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. list Suburb Homes Available To Negroes 

.. , 

A list of 60 home\ a\·uihahlc: 
to Negro buyers iu H pre· 
do111inan1ly \\'hile 1uhurb\ "ii\ 
luued Wednesday by 1he < hi· 
cago Urban .l.eague. 

Edwin C. Berry, �t�:�\�c�~�·�u�1�i�'�e� 

dircclor or 1he league, \aiJ 
lsau.ance of 1he li\1 j, the fin1 
step "ia 1 public e,luc;alion 
campaign to inform Ncgrl)(i. 
of housina oppur1uni1ies av11il· 
able on a nondiM:rimin:ahny 
basit ·la Chicago :and it1 )Ub

wba ... 
Wednesday's list cove1ed 

only suburban areas and in· 
eluded homes al prices rung· 
Ina from 1 high of• $44;<100 in 
Bnnstoo to $12,200 in Pt11k 
forest. 

Group Co-opente 
Deny said the Urban I eague 

lt co-optntina with HOMI! 
Inc., 1 nonprofit organlz.alion 
concerned wilh Negro housing 
ojlportunllies. in providing 1he 
llltormatlon. 

Berry observed that the num
ber of Nearo homeowner• has 
Increased sreatly In the lasl 
decade ln Chicago. Also arow· 
IDa b the nwnber of Negros in 

rhc 111i1lollc dilliS brackel, be 
'lliol. 

·· 1 hc'e people can afford 
1k.:c111 lmu)ing," Berry con· 
1inueJ. ·· l"here is no reason 
"h) 1hcy 1houJJ nol have ii." 

I i\IS of ho111ing available 
h• Ncgr\)C' in suburbs or all· 
"h•tc: 1m.•as of Chicago will be 
�J�i�~�t�r�i�b�u�f�c�1�I� periodically to 1he 
�p�r�c�:�~�i�.�.� to the Urban League 
< ·oundl ot Religious Le3den 
1md to Urhan League mem· 
her\, Berry �~�a�i�d�.� 

Seek New Art•• 
The league is particularly in· 

1e1es1ed in opening �n�~�w� hous
ing areas 10 Negroes bec11use of 
an unmet demand by middle
income Negroes for I S,000 
homes and �b�e�c�a�u�~� or lhe de· 
cen1ralizution or induslry, Ber
ry !llaled. 

"If Negroes cannot move lo 
the suburhs, they will face in· 
creasingly hisher welfare and 
delinquency problems," Berry 
said. 

He contended lhal 42 of 7S 
community areas In Chicago 
have •'unwriuen bul highly vis
ible policies of Negro eaclu· 
aion, as do I 04 of the 115 

('ouk C111t1ll)0 ,uhurh\ \\hkh 
ring 1hc .:c11tr .11 �d�i�~�:�·� 

/\I.in) of the h11111c\ �l�i�~�l�c�J� hy 
the lc;iguc 111•" Jrc O\\ neJ 
h)· lhe Vclcr.111\ .·\,h11inhlr11tion 
unJ 1he F c 11 c r .i I 11011,ing 
A1l1111ni•11,11i1lll. 

·1 he Urhan I �c�.�1�~�u�c�\� lht fol-
111" ': 

NOR I It SllRURDS-f:\:tn'i· 
hm, h1.t1 h11ml"\ at �~�4�4�.�0�0�0� and 
$34.SOO; HighlanJ P:irk, four 
homes at U6.000, Sl2,000, 
SJO.SllU and $25.1100; Nor1h· 
brook, one al \21.500: Skokie, 
lhrcc at Sl7.SOO, $25.000 and 
S2J,500; Wil1111:11c. one al $22,· 
000. 

