


Instructions to Village Employees
For Answering Questions With Respect to Local
Residence of Members of the Negro Race

These instructions have been issued with the approval of the Village President
and every member of the Board of Trustees:

The Constitution of the United States and of the State of Illinois

establish that there can be no question as to the policy of the

Village Government in the event that a Negro family should make its

home in Park Forest. However, in view of the questions sometimes
~addressed to Village -personnel by individuals who are disturbed by

rumors they have heard, this short statement has been prepared as

a guide in replying to these 1nquir1es.

, It is probable that a variety of opinions on this subject are held
-~ --by the individuals who make up the staff of the Village Govermment,
It is important to remember that as public servants, it is absolutely
necessary to support the policy of the Village Government even though
it may not conform entirely with personal opinions.

The Village Government must extend equal services and protection of

the lawv to all its citizens without any discrimination between them.
The Village Government neither encourages nor discourages the residence
in the Village of members of the Negro race. However, the Village
Government carefully investigates all information which reaches it,

so that preparations can be made to avoid any undesirable incidents.

In the event that a Negro family should make its home in Park Forest,
the Village Government will assure that family the samc protection of

the law that is afforded to any other resident or property owner in
the Village.

July 27, 1959
Park Forest, Illinois
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FIRST PARK FOREST
AFRICAN-AMEE&efA\\
OMEQuaiNIS3IS

.and Mrs. Wilson

.and Mrs. T. Robbins

.and Mrs. Allen Glen

. William Taylor

.and Mrs. William Jackson

. and Mrs. Harold Hayes
.and Mrs. Leonard Robinson
.and Mrs. William Henderson
. and Mrs. Alonzo Davis

.and Mrs. William Simpson




10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.
24.

Park Forest Pioneer African-American Home Owners

NAME

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Robbins
Mr.. and Mrs. Allen Glen

Dr. and Ms. William Jackson
Harold and Joyce Hayes

.Mr. and Ms. Alonzo Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Robinson
William (Virginia)Henderson
William and Juanita Simpson

N E LR R

Mr. and Mrs. Percy Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McKinney
Mr. and Mrs. Urlin L. Clark (L.enore)
Mr and Mrs. Willie Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ross

Mr. and Mrs. David Fosset

Calvin and Ineasie Lacefield

Mr. and Mrs. John Hannah

Mr. and Mrs. James Phelums'
Hayward and Effie McKerson
Frank and Clementine Irions’

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Flemings *
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Hicks

Mr. and Mrs. William Rice

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Clark

1 7 children daughter of'the Fosset's e

Al

= 8 children in family

ADDRESS

273 Blackhawk
429 Shabbonna
124 Monee Rd
172 Nauvoo St
339 Niagara Street
115 Hay Street
157 Algonquin St.
403 Wilshire

116 Sauk Trail

146 Iroquois St.

403 Todd

22 Sauk Trail

444 Shabonna

403 Shabonna

432 Neosho Street
8 Allegheny Court

331 Waldmann Dr.

362 Sauk Trail

517 Nlinois *.

322 Shawnee St.

332 Mohawk St

320 Indianwood Blvd

205 Orchard Drive

2 |st new home sold to Nevero Familv by developer Park lForest HHomes,

3 Leltin 6:66 - to New York

UNIT

House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House

House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
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25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

g

NAME
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Sampson Rice
Henry Jr. and Debby (Brown ) Bickham,
Mr. and Mrs. John Hart
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Norris
Mr. and Mrs (w). Shelby Steele
Leroy and Karen (w) Blackful, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Murray
Anna and Robert (w) Taylor
Thomas and Agnes Augustine
Mr. and Mrs.(w) Jonas Holmes
Cap and Mossie Wallace (retired couple)
Mr. and Ms. Emuris Eley
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Roberts
Mr. and Ms. Robert Thayer
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Lucky Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lanum
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Ray
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Dillard, Jr.

