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Student Affairs launches Center for Civic Engagement & Community Service
Join us for the
Grand Opening
Celebration of the
Center for Civic
Engagement and
Community Service
Thursday, Oct. 17
2 p.m. • A2130
Fall 2013
Psychology Club Food Drive
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Pictured (l to r) are Doug Nanfeldt (Vice President), Steven Warcholek (Publicity Chair), Stephanie
Sigler (member), and Ricca Louissaint (President)

The newly designated Center for Civic Engagement & Community Service, known as
“The Center” located in A2134 is designed to be a one-stop-shop for students, faculty
and community focusing on social justice and civic responsibility. Students interested in
service opportunities, faculty interested in incorporating service and civic engagement
activities in their classes and community partners interested in recruiting volunteers will
be able to bridge resources through this office.
The Center will provide a catalyst to enhance our offerings in the community working
with students, faculty and community stakeholders through collaboration and involvement.
Through our work with Illinois Campus Compact and AmeriCorps we are happy to welcome
our AmeriCorps VISTA; Neel Rana who has already begun working on civic engagement
initiatives. Neel has been assigned to GSU for a year and has collaborated with several
departments on civic engagement programming. Coordinating the center’s activities
will be Sheree Sanderson, Assistant Dean of Students; Dennis Dent, Jr., Coordinator of
Campus Programs and Community Service, and Neel Rana, AmeriCorps VISTA, who will
be staffing the center.
Our inaugural event for the center began with the Community Partner Luncheon, held on
August 26 to kick-off the off-campus work study program, and collaboration with Career
Services on the Federal Work Study Student Employment Fair. More than 15 community
partners attended the luncheon, and the student employment fair. Rachel Z. Fisher,
director of the Student Community Service department at Eastern Illinois University, served
as the keynote speaker. Rachel spoke about the tailored relationship a university must have
with every respective community partner to ensure a mutually reciprocal partnership.
In addition, GSU is currently in the process of applying for the 2015 Carnegie
Community Engagement Classification. This classification, awarded every five years,
would recognize the efforts GSU makes toward a centrally-imbedded civic engagement
See page 3 for more
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From the Dean of Students: “A” Building is “A Destination”

The A Building serves as home to Student Row (location to our
most active student organizations), Student Commons (newest
location for Art on Campus), Student Life office, our new Center
for Civic Engagement and Community Service, Career Services,
Veterans Resource Center, Dean of Students’ office, and of course
our Recreation Center. Even though located in the B Building in
Room B1215, the Academic Resource Center is an integrated
part of the Student Affairs family.

I’m excited to be starting my second year as Dean of Students,
and the last year for GSU as an Upper-Division institution.
I proudly reflect on my first year, and more importantly, the
accomplishments of the talented student affairs educators, the
academic support professionals in our division, and that of our
students which have been highlighted in our first two issues of
this newsletter and our annual report.
However, as you can see from this issue, our third, the year
ahead will produce many more reasons to celebrate as we
approach the culmination of our works towards what President
Maimon has dubbed Rennaisance 2014, the year we transition to
a comprehensive four-year, residential, regional serving institution.

I hope every member of the GSU community, whether a
student, faculty, staff, or alumni, take an opportunity to visit the
A Building and recognize that it is truly “A Destination” of great
value on campus.

I hope you have taken a walk to A Building, especially from the B
Building. If you have, you surely have noticed our new murals that
showcase the life and vitality that defines the A Building.

Sincerely,
Aurélio Manuel Valente
Dean of Students and
Associate Vice President
of Academic Affairs

We hope to redefine the A Building, long seen as a peripheral
building, as “A Destination.”

www.twitter.com/GSUDean

Student Commons becomes an Art on Campus Location
The Student Commons,
which houses a lounge
space with a large screen
TV, computer stations
with a printer, and the
GSU Food Pantry, is the
latest location to be added
to “The Art on Campus”
program. Sponsored by
the GSU Art Gallery,
located adjacent to the
April Grammer stands in front of her
E-Lounge, sponsors “The
artwork “Untitled-Oil on Canvas” in the
Art on Campus” program
Student Commons.
to activate wall spaces
on campus with student, alumni, and community artwork.
Because these galleries are located in the public areas at GSU,
the exhibits can be viewed any time the campus is open.