NOR 111\Vl:ST SUBllRRS
Elk (irove Village, one al $2),. 
100; Hano\·cr Park, 1wo al 
$16,7110 anJ $1.5,titHl; Hoff
man �f�a�t�a�l�e�~�.� eight al $22,500, 
$19,600, SI H,SOO, $17,900, 
Sl7,7tH>. Sl7,700, Sl7,000 and 
S 16,200; Mount Prd'>pci:t, one 
at S2l,OOO; P;irL Ri1lge, one at 
S28,000; Rolling Me<1Jows, one 
at S 14,500; S.:h.nrmhurg, one 
al �~�2�3�,�5�0�0�.� 

w1sn:RN SUIHiRDS
BrooUidd, one al S2l,SOO; 
Downers Cinl\e, two at UI,· 
000 anJ \ 16,500; 1 lmhurst, 

one al $20,900; Glen �~�l�l�~�n�.� 
one at $21.200; latirange 
Park, one al $27,500; I.hie, 
one al $2).SOO; l.omharJ, two 
al $18,SOO anJ SIS,900; Na
perville, one al $30.(IOO; Villa 
Puk, one al $21,000. 

SOUTifWEST SUUURBS
Alsip, one al $17 ,SOO; Arhury 
Hills, four al S 17 ,200, $1 S,650, 
$14,500 anJ S 12,JSO; Dlue h· 
land one al $14,800; Orland 
Park, one al $ 21,000; Orland 
Park Gardens, four al SI 7, 700, 
$17,700, $17.300 anJ $16.!<Hl; 
Tinley Park, two at $17,500 
and $14,400. 

SOUTH SUBURUS - Chi· 
cago Heights one ut Ufl,000; 
Country Club Hills, three al 
$24,900, $14.000 :anJ Sll,900; 
Crete, one 01 $25,500; Dolton, 
five at $20,000, $ J 7 ,000, S 14-
700, $14,000 and SI l,500; 
P:ark Forrest. eight ut S2 l.SOO, 
$20,800, Slll,700, Sl7,SOO, 
$1S,SOO, $15,500, Sil.JOO, anJ 
$12,200; Sauk Village, Ihm: 111 
$14,700,Sll.900, anJSll,900. 

Suburb Radal Picture 

ti1in i\ \ho" n fin.I, with non· 
"hite total folio" ing: 

Ev a n ' I on 79,28l-9,S44; 
Highland Purlt 2S,5l2 - 551; 
Nonhhrouk I I ,635-16; Sko
kie �5�9�,�)�6�~�2�7�1�;� Wilmette 
l),368-273. 
· Elk Oru\e Village 6,608-2; 
llanO\cr Parl 451 - none; 
Hoffman blJtcs 11,296-1 l; 
,Mount Pro!>pci:t 18,906-30; 
Park Ri1lgc l2.M9-36; Roll· 
ing M eaJ o" s I0,874-14; 
Schuumhurg IJHf>-none. 

B r o oL f i e I J :!0,429 - JO; 
l>u"nen Ciro\e 2l,IS4-56; 
UmhuN 1ti.991 - bl; Glen 

The Urhan I cague \iti1I the ' 
following is lhe pre!>enl "hitc· 
�n�o�n�w�h�~�t�e� population siluatiun ! 
in the suburbs. Tot;1l popula· �~� 

Ellyn I S,972 - 82; la Grange 
Park 13,793-8; Li1le 4,219 
- I; Lombard 22,561 - 24; 
Naperville 12,9JJ-29; Villa 
Park 20,391-JJ. 

Alsip 3,770 - 42; Albury 
H i 11 a (no figures available); 
Blue bland 17 ,622-323; Or· 
land Park 2,592 - 7; Orland 
Park Gardens (no figures avail· 
able); Tinley Park 6,392-4. 

Chicago Heights 34,331-
6,564; Country Oub HilH 3,421 
-1; Crete 3,463-none; Doi· 
ton 18,746-16: Puk Forest 
29,993 - 192; Saut Village 
4.687-15. 
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Instructions to Village Employees 
For AnSt1ering Questions With Respect to Local 

Residence of Members of the Negro Race 

... :··-

These instructions have been issued with the approval of the Village President 
and every member of the Board of Trustees: 

The Constitution of the United States and of the State of Illinois 
establish that there can be n~ question as to the policy of the 
Village Government in the event that a Negro family should make its 
home in Park Forest. However, in view of the questions sometimes 
addressed to Village -personnel by individuals who are disturbed by 
rumors they have heard, this short statem~nt has been prepared as 
a guide in replfing to these inquiries. 