2 Concern regarding clustering -

ADDRESS

attempted to interest family in another location

495 Talala Street
312 Windsor Street
121 Peach Street
322 Shawnee Street
314 Somonauk

565 Homan Ave.
313 Sauk Trail

437 Indianwood
508 Chase

215 Lee St.

245 Indianwood

229 Alleganey

173 Nauvoo St

180 Nanti Street

245 Sauk Trail

176 Nanti Street >
328 Minocqua St.

86 Water Street

465 Talaia

284 Mowhawk Street
115 Algonquin Street
401 Neolsha St.

Park Forest Pioneer African-American Home Owners

UNIT

House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House




November 16, 1962

MEMO TO: President and Board of Trustees
FROM: Robert A, Dinerstein

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation With Mr. Robbins Concerning 273 Blackhawk Drive

I held a lengthy conversation with Mr, Terry L. Robbins at his place of
employment, NALCO Chemical Company, and learned the following:

(1) Mr. Robbins is waiting for Veterans Administration to complete a "care-
ful credit check," He does not know how long this will take, and understands that
during this period the Veterans Administration holds the listing open for higher
bids, After he receives Veterans Administration's approval, it will be several

weeks before he would be able to move, He is now renting and would want to re-
cover a security deposit,

(2) 1 emphasized the importance of his advising Chief Hamby and me of his
plans, He assured me thet he would be able to advise us several weeks in advance
of a moving date.

(3) He and his wife are active members of the Emerald Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Chicago., He had planned on remaining active in that church because
"the neighborhood is changing" and he wants to help continue it as an integrated
church, I recommended that he contact the Minister of a Park Forest Church and
mentioned Grace United Protestant Church because of the location of the house,

(4) 1 asked Mr. Robbins if he had any plans to alter the house, He said
his wife does not like the color of the exterior, but he was not sure whether he
would make any changes until Spring,

(5) He has met some people from the "neighborhood" one from Sangamon Street,

and one from a block or so away on Blackhawk Drive, A NALCO employee, Sheldon M,
Kleinman, lives on Sangamon Court,

(6) Mr, Robbins is not aifiliated with the NAACP or any other similar organ-
ization,

(7) The Robbins children are ages 7 (Grade 2) and 8 (Grade 3) both at Parker
Elementary School,

(8) I asked Mr. Robbins about the history of seeking housing in Park Forest
and the following is his report:

-
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November 16, 1962

About September 15, he visited the Rental Office and spoke with Mr, Rashkin
and made application for a rental unit including a check., Later he received a
telephone call from Mr. Rashkin who advised him that they were upable to enter-

tain his application. He subsequently received a blank sheet of paper in the nmail
with his check attached,

~ About November 1, he visited the Co-op Office where he was told by Mr, Engel-

hart to withold making application until after December 15 at which time the Co-op
Organization would be in control,

Mr, Robbins is active in a senior high school youth program in his church,
Through this activity he met a Joe Sample who is a member of Mayor Daley's Youth
Commission. He reported the above two incidents to Mr. Sample, who referred him
to Harry Teshima, who Mr, Sample knew in Park Forest, Mr, Robbins called on Mr.
Teshima who asked him if he had considered purchasing a home in Park Forest and
drove him around the Community. Mr. Robbins considered at least one other house

in Park Forest, but it was located on Western Avenue which he felt was too exposed
a location,

Mr. Robbins reported to me the information we have already had about his
contact with the realtors in Park Forest, whom he considered to be devious, fol-
lowing which he placed his deposit with a Chicago realtor,

At the conclusion of our conversation, I restated the policy of the Village
Government, and the position of the Commission on Human Relations--that we did
not care whether or not he moved to Park Forest, and certainly were not intending
to encourage or assist him; that he should not over simplify the possible
complications of such a move either because of our one experience, or because of
the optimism of his friends; that some might question the desirability of his se-
lected location; and thac our sole interest is the welfare of the community which

could be best served by following the procedures I recommended once he had made
the decision to move.