Appropriately, the inaugural exhibit in the Student Commons,
features work from student leaders in GSU Art Forum. As a student
organization, the Art Forum promotes student involvement in the
visual arts and advise faculty of the needs of art students and the
artistic interests of the community. The exhibit proudly features
four pieces by April Grammer (President), six pieces by Tammy
Kordik (Vice President), six new pieces recently installed by artist
Mike Brown, and two pieces by Holly Dominik (Treasurer).
Additional locations of the Art on Campus program includes:
Atrium Gallery: Main D Entrance Student Welcome Center;
Big Walls Gallery: Corridor leading to E Lounge; and The
President’s Exhibit: Conference Room and adjacent area of the
President’s office.
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Student Enrichment Program supports student success.
The program provides several individualized services that address
a student’s academic needs: the Learning and Study Skills Assessment (LASSI), Success workshops, networking, and our Early
Alert Program. The Early Alert Program works directly with faculty
throughout the semester to identify SEP students who are having
difficulties in their course(s). The Early Alert Program is not
intended to penalize students; but rather to work with students to
proactively attend to academic problems/difficulties early in the
semester.
Over this past summer SEP incorporated the Office of the Dean of
Student’s Academic Recovery Plan (ARP) initiative. The ARP was
designed to support the Institutional Academic Standing Policy
(Policy 14) which requires all undergraduate students to have a
cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher in order to be in good-standing
at GSU. Students that do not meet this requirement are classified
as probation students and are asked to participant in this recovery
initiative. In order to return this group of students back to good
academic standing a variety of workshops are hosted by the
Writing Center, the University Library, Career Services, GS2U
(Giving Support 2 U), and support programs such as SEP. Each
workshops and program is designed to help students remain
enrolled at GSU and return to good academic standing as outlined
in the Academic Standing Policy.

The Student Enrichment Program (SEP) welcomes over 30 new
participants for the 2013 fall semester to add to the current roster
of 23. SEP is designed to assist low-income, first generation, and
now students on academic probation to successfully complete their
bachelor’s degree. The program’s goals are to provide

To learn more about the SEP please visit the
website at www.govst.edu/sep.

academic support services that will aid in retention and graduation,
create a supportive learning environment, increase an appreciation
for diversity, and expose students to professional development
experiences that will promote excellence.

Center for Civic Engagment continued from page 1

culture. The first Carnegie Classification Committee meeting was
held on September 10; President Maimon and Provost Bordelon
discussed the importance of the Carnegie classification, and
making civic engagement pervasive throughout the university.

Center has many events planned for the near future, and hopes to
continue to improve upon a strong history of service here at GSU.
Please mark your calendar for the Civic Engagement and Community
Service Center grand opening to be held Thursday, October 17,
2 p.m. in the outer area of A2100.

The Center has already begun planning, promoting, and hosting
several service-based events around campus. The Food Pantry had
its grand re-opening on September 3, from which an influx of donations replenished the depleted shelves. In addition, a promotion
exchanging Cubs and White Sox tickets for donations to the Pantry
has been a huge success and allowed us to create an even greater
food supply. To bolster the Pantry’s utility to students we are now
accepting donations for hygienic goods as well as food.
The Center, in collaboration with the Veterans Resource Center,
organized Day(s) of Service and Remembrance from September
9 – 11 as a means of reflecting and thanking current members
of the military and veterans for their service. The event included
a donation drive on behalf of Operation Gratitude, a letter writing
campaign to troops on active duty, via A Million Thanks, and a
wreath decorating station inspired by Wreaths Across America.
The multi-day event culminated in a flag-lowering ceremony on
the 11th and the newly decorated wreaths being taken to a Veterans Memorial at Oakland Memory Lanes Cemetery in Dolton, IL.
A student-based Community Service Council has been established
to help plan and coordinate community service programs. The
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Student Success Calendar enhances utility of the Advising Syllabus.

Are you a student looking for workshops to supplement your
educational journey? Are you an instructor who would like to
refer your students to participate in activities that will help them
meet new people and develop skills that will help them be more
successful? Have you developed a seminar and would like to get
the word out to students? There is a place you can go to access
and share information about a variety of workshops, seminars and
activities being offered by various GSU departments.

is printer friendly. It includes a brief description of the workshop
as well as which department is hosting the event.
These free workshops are designed to be interactive and informal
and cover strategies and techniques for success. There are more
than 70 opportunities for students to participate in workshops
throughout the Fall semester.
You can also find the Student Success Calendar and the GSU
Academic Advising Syllabus displayed outside of the Academic
Resource Center. The purpose of the syllabus is to encourage
and support student success beyond course scheduling and help
to develop an academic experience that transcends expectations. Topics covered in the Advising Syllabus are the university
Academic Policy, Expected Student Outcomes, Tips on how to
Prepare for an advising session and what to expect from your
Academic Advisor.