It is probable .that a variety of opinions on this subject are held . 
- --by the individuals .who malce up the staff of the Village Government. , .. :~.·.~ 

It is important to remember that as public servants, it is absolutely 
necessary to support the policy of the Village Government even though 
it may not conform entirely with personal opinions~ 

The Village Government must extend equal services and protection of 
the lal1 to all its citizens without any discrimination between them. 
The Village Government neither encourages nor di~courages the reside~ce 
in the Village of ·members of the Negro race. However, the Village 
Government carefully investigates all information which reaches it, 
so that preparations can be made to avoid any undesirable incidents. 
In the event that a Negro family should make its home in Park Forest, 
the Village Government uill assure that family the same protection of 
the law that is afforded to any other resident or property owner in 
the Village. 

July 27, 1959 
Park Forest, Illinois 
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Park Forest Pioneer African-American Home Owners * 

NAME 
1. Dr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson 
2. Mr. and Mrs. Terry Robbins 
3. Mr •• and Mrs. Allen Glen 
4. Dr. and Ms. William Jackson 
5. Harold and Joyce Hayes 
6 .. Mr. and Ms. Alonzo Davis 
7. Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Robinson 
8. William (Virginia)Henderson 
9. William and Juanita Simpson 

I 0. Mr. and Mrs. Percy \Viii in ms 
11. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McKinney 
12. Mr. and Mrs. Urlin L. Clark (Lenore) 
13. Mr and Mrs. Willie Da,·is 
14. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ross 
15. Mr. and Mrs. David Fosset 
16. Calvin and lneasie Lacefield 
17. Mr. and Mrs. John Hannah 
18. Mr. and Mrs. James Phelums1 

19. Hayward.and Effie McKerson 
20. Frank and Clementine Irions2 

21. Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Flemings 4 

22. Mr. and Mrs. Homer Hicks 
23. Mr. and Mrs. William Rice 
24. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Clark 

! 7 children daughter of thl· Fosset's e 
~ 8 children in family 
~ lsr new home sold to :-.:egro Familv by developer Park Forest I Jomes, 
;! l.efi in 6/66 - ro New York 

ADDRESS UNIT 
House 

273 Blackhawk House 
429 Shabbonna House 
124 Monee Rd House 
172 Nauvoo St House 
339 Niagara Street House 
115 Hay Street House 

157 Algonquin St. House 
403 Wilshire House 

116 Sauk Trail House 
146 Iroquois St. House 
403 Todd House 
22 Sauk Trail House 
444 Shabonna House 
403 Shabonna House 
432 Neosho Street House 
8 Allegheny Court House 

331 Waldmann Dr. House 
362 Sauk Trail House 
517 Illinois 3• House 
322 Shawnee St. House 
332 Mohawk St House 
320 lndianwood Blvd House 
205 Orchard Drive House 