RAD:sj

cc: Commission on Human Relations
Robert G. Pierce, Village Manager
William I. Hamby, Acting Chief of Police
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December 4, 1962

MEMO TO: Commission on Human Relations
FROM: B. G. Cunningham, Village President
SUBJECT: Neighbor Calls in the Vicinity of 273 Blackhawk

In an effort to establish a pattern of similarity in our calls in the vicinity
of 273 Blackhawk, I am requesting that you observe the following procedures:

1, Please do not start the calls until 7 P,M,, Tuesday, December &,

2, Please mention no move-in date, If the question comes up, please
state only that the Robbins are entitled to the occupancy of their
residence since last Saturday,

3, Please leave a copy of the State of Illinois Civil Rights booklet,
Copies were furnished to you last Saturday. In addition, you may
want to leave a mimeographed copy of President Kennedy's remarks
which appeared in the Sun Times, Five extra copies are herewith,

4, During the interview please point out that the Village neither dis-
courages or encourages residents by any race, color or creed, how-

ever, there can be no question about the intention to keep the peace
and preserve law and order,

5. Also point out that VIOLENCE is the worst thing that could possibly
take place, It will not only discourage future home purchases in
the area by other buyers, but it will also accelerate the selling
of dwellings on the part of law abiding citizens who want no part
of any such activities, Request each family's cooperation., Ask
them to contact the Police Department (PI 8-4700) if there are sus=-
plcious or unusual occurances in the neighborhood.

6, When you complete this interview, please partially record their
reactions on the back of the 3x5 card, When you have completed

your calls for the evening, please leave the cards at the Village
Hall with Mr, Pierce,

BGC:sj

enc. o

cc: Robert A, Dinerstein y,x“Robe:t G, Pierce
Board of Trustees William I. Hamby
Henry X. Dietch
Jacob I. Eregman
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August 19, 1963

MEMO TO: COMMISSION ON HUMAM RELATIOCNS

FROM: GALE A, CHRISTOPHER

1. There will be a meeting of the Human Relations Commission on Friday, August
23rd, at 8:30 P.M. at the Village Hall. There is no particular problem to
be considered, but it would appear wise to have a general review of our

actual and potential move-ins.

2. 172 Nauvoo Street. We are informed that the offer of Harold Hayes has been
accepted by the FHA and Mr. Hayes confirmed this by telephone today. The
transaction has not been closed but this should be accomplished within the
next. two weeks. They hope to move in early September. Hayes is referred to
in Bob Dinerstein's memo of July 22nd as being interested in the kouse on
Waldmann Drive., His interest in a Park Forest house originated with Jim
Williams, the East Chicago Heights real estate broker who is handling this
transaction. His attorney is Marvin Gavin, withk offices at 30 West Washington
Street (AN 3-3116). DMr, Hayes is a recreation director in East Chicago Heights
and became acquainted with Mr. Willisms who is cn the East Chicago Heights
Recreation Board. Both Mr. Hayes and his wife, Joyce, are graduates of
George Williams College, She is employed by the Chicago Board of Education.
Mr., and Mrs. Hayes are Catholic and presently attend Gur Lady of Solace
Church at 6220 South Sangamon Street ir Chicago. They intend to affiliate
with a Catholic Church in Park Forest. Mr. Hayes is well acquainted with
Pon Clayton who lives at 359 QCakwood Street. Mr. Claytom is on the faculty
of George Williams College. The Hayes have no children. 1 asked Mr. Hayes
his reason for moving to Parl Forest and he stated that he and khis wife merely
wanted a nice house in the suburbs within their price range. They had decided
it was about time to settle down and start raising a family, This will no
doubt please Pope Paul.

3. 157 Alponquin Street. This transaction seems to be bogged down in financing
difficulties. Late last week I talked to Mr. Henderson's attorney, Hugh
Schwartzberg. He stated thzt the contract sale approach seemed to have fallen
through because the required payments were more than the Hendersons could af-
ford. It appears that there is a second mortgage on this house, a little de-
tail vhich Olin had probably forgotten about, Mr, Schwartzberg said they
were now going to attempt normal mortgage financing for the Hendersons. He
believes this will be possible because Mr. Henderson's actual income is con-
siderably higher than his base salary due to overtime. Schwartzberg reports

that Henderson's employer is willing to certify that he will have an annual
income of approximately $8,000.