In collaboration with GS2U (Giving Support 2 U), Career Services,
the Student Enrichment Program, the Writing Center and Library,
the Academic Resource Center has recently released the Fall 2013
Student Success Calendar. The Calendar was first introduced as
a complement to the Academic Advising Syllabus in Spring 2013
and is available at the start of each term.
The calendar continues to grow as GSU departments develop and
offer workshops, seminars and activities that are meant to be
enriching educational experiences to support student success.
The Student Success Calendar is divided by month to make sure it

Next time you visit your Academic Advisor ask him/her for a copy
of the Academic Advising Syllabus. We hope to see you at some
workshops this semester!

Download your copy of the Student Success Calendar by visiting www.govst.edu/studentsuccesscalendar.

Advising Tips
OCTOBER
(Advising Tip!!!) Are you feeling overwhelmed with papers? Contact the Writing Center for assistance. They have a great staff of
tutors that offer in-depth, individual assistance with any writing assignment and at any stage of the writing process … and you
don’t have to pay for it.

NOVEMBER
(Advising Tip!!!) The Thanksgiving Break is quickly approaching, but it’s not a break if you’re behind in your class work. If
you haven’t already, now is a great time to contact the Academic Resource Center for help with your classes. Don’t spend your
Thanksgiving Break playing catch up.

DECEMBER
(Advising Tip!!!) Did you know that a counseling relationship allows students to confidentially discuss their personal thoughts
and feelings in order to improve problematic life situations and enhance personal potential? The Academic Resource Center
offers free counseling to GSU students. Please contact Dr. Katherine Helm at 708.235.7334 to schedule an appointment.
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On-campus Employment Fair promotes “Earn While You Learn!”
“It was encouraging to find out there
were opportunities available and
there was an immediate need for
student employment and not only for
future semesters.”
Student Participant

Some additional advantages
of student employment include:
• Conveniently located near classes
• Supervisors are sympathetic to class schedules
Dartina Dunlap and Jessica Specht from the Career Services Office welcome guests
to the Student Employment Fair

The Office of Career Services kicked off the fall 2013 semester with the
first annual GSU Student Employment Fair. This year the federal work
study program offers student employment opportunities both on campus,
and also off campus with students working within a variety of nonprofit
organizations within the surrounding geographical area. The Student
Employment Fair was a huge success offering more than 70 positions for
students to vie for this academic semester.
Student employment opportunities provide funding assistance to students
for their education, allowing students an opportunity to learn while they
earn. It also enhances a student’s academic program and overall
educational experience by giving a student an opportunity to develop
employable skills and increase a student’s ability to find solid employment
after graduation. Student employment not only includes federal work study
opportunities, but also regular student employment, graduate assistantships
and internship opportunities.
Student employment is considered a high impact practice, as it will
increase student retention and also a student’s ability to be successful after
graduation. As a result of the job market being more competitive today,
students need additional opportunities to apply academic teachings from
the classroom to a real world work setting, and student employment
provides an opportunity to do just that.

• Professional development opportunities to expand
your skills and prepare for your career
• Skills obtained can be applicable to course work
• Faculty and staff interaction and involvement
• Studies show that working improves school
performance
• Be part of a community
• Lowers student loan expenses
We are hopeful that GSU students will take
advantage of the student employment experience,
and apply for opportunities posted on the experience
hub, located in the student portal.
For more information contact the
Office of Career Services
at 708.235.3974 or
at the website: www.govst.edu/careerservices.

Save the Date for Fall Career Services Events
Professional Image & Career Conference
September 23 - 26, 2013
Coming OUT in the Workplace Panel Discussion & Networking Social
Wednesday, October 23, 2013 - 6 - 8 p.m.
Cafeteria Annex
Health and Human Services Career and Internship Fair
Tuesday, November 26, 2013 - 3 - 6 p.m.
Performing Arts Theater Lobbies
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Holistic Health Symposium Held at GSU
GSU hosts 9th annual Cancer Awareness
Silent Auction
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, to increase
awareness and engagement in this national movement,
the Wellness Club is sponsoring the 9th annual Cancer
Awareness Silent Auction to be held on October 22 & 23 in
the Hall of Governors. In addition to the Silent Auction, the
Wellness Club will display and share health and wellness
information materials related to Breast Cancer and Women’s
Health. Proceeds from the auction benefit Faye’s Light;
a not-for-profit organization which provides quality of life
services to those currently undergoing treatment for cancer.
To volunteer, or for additional information, please contact
Vanessa Newby, Director of Student Life for Wellness and
Diversity Programs at 708.534.4551 or vnewby@govst.edu.