., 

' 1 

DATE 
1959 

12/62 
8/63 
9/63 
9/63 

12/63 
10/63 
10/63 
12/63 

6164 
7/64 
8/64 
8/64 

11164 
11/64 
7/65 
7/65 
10/65 
10/65 
1166 
2/66 
2/66 
3/66 
3/66 



.. .. Park Forest Pioneer African-American Home Owners * 

NAME ADDRESS UNIT 
25. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Johnson 495 Taiala Street House 
26. Mr. and Mrs. Sampson Rice 312 Windsor Street House 
27. Henry Jr. and Debby (Brown ) Bickham, 121 Peach Street House 
28. Mr. and Mrs. John Hart 322 Shawnee Street House 
29. Mr. and Mrs. Jim Norris 314 Somonauk House 
30. Mr. and Mrs (w). Shelby Steele 565 Homan Ave. House 
31. Leroy and Karen (w) Blackful, Jr. 313 Sauk Trail House 
32. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Murray 437 lndianwood House 
33. Anna and Robert (w) Taylor 508 Chase House 
34. Thomas and Agnes Augustine 215 Lee St. House 
35. Mr. and Mrs.(w) Jonas Holmes 245 lndianwood House 
36. Cap and Mossie Wallace (retired couple) 229 Alleganey House 
37. Mr. and Ms. Emuris Eley 173 Nauvoo St House 
38. Mr. and Mrs. Howard Roberts 180 Nanti Street House 
39. Mr. and Ms. Robert Thayer 245 Sauk Trail House 
40. Mr. and Mrs. Archie Holmes 176 Nanti Street 5 House 
41. Mr. and Mrs. Lucky Anderson 328 Minocqua St. House 
42. Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Hunter 86 Water Street House 
43. Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lanum 465 Talaia House 
44. Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Ray 284 Mowhawk Street House 
45. Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jackson 1 I 5 Algonquin Street House 
46. Mr. and Mrs. Homer Dillard, Jr. 40 l Neolsha St. House 

~ Conecrn regarding clustering - a11l'lllptcd to intcrc-st fomilv in anolht:r lon1ti1111 

2 

I 2 

DATE 
4166 
5166 
6166 
6/66 
7/66 
8/66 
8166 
11/66 
9166 
3/67 
5/67 
8/67 
9/67 
9167 
9/67 
9167 
11197 
2/68 

. 2/68 
3/68 
4/68 
4/98 
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November 16, 1962 

MEMO TO: President and Board of Trustees 

FROM: Robert A. Dinerstein 

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation With Mr. Robbins Concerning 273 Blackhawk Drive 

I held a lengthy conversation with Mr. Terry L. Robbins at his place of 
employment, NALCO Chemical Company, and learned the following: 

(1) Mr. Robbins is waiting for Veterans Administration to complete a "care
ful credit check." He does not know how long this will take, and understands that 
during this period the Veterans Administration holds the listing open for higher 
bids. After he receives Veterans Administration's approval, it will be several 
weeks ~efore he would be able to move. He is now renting and would want to re
cover a security deposit. 

(2) I emphasized the importance of his advising Chief Hamby and me of his 
plans. He assured me thnt he would be able to advise us several weeks in advance 
of a moving date. 

(3) He and his wife are active members of the Emerald Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Chicago. He had planned on remaining active in that church because 
"the neighborhood is changing" and he wants to help continue it as an integrated 
church. I recommended that he contact the Minister of a Park Forest Church and 
mentioned Grace United Protestant Church because of the location of the house. 

(4) I asked Mr. Robbins if he had any plans to alter the house. He said 
his wife does not like the color of the exterior, but he was not sure whether he 
would make any changes until Spring. 

(5) He has met some people from the "neighborhood" one from Sangamon Street, 
and one from a block or so away on Blackhawk Drive. A NALCO employee, Sheldon M. 
Kleinman, lives on Sangamon Court. 

(6) Mr. Robbins is not affiliated with the NAACP or any other similar organ
ization. 

(7) The Robbins children are ages 7 (Grade 2) and 8 (Grade 3) both at Parker 
Elementary School. 

(8) I asked Mr. Robbins about the history of seeking housing in Park Forest 
and the following is his report: 



November 16, 1962 2. 

About September 15, he visited the Rental Office and spoke with Mr. Rashkin 
and made application for a rental unit including a check. Later he received a 
telephone call from Mr. Rashkin who advised him that they were upable to enter
tain his application. He subsequently received a blank sheet of paper in the:oail 
with his check attached. 

· About November 1, he visited the Co-op Office where he was told by Mr. Engel
hart to withold making application until after December 15 at which time the Co-op 
Organization would be in control. 

Mr. Robbins is active in a senior high school youth program in his church. 
Through this activity he n:et a Joe Sample who is a member of Mayor Dal~y 1 s Youth 
Commission. He reported the above two incidents to Mr. Sample, who referred him 
to Harry Teshima, who ~1r. Sample knew in Park Forest. Mr. Robbins called on Mr. 
Teshima who asked him if he had considered purchasing a home in Park Forest and 
drove him around the Comnunity. Mr. Robbins considered nt least one other house 
in Park Forest, but it was located on Western Avenue which he felt was too exposed 
a location. 