4, 429 Shabbona Drive. The Glenns moved in today - no cakes and no problems.

GALE A. CHRISTOPHER

GAC:hco
cc: R. G. Pierce ’
President and- Board of Trustees -

Village Attorney
Acting Chief Hamby
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August 29, 1963

MEMD TO: COMMISSION ON HUMAN HEIATIONS
CC: President and Board of Trustees
R. G. Fierce
Wm. Hamby
H. X. Dietch

FROM: ROBERT A, DINERSTEIN

SUBJECT: 124 MONEE ROAD

Dr. and Mrs., William Jaciison azwve purchased zr TBA forec!or i Lhome at 124 Mcne2 LRoad.
The FHA loan was approved today er.d the Jackscns will be vz Titted tc occupy the
house in advance of closing.

The Jacksons are now renting ir (hicego and, because their lezce evpires September 1,
plan to move to Park Forest on GLatuw-day, August 31.

Dr. Jackson is 29, a gracuate c¢: Morehouse College in Atlavia znd the University of
Illinois medical school. He inierned at Wayne County Hospi:al in Detroit and was in
general practice in Rockford for three yeaxs prior to opening &« practice in Chicago
Heights a few months ago. He is cn the staff of St., James “osp:tal. Dr. Jackson

is the father of a three-year cld boy by a previous marriage. %he boy is an occa-
sional visitor.

Mrs. Jackson attended Northwesterr University and graduatec irom the University of
Wisconsin. She is an occupational therapist in the Drexel] Home for the Aged in
Chicago. She is on vacation urtil September 9.

Mrs. Jackson is Lutheran and Dr . Jackson attends St. Phillins Luthsran Church in
Chicago with hexr, although he i ¢ Congregationzlist, They plan to visit Hope
Lutheran Church but have not de::iced whether to joir. or retain their Chicago church
affiliation. Mrs. Jackson is s member of the Lutheran ctoir and has been active in
other musical groups, She is a.:z¢ active in the Preovident Hospital Auxiliary in
Chicago.

o B

The Jacksons decided t» move ae:: his practice in Chicagce Heights and, when they
were unable to find suitable nousing in Chicago Heights, wzre shown several fore-

closures in Park Forest by Jazkscr Gray Realty% Through GWBy~they purchased their
new home. ' W

The Jacksons have visited the houvse several times and were abserved on one occasion
by their neighbor at 12€ Monee Eczd but did not meef them. ‘lrs. Jackson plans to
be in the house tomorrov for inctallation of telephone and veparation for moving
by a commercial mover on Saturdesy.

In response to my question, Mrs. Jackson stated that this r-ve is solely theirs
and is not associated with any crganizational activity.

RAD:hco



PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS ° TELEPHONE Plligrim 8-1112

PRESIDENT TRUSTEES CLERK
Bernard G. Cunningham Jack H. Comelius Leo H. Jacobson . Beverly B. Savitt Gretchen K. Haverkamp
: N James R. Glennon William E. Murphy Quentin H. Wood
VILLAGE MANAGER ' August 30, 1963
“ Robert G, Plescs

TO ALL PARK FOREST CLERGY AND RABBINATE:

The Village Government has received notice of the sale of property at 124 Monee
Road by the FHA through their foreclosure procedure to a Dr. and Mrs, William
Jackson of Chicago. They are a Negro couple with no children.

Because of your prior interest and cooperation with both the Commission and the
Village Board, this letter has been prepared to acquaint you with the facts as

ve know them pertaining to the Jackson family. Dr., William Jackson is 29 years

of age, a graduate of Morehouse College in Atlanta and the University of Illinois
Medical School. After interning at Wayne County Hospital in Detroit, Dr. Jackson
practiced in Rockford for three years prior to opening an office in Chicago Heights
a few months ago. Dr. Jackson is on the staff of St. James Hospital. He has

been married previously and has a son three years old who is an occasional visi-
tor to his home,

Mrs. Jackson attended Northwestern University and graduated from the University

of Wisconsin, and is an occupational therapist for the aged peoples home - in €hicago.
Mrs. Jackson is active in various musical groups and the Provident Hospital Auxili-
ary.