“The Symposium opened my eyes to an entire new
world, I had a great time!” Symposium Participant

The event planning team was Doria Scott, April Grammer, Vanessa Newby
and Sarah Jasso.

On September 7th, a holistic health symposium “Discover the
Power of Holistic Healing and Non-Traditional Therapies” was
held on campus. These events were free and open to the public.
In addition to a Zumba demonstration, there were seven other
presentations: Taking Charge of your Wellbeing with yoga,
Emotional Freedom Technique, Invest in Your Health with T’ai
Chi, What is Iridology?, Chinese Medicine, Animal Therapy as an
Alternative Health Benefit, and Shamanic Energy Work.

AMAZING?! “(DeLawnia Comer-HaGans, PhD, Assistant Professor
in the Department of Health Administration).
Sarah Jasso, an Intern for Community Health stated “The Holistic
Health Symposium was a wonderful learning experience for me.
I was introduced to many different alternative treatment options,
therapies, and products that will benefit my overall health. The
presenters showed their specific techniques such as yoga and
zumba, and how these techniques are both fun and great for your
body. Tom Masbaum, who practices Emotional Freedom
Techniques (EFT) presented an extremely interesting demonstration
about ways to relieve stress that I had never heard of before.
Doctor Bob Xu spoke about Chinese Medicine, which was
relatively new to me as well. The Symposium opened my eyes to
an entire new world, I had a great time!” Darcie Campos, Director
of Career Services, brought a group of students to the Emotional
Freedom Technique presentation; the students were intrigued and
enjoyed the information they received.

We had exhibitors from the west, north and south suburbs. The
GSU community showed support through faculty participation,
Community Health Intern volunteerism and the student clubs
DREAM and SWASO fundraised at this great event. Approximately
100 people attended this event, and several of the workshops had
up to 40 attendees.
One of the exhibitors stated “What a fantastic event the Holistic
Health Symposium was! I had an opportunity to meet Dr. Nadine
and talk about her water yoga class - can I just say that she is

Space for Prayer, Reflection and
Meditation is now available!

LGBT History Month celebrations during October!
Governors State University will celebrate Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender (LGBT) History Month with a series of events
during the month of October. “For a community deprived of its
history, LGBT History Month teaches our heritage, provides role
models, builds community, and recognizes our extraordinary
national and international contributions,” said Malcolm Lazin,
executive director of the Equality Forum, an international civil
rights organization. LGBT History Month was first celebrated
in 1994. October was chosen as the month for the celebration
because National Coming Out Day was first held in October, and
October commemorated the first march on Washington by LGBT
people in 1979.

A new space, located in A2150, has been dedicated to Reflection
and Restoration. Consistent with its focus on diversity and inclusion,
GSU is committed to treating people of all faiths fairly and to
provide the GSU Community with access to facilities for personal
observation of their faith traditions, quiet contemplation and
reflection.
Accordingly, the Reflection and Restoration Room will be
available through the fall academic calendar. This room is an
accessible space, which can be used by people of all faith
traditions and beliefs, as well as for those whom religion has no
particular significance in their lives. The room may be used as
a quiet space for people to sit and contemplate, pray, reflect,
restore themselves, recover from a traumatic life event; such as
bereavement, or to simply take a few moments to de-stress from
a busy day.

Please visit www.govst.edu/diversity for program details!

To reserve the R and R room or if you have any questions or
concerns, please send an email to RandR@govst.edu.
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James Flagg joins VRC Team
We are pleased to announce that Mr. James Flagg will be joining the GSU community in the
capacity of Coordinator for Veterans and Military Personnel on Wednesday, October 16, 2013.
Mr. Flagg most recently served as Veterans Affairs Representative and Admissions Counselor
at Robert Morris University, a position he held since January 2011. Mr. Flagg is a veteran of
the Illinois National Guard and has numerous community involvements including co-chairing
the annual Illinois Warrior Summit & Welcome Home Celebration and has appointments to the
Illinois Secretary of State Veterans’ Advisory Council and to the City of Chicago Advisory Council
on Veterans Affairs. His demonstrated community engagement exemplifies the civic minded
citizenship we hope our students emulate.
On behalf of the Office of the Dean of Students, you are invited to attend a Welcome Reception
for Mr. Flagg on Thursday, October 17, from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. in the Veterans Resource Center,
located in A-2109.