Mr. Robbins reported to me the information we have already had about his 
contact with the realtors in Park Forest, whom he considered to be devious, fol
lowing which he placed his deposit with a Chicago realtor. 

At the conclusion of our conversation, I restated the policy of the Village 
Government, and the position of the Commission on Human Relations--that we did 
not care whether or not he moved to Park Forest, and certainly were not intending 
to encourage or assist him; that he should not over simplify,the possible 
complications of such a move either because of our one experience, or because of 
the optimism of his friends; that some might question the desirability of his se
lected location; and thtl~ our sole interest is the welfare of the community which 
could be best served by following the procedures I recotiJmended once he had made 
the decision to move. 

BAD:sj 

cc: Conmdssion on Human Relations 
Robert G. Pierce, Village Manager 
William I. Hamby, Acting Chief of Police 



( 
December 4, 1962 

MEMO TO: Commission on Human Relations 

FROM: B. G. Cunningham, Village President 

SUBJECT: Neighbor Calls in the Vicinity of 273 Blackhawk 

In an effort to establish a pattern of similarity in our calls in the vicinity 
of 273 Blackhawk, I am requesting that you observe the following procedures: 

1. Please do not start the calls until 7 P.M., Tuesday, December 4. 

2. Please mention no move-in date. If the question comes up, please 
state only that the Robbins are entitled to the occupancy of their 
residence since last Saturday. 

· 3. Please leave a copy of the State of Illinois Civil Rights booklet. 
Copies were furnished to you last Saturday. In addition, you may 
want to leave a mimeographed copy of President Kennedy's remarks 
which appeared in the Sun Times. Five extra copies are herewith. 

4. During the interview please point out that the Village neither dis• 
courages or encourages residents by any race, color or creed, how
ever, there can be no question about the intention to keep the peace 
and preserve law and order. 

5. Also poi~t out that VIOLENCE is the worst thing that could possibly 
take place. It will not only discourage future home purchases in 
the area by other buyers, but it will also accelerate the selling 
of dwellings on the part of law abiding citizens who want i\O part 
of any such activities. Request each family's cooperation. Ask 
them to contact the Police Department (Pl 8-4700) if there are sus• 
picious or unusual occurances in the neighborhood. 

6. When you complete this interview, please partially record their 
reactions on the back of the 3x5 card. When you have completed 
your calls for the evening, please leave the cards at the Village 
Hall with Mr. Pierce. 

BGC:sj 
enc. 
cc: Robert A. Dinerstein 

Board of Trtlstees 
Henry x. Dietch 
Jacob I. :Bregman 

/...-·'Robert G. Pierce 
W:tlliam I. Hamby 



August 19, 1963 

MEMO 'ID: OOMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS 

FROM: GALE A. CHRISTOPHER 

1. '.Chere will be a meeting of the Human Relations Conunissiori on Friday, August 
23rd, at 8:30 P.M. at the Villege Hall. There is no particular problem to 
be considered, but it would appear wise to have a general review of our 
actual and potential move-ins. 

2o 172 Nauvoo Streeto We are informed that the offer of Harold Hayes has been 
accepted by the FHA and Mr. Hayes confirmed this by telephone today. The 
transaction has not been closed but this should be accomplished within the 
next. two weeks. They hope to move in early September. Hayes is referred to 
in Bob Dinerstein's memo of July 22nd as being interested in the house on 
Waldmann Drive. His inte1:est in a Park Forest house originated with Jim 
Williams, the East Chicago Heights real estate broker who is handling this 
transaction. His attorney is Marvin Gavin, wit~ offices at 30 West Washington 
Street (AN 3-3116). Mro Hayes is a recreation director. in East Chicago Heights 
and became acquainted with Mr .. Willie.ms who is en the East Chicago Heights 
Recreation Board. Both Mr. Hayes and his wife, Joyce, are graduates of 
George Williams College. She is employed by the Chicago Board of Educationo 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes are Catholic and presently attend Our Lady of Solace 
Church at 6220 South Sangamon Street in Chicago. They intend to affiliate 
with a Catholic Church in Park Forest. M~. Hayes is well acquainted with 
~on Clayton who lives at 359 Oakwood Street. Mr. Clayton is on the faculty 
of George Williams College. The Hayes have no children. I asked Mr. Hayes 
his reason for mo'ling to Park Forest and he stated that he and his wife merely 
wanted a nice house in the suburbs within their price range. They had decided 
it was about time to settle do~m and start raising a family. This will no 
doubt please Pope Paulo 