The family currently attends St. Phillips Lutheran Church in Chicago. Dr. Jackson
and his wife decided to live near his office in Chicago Heights, and when they
wvere unable to find ‘suitable housing in Chicago Heights, were shown several FHA
foreclosures in Park Forest. :

You have previously been furnished information about the Village's position in '
matters such as this. If you have any questions, or if you have information

vhich you feel would be of value to the Commission or the Board, please do not
hesitate to contact any member of the Commission on Human Relations or any mem-

ber of the Board of Trustees, including myself.

Very truly yours,

B. G. Cunningham
Village President

BGC:sj




Wd&qe of Park Forest

PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS ° TELEPHONE Pligrim 8-1112

PRESIDENT TRUSTEES CLERK
Bemard G. Cunningham Jack H. Comelius Leo H. Jacobson Beverly B. Savitt Gretchen K. Haverkamp
James R. Glennon William E. Murphy Quentin H. Wood

Scptember 30, 1963
VILLAGE MANAGER
Robert G. Plerco

TO ALL PARK FOREST REALTORS:

You will recall that on August 8, 1963 a meeting was held with the Park Forest
Clergy and Rabbinate concerning the possibility of two Negro families moving to

Park Forest. On August 9 you were furnished with biographical facts about the
Henderson family.

The Village has now received confirmation of the purchase of property at 157 Algon-
quin Street by Mr, and Mrs, William Henderson of Chicago. In the event you no
longer have the information available, the biographical inf ormation on the Hender-
sons knovm to the Village is repeated below:

Mr. Henderson is a drafting analyst and has been employed for 3% years with his
present cmployer. He attended college for one year and has had several
years training in professional trade schools.

The Hendersons have three children: Karen, 7, entering second grade; Kevin, 6,
entering first grade; and Keith, 3 years old.

The Hendersons are Lutherans and will affiliate with Trinity Lutheran Church in

Park Forest. They have already been called on by Reverend Leonard A. Anderson,
Assistant Pastor of this Church.

Both Mr, and Mrs. Henderson have been active in civic affairs. lirs. Henderson

organized a PTA in the Schiller School and has served several terms as President.

She has also been responsible for several groups in programs of the Illinois Youth

Commission, Mr. Henderson is the head of a housing organization, has worked with
. the Illinois Youth Commission, and with the Boy Scouts.

1f you have any questions, or if you have information which you feel would be of
value to the Commnission or the Board, pleasc do not hesitate to contact any member
of the Commission on Human Relations or any member of the Board of Trustees, in-
cluding myself.

Very truly yours, _
Village President
BGC: hco
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MEMC TO: Commission on Human Relations
FROM: Robert G. Pierce, Villiape Menage:

SUBJECT: 172 Nauvoo Siree:

The Village has been advised as of Wednesday, Avgust 14, 1983, that ¥xr, and Mrs,
Harold 0. Haves, Jr. of 9051 South Stewart, Chicago, have made gprlication to
purchase f£rom the FHA property ai 172 Kauveo Siwveet in Pavl Forvest. This nroparty
is one of those on the list of ¥HA foreclostresz in Terk Fores:,
s fanily was brought to the attentiecn of the Comzission in an earlier
> July 22, 1983, from Mr. Dinersteirn,

RGP:sj

cc: B. G. Cunningham
Board of Trustees
Henry X. Dietch
William I. Haoby
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October 24, 1963

MEMO TO: COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS
FROM: ROBERT A. DINERSTEIN
SUBJECT: PROPERTY AT 115 HAY STBEET

Ve will make neighborhcod calls on Sunday, October 27. Ve will meet at
the Village Hall at 7:00 p.m, in order to get & little earlier start.
Please let me or Mr. Pierce know if you will not be there.