Veterans Day Events
James Flagg, new Coordinator for Veteran
and Military Personnel

• Welcome Reception for new Coordinator for Veterans and Military Personnel
Thursday, October 17, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Veterans Resource Center, A-2109
• GSU Student Veterans march in Richton Park Veterans Day Parade
Saturday, November 9, 10 a.m., Pierce Park
• Transitioning Seminar: Are Veterans failing college? Or are colleges failing Veterans?
Monday, November 11, 3 - 5 p.m., Sherman Hall
• Where Soldiers Come From documentary with Panel Discussion
Tuesday, November 12, 7:30 p.m., E-Lounge
• Veterans Entrepreneurial Boot Camp
Wednesday, November 13, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., E-Lounge
Sponsored by Illinois Small Business Development Center at GSU
For more information call 708.534.4929

PechaKucha Nights Arrive at GSU!!
PechaKucha Nights are informal and fun gatherings where creative people get together and share their ideas, works, thoughts, holiday
snaps — just about anything, really — in the PechaKucha 20x20 format. The PechaKucha 20x20 is a simple presentation format where
you show 20 images, each for 20 seconds. The images advance automatically and you talk along to the images.
Anyone can present — this is the beauty of PechaKucha Nights. A young girl presented when she was 5 years old (about her artwork) and
a woman presented when she was 60 years old (about her elaborate wedding cake creations).
This idea is being brought to GSU’s campus to create a presentation platform for YOU to present your ideas about what you love: your
academic research project, an organization where you volunteer, a regional business you operate, the video game you can’t stop playing,
your artwork, your music, your travels, your triumphs.
These gatherings are intended for the entire GSU community to come together to learn, celebrate, and support each other. Each
PechaKucha Night will feature about seven presentations and since they are about seven minutes each, the presentation portion of the
night will last about 50 minutes to an hour. It will be fast moving, fun and interesting. Afterwards, everyone will have an opportunity to
relax, mingle and share more ideas. The presentations are planned for:
Oct. 30, 2013
Nov. 20, 2013
Jan. 29, 2014

Feb. 26, 2014
Mar. 26, 2014
Apr. 30, 2014

All PechaKucha Nights are in E-Lounge from 6 - 7p.m. and many coincide with Art Receptions and you might get to hear a presentation
by, or about, the featured artists.
How do I get involved? Send an email of interest to: diversity@govst.edu including your name, relationship to GSU, presentation topic,
top three presentation dates in preferred order, and contact information. Simply let us know you are interested, we’ll follow-up with more
instructions!
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Student Affairs Summer 2013 Snapshots

CBPA Marketing Class Students (l to r) Teena Dorn, Daniel
Ellington, Bianca Mangabhai, and Jeffery Wyskiel plan for
the GSU Promise Fest.
2013 Fall Women’s Volleyball Roster: Arriahn Tucker, Kirstie Cua,
Karesa Charles, Anita Kunkes, Amber Dybala, Maricela Vega,
Cezanne Shannon, Rachel Matthews, Kristie Nieman, Katie
Limberopoulos, Critisha Ashley, Sarah Wicklin, Andrea Johnson

GSU’s Historical First Group of Orientation Leaders: Michael Alexander,
Sandra Alvarado, Critisha Ashley, Cherish Brown, Peter Christofanelli,
Amina Dahleh, Jarell Densmore, Tehishna Echols, Mark Foley, Andrea
Garay, Joseph Klis, Keyana Marshall, Nicole Moore, Douglas Nanfeldt,
Jenna Putman, Ronald Roscoe, Kimberly Shannon, Robin Shannon,
Brianna Thompson, and Shawnta Young

TWAG reporter Nikki Daily interviews Dean Aurelio
Valente for “Discussion with University Leaders.”

Save the Date: Upcoming Fall 2013 Events
• October 18
GSU Idol
6 p.m., Sherman Recital Hall

• November 15
Basketball Scrimmage Game and Half-Time Show
3 p.m., Recreation and Fitness Gym

• October 24
Harvest Fest
5:30 p.m., Cafeteria Annex

• November 22
LAFF Session Comedy Show
7 p.m., Center for Performing Arts

• November 4-8
Nontraditional Student Week

• November 26
Health and Human Services Career and Internship Fair
3 - 6 p.m., Hall of Governors

• November 11-15
Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week
• November 14
Chicago LIVE!
7 p.m., Center for Performing Arts

For new, updates, and complete calendar of events, visit:
www.govst.edu/GSUView

PA092013
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