3. 157 Algonguip Street. This transaction seems to be bom~ed do-wn in financing 
difficulties. Late last week I te.lked to Mr. Henderson cs attorney, Hugh 
Schwartzberg. He stated that the contract sale approach seemed to have fallen 
through because the required payments were more than the Hendersons could af
ford. It appears that there is a second mortgage on this house, a little de
tail which Olin had probably forgott 1:m about o Mr o Scnwartzb.arg said they 
were now going to attempt normal mortgage fi.nancing for the Hendersons. He 
believes this will be possible because Mr. Henderson's actual income is con
siderably higher than his base salary due to overtime. Schwartzberg reports 
that Henderson's employer is willing to certify that he will have an annual 
income of approximately $8,000~ 

4. 429 Shabbona Drive. The Glenns moved in today - no cakes and no problems. 

GAC:hco 
cc: R. G. Pierce 

President and. Board of Trustees 
Village Attorney 
Acting Chief Hamby 

GALE Ao CHRISIDPHER 



MEW TO: 
CC: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT; 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN H.ELATl.ONS 
President and Board of Trustees 
R. G. Pierce 
Wm. Hamby 
Ho X. Di.etch 

ROBERT Ao DINERSTEIN 

124 M:>NEE ROAD 

A~gTJSt 29. 1963 

Dro and Mrs. William Jaci:~son :1~vE purchased ~.u Flu\ fcrec:· nr '!:·1 Lorne at. 12.+ Mcnee 11.oar'.~

The FHA loan was approved today H .d the Jacksons will be p: -:-r:it tcd tc. oc ::upy tne 
house in advance of closing. 

The Jacksons are now renting ir rbir;c>.go andr because tht;!:i.'.t lr·?r..f:c! e;.:pires September 1, 
plan to move to Park Forest on ~ia.tu::da~' ~ August 31 .. 

Dro Jackson is 29, a graduate c:~ Mo4ehouse College in Atbx ta t:nd the: University of 
Illinois medical school" He tnterned at Wayne touoty HosF i ~.ill :i.n Detroit and was in 
general practice in Rockford for three years prior to opening '' pr act ice in Chicago 
Heights a few months ago. He fo en the staff of St. James j: ... osi:·~·~t:al c . Dr. Jackson 
is the father of a three ... year 01.d boy by a previous marriage::. '?he boy is an occa
sional visitor. 

Mrs. Ja~kson attended NorthwestPrn University ar&d graduatec". f.rN!i the University of 
Wisconsino She is an occupatbnal therapist in the Drexel .Llomc for the Aged in 
Chicago~ She is on vacation ur..f:i.J. September 9. 

Mrs. Jackson is Lutheran and Dr . .7ackson attend~ St~ Phillips Lutheran Church in 
Chicago with her, although. he fr E. Congregationdist. ~ 1'hey plan to visit Hope 
Lutheran Church but have not dec~ced whether to joir; or re t a:i.n their Chicago church 
affiliation. Mrs. Jackson is a member of the Luth<=?ran choi:r and has been active in 
other musical groups o She is r.: r c .:\ct:j.ve in the Prcvide~t ~losp:ltal Auxiliary in 
Chicago. 