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Robinson have acquired an FHA foreclosure at 115 Hay
Street. Leonaxd Robinson, 29, is 2 native of New Jersey, graduate of

Indiana University, and teaches physical education in the Chicago schools;

he is now at the Lewis=-Champlin School, 320 VWest Englewood. Yvonne Robin~

son is a native of Chicago Heights, attended indiana University, and graduated
from Pestalozzi Froebel Teachers College in Chicago. She is a primary school

teacher in District 170, currently teaching third grade at the Franklin
School.

The Robinsons have three children: Wayne, 7, in second grade; Leomard, 5,
in lkindergarten; and David, 2. They have not made plans for church affilia-
tion in Park Forest; Mrs. Robimscn ls a member of the Union Evangelistic

* Church in Chicago Heights. Mr. Robinson hes been active in youth work in
Jones Memorial Center and the Chicago Heights Community Fund. Mrs. Robinson
does volunteer work in a Chicago hospital.

The Robinsons have wanted to relocate from their present housing and found
their best home vazlue in Park Forest. Availability through the FHA was
significant to them because it avoided the possible embarrassment of seeking
housing through the usual real estate channels. They are not members of any
"civil Rights" organizations.

RAD: heo

ce: B. G. Cunningham
Trustees
Yim. Hamby

H. X. Dietch
R. G. Pliexce



COMMISSION

* Nicholas Brewer

e Sheldon Braunstein
e Gale Christopher

* Dorothy Dempsey
 Robert Miller
 Ruth Skaggs

e H.T. Stowelll
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M¥r, John Lo, Scotty; Village Manager

On Monday, July 13, 1959 this department received numerous telephons calls
throughout the day indicating a rumor prevalent in the Eastgate area to the
effect that the house at 240 Arcadia, occupied by Leo N, Anderson and his wife,

had been or was being sold to colored people. Upon reporting this rumor to the -

Village Manager it was decided that the Public Safety Director should visit the
Andersons for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not any of the rumor was
factual,

At about 3:30PM the Director of Public Safety went to the Anderson home )
and found a group of about a dozen or more adults sitting in the yard at the
home of Anthony Menza, 238 Arcadia, discussing the situation., Upon the approach
of the Director of Public Safety these people advised me that the Andersons

were not at home, They asked me to have a chalr and proceeded to express their
concern over the rumor. They were most positive at this point that the dwelling
had been sold. After about an hour of discussion with the group I left.

At 6:00PM I called Mr. Anderson and found him at home, I apprized him of
the rumor and asked him if he would prefer to meet me in my office, to discuss
the facts of the case., Mr. Anderson suggested that I come to his home,

At about 6:15PM I went to the inderson home and upon approaching the house
found about sixty adults in the yard at 238 Arcadia, soms of them on the side-
walk and some in the street, A smaller group was gathered across the street,

I was admitted to the homs by Mr, Anderson. I epprized him of the rumor and in-
formed him I was there for the sole purpose of gathering the facts so as to keep
ny department and .myself properly informed.

Mro Anderson made the follaring statement to me. Sometime in Hovember of
1958 the Andersons purchased the house at 240 Arcadia, because it was a larger
home than their former one; apd they needed more room due to the fact that Mrs,
Anderson's sister was living with themo Some months ago Mrs. Anderson's
sister moved, making it necessary for the Andersons to find a smaller home, The
Andersons placed their home in the handes of the Park Forest Realty Company for

AF
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résals or trade for a.smaller house, After having the home listed feor several
months without a satisfactory result from the Park Forest Homes, Mr. Andersom
listed hif place with the Travis Realty Company, 412 East L7th Street, Chicago,
I1linois, whose clientele is composed largely of Italians and scme colored
peopls, Mr, Anderson stated that they began to get immediate results; based on
their price, from soms Italian families. On Sunday, July 12, 1959, ¥r. O'Neil,

a colored salesman for Travis Realty Company, brought a colored couple to the .
Anderson home, as prospective buyers., Mro. Anderson said that this colored man
is either an engineer or electrician at Sateville prison and is employed by the
State of Illinois, This colored family was interested in the home, but both they
and the salesman asked the Andersons to talk to the nsighbors with respect to
their feelings relative to the probability ¢ a colored family moving in, Mrs, -
Anderson; who is a credit manager at Meatgomery Ward Company in Chicago Heights, *- -
asked the Menza family, on Manday morning, if they would seek this information
in the neighborhood,

). Anderson was very cooperative and was quite csoncerned abcut tlhia- feelings:
of his neighbors. He stated to me that it was not his intention to do anything
that would upset the neighborhood and had not, now and would not in the future,
contemplate selling to anyone ebjectionable to his neighbir

I left the Anderson residence at aprroximately 7:30F¥ and ms t of the people
that were gathered at the Menza residence at 238 Arcadia began to approach me as
I went tp my caro Mr. Anderson accompanied me out of the house and was placing
his reflse cans at the curb, and he sald in the presence of the crowd to ms,
"Colonelly you are at liberty to tell these people what I Just told you, that I
will not l!spose of my house to anycne not acceptable to my neighbors.® I there
upon repes 1 this statement to these people.

This statement was accepted generally with the exception of one woman whe
said "I don’t bolieve it." I told her that I believed Mr. Anderson and I felt
that the peopls should accept ito, In my first discussion with the group in the
Menza yard, I made it quite clear that the purpose of my visit was to be properly
informed of this inecident and I advised the group of the rights of the Andersons
or any person or persons who might purchase their home, and that these rights
would be protected by the village and the Public Rafety Depa.rtmento

Reapectmlly lubnd.ttad,

ZW-&—-

Colonel Milan N, Plavsic, Di.rector ’
Department of Public Safety

WNPir
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Instructions to Village Employees
For Answering Questions With Respect to Local
Residence of Members of the Negro Racec

These instructions have been issued with the approval of the Village President
and every member of the Board of Trustees:

The Constitution of the United States and of the State of Illinois
establish that there can be no question as to the policy of the
Village Government in the event that a Negro family should make its
home in Park Forest. However, in view of the questions sometimes

. addressed to Village -personnel by individuals who are disturbed by
rumors they have heard, this short statement has been prepared as
a guide in replying to these 1nqu1t1es.

) It is probable that a variety of opinions on this subject are held
- --by the individuals who make up the staff of the Village Govermment, - . .-
It is important to remember that as public servants, it is absolutely
necessary to support the policy of the Village Government even though

it may not conform entirely with personal opinions,

The Village Government must extend equal services and protection of
the lav to all its citizens without any discrimination between them.
The Village Government neither encourages mor discourages the residence
in the Village of members of the Negro race. However, the Village
Govermment carefully investigates all information which reaches it,
so that preparations can be made to avoid any undesirable incidents.
In the event that a Negro family should make its home in Park Forest,
the Village Government will assure that family the samc protection of

the law that is afforded to any other resident or propcrty owner in
the Village.

July 27, 1959
Park Forest, Illinois
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A different melﬁory

Ta the Edilor:

Upon reading Dennia Wheeler's reminis-
cencea of the Park forest Plaza (now the
Centre}, I harkened back to when I moved
into the town, in 1963 — & black man mov-
ing into a community that had just begun Lo
loosen ils segregation against African
Americans. It wns 8 move made poseible
threugh the courageous rebellion sgainst
the repression of African Afiericans by the
civil righls movement, and the extreordi-
nary delermination of a few reaidents of the
soulh suburban aren that housing segrega-
tion shauld be eliminated — not the govern-
ment of Park Forest (or any other communi-
ty).

Tha racial atmosphers for hlacka in Park
Forest (or anywhere else) was not one of
“welcome,” but resignation o the fact that
laws had been pnsaed that barred the pre-
vniling cxcluaion of African Americans from
Purchnning houaes, That ia the atmosphere
in which I firat saw the Park Forest Plaza
that Dennia Wheeler remembers so fondly; a

* shopping center that had no black employ-
eca in ils ghops and remained that way for
many years after | moved to the Lown.
Wheeler snys that the decline of the Plaza
wna precipitaled by *. . | two local social
Ehenumena': The arrival of the interstate

ighway ayatem and , . . the enclosed
regional ghopping malls. Well, that may well
be, but I would eay the Plaza's decline, as
well ag that of towns throughout tha South
Suburbs, like Chicogo Heights, wea alao
occasioned by the inability of whites to
internci equitably with African Americans
“frecd” by the civil righta movement Lo move
anywhere they wished.

By “internct equitnbly” I mean: to include
the incoming black families into the ongoing
political, economje and educational phases of
the communities in auch a fashion as to cre-
ate true communitics of racial operational
diversity. This would have ealied for more
than smilea and perfunctory “double-dating”
nt social functions, But all one has to do is
look arcund, to see how inadequate was the
cooperation of blacks and whites beyond the
“superficial civility” atage. Tha two peoples
function very little togelher as equal allies
in Lhe auccess af Lheir mutual interests in
the auccessful operation of the political, eco-
namie end educational sectors of towns.

Thal contributed s lot to the demise of the
Park Forest Plaza, and will continue to
inhibit ils rehabilitation, unless ways are
invented to “bring in” “all” the residents of
the Lewn an participoting elements in the
rejuvenalion.

William Simpson
Park Forest
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Village Hall
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© " JILLAGE OF PARK FOREST
Gentlemen? T T

We wish to congratulate the Board for its just and forward-looking
actions toward passing a fair housing ordinance. Such actions are further
positive signs that perhaps our society may yet be the historical example for

what a human community should be.

We would be remiss, however, if we did not express our disappointment
that the Board did not consider it advisable to provide for the specific inclusion
of 2 Negro member on the Commission on Human Relations that will carry out
the provisiohs of the fair housing ordinance. We are disappointed too, that
there is no specific inclusion of a Negro on the Commission panel which will
pass on the validity of complaints. In this matter, the Board has missed an

important trend of the times.

Over and over again, it is being pointed out that a Key to the current
militancy of Negroes is to be found in the historic practice which systematically
excludes us from administrative bodies, and poliéy making activities, that vitally

affect our wellbeing.

Numerous rationalizations have been offered for these practically univer-
sal exclusions. But whatever those rationalizations may have been in the past,
however, clearly the time has come when the non-engagement of Negores in policy

making activities must cease. Indeed, it should be firmly understood, that
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from henceforth on there will be insistent moral and political pressure from

Negroes to set this deficiency aright.

The type of exclusion that must be abolished is amply demonstrated
in the establishment of the Commission on Human Relations. Here we will have
a policy making activity which will affect Negroes almost totally. Yet, though
the ordinance specifies an attorney and a real estate broker for membership
on the Commission, no such attention is accorded Negro representation, We
do not know what arguments convinced the Board against the specification of
a Negro on thle Commission and its panel, but we most certainly do not countenance
the argument that such a specification would open the flood gates tc.) a burdensome
number of claims by special groups wishing inclusion on the Commission. Nor
are we intimidéted by the argument that logic dictates the inclusion ~of all
special grodps, if one special racial, religious, or creedal group is specified.
The plain, unvarnished fact of our society is that the need for fair housing legis-
lation is necessitated by the institutionalized discrimination against Negroes in
our society. Negroes are the alpha and omega of discrimination in our society
in these times. Winning the battle over discrimination against Negroes will-

settle the matter for the other minorities.

We think that Negroes are specialists in their affairs, just as lawyers and
real estate brokers are in their affairs, and we do not admit that there is some
sacred specialness about the interests of the lawyer, or the real estate broker,

which does not also apply to the interests of the Negro.

Again regret must be expressed for this disappointing omission m your
otherwise laudatory actions.

ours trul
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