The Jacksons decided to move ~u.:;1 his practic~ tn Cb.icagc ~·?:;.ghts and~ when they 
were unable to find suitable hou~ ing in Chicago Heights, w2::-e shown several fore
closures in Park Forest by Ja·:k!:.cr: Gray Realty' '.Phrough. ~they purchased their 
new home. · ·~~""-

The Jacksons have visite".l the hr:t•se several times and were ''hserved on one occasion 
by their neighbor at 12(. Monee P,cad but did not meet t~1em.. 'lrs. Jackson plans to 
be in the house tomorro'°· for inE-tallation of telephone and . ·1·eparation for moving 
by a commercial mover on Saturd~y. 

In response to my question~ Mrs, Jackson stated that·. t.:1is 11, ve is solely theirs 
and is not associated with any crganizational activity. 

RAD:hco 

J',f 
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Beverly 8. Savltt 
Quentin H. Wood 

CLERIC 
Gretchen IC. Haverkamp 

August 30, 1963 

The Village Government has received notice of the sale of property at 124 Monee 
Road by the FHA through their foreclosure procedure to a Dr. and Mrs. William 
Jackson of Chicago. They are a Negro couple lrl.th no children. 

Because of your prior interest· and cooperation with both the Commission and the 
Village Board, this letter has been prepared to acquaint you with the facts as 
we know them pertaining to the Jackson family. Dr. William Jackson is 29 years 
of age, a graduate of Morehouse College in Atlanta and the University of Illinois 
Medical School. After interning at Wayne County Hospital in Detroit, Dr. Jackson 
practiced in Rockford for three years prior to opening an office in Chicago Heights 
a few months ago. Dr. Jackson is on the staff of St. James Hospital. He has 
been inarried previously and has a son three years old who is an occasional visi
tor to his home. 

Mrs. Jackson attended Northwestern University and graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin, and is an occupational therapist for the aged peoples home·in Chicago. 
Mrs. Jackson is active in various musical groups and the Provident Hospital Auxili
ary. 

The family currently attends St. Phillips Lutheran Church in Chicago. Dr. Jackson 
and his wife decided to live near his office in Chicago Heights, and when they ·, ..... 
uere unable to find·suitable housing in Chicago Heights, were shown several FHA 
fpreclosures in Park Forest. 

You have previously been furnished information about the Village's position in 
mattero such as this. If you have any· questions, or if you have information 
uhich you feel would be of value to the Commission or the Board, please do not 
hesitate to contact any member of the Conunission on Human Relations or any .mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees, including myself. · 

BGC:sj 

Very truly yours. 

B. G. Cunningham 
Village President 
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PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS • TELEPHONE Piigrim 8· 1112. 

PRESIDENT 
lerncrrd G. Cunnlnahcrm 

VILLAGE MANAGER 
Robert G. Pierce 

Jade H. Comeliua 
Jcrmea R. Glennon 

TO ALL PARK FOREST REALTORS: 

TRUSTEES 
Leo H. Jacobson 

WIUiam E. Murphy 
Beverly B. Savitt 
Quentin H. Wood 

CLERK 
Gretchen K. Haverkamp 

September 30, 1963 

You will recall that on August 8, 1963 a meeting was held with the Park Forest 
Clergy ~nd Rabbinate concerning the possibility of two Negro families moving to 
Park Forest. On August 9 you were furnished with biographical facts about the 
Henderson family. 

The Village has now received confirmation of the purchase of property at 157 Algon
quin Street by Mr. and Mrs. William Henderson of Chicago. In the event you no 
longer have the information available, the biographical inf oxmation on the Hender
sons kno\m to the Village is repeated ~elow: 

Mr. Henderson is a drafting analyst and has been employed for J~ years with his 
present employer. He attended college for one year and has had several 
years training in professional trade schools. 

The Hendcrsons have three children: Karen, 7. entering second grade; Kevin, 6, 
entering first grade; and Keith, 3 years old. 

The Hendersons are Lutherans and uill affiliate with Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Park Forest. They have already been called on by Reverend Leonard A. Andersoq, 
Assistant Pastor of this Church. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Henderson have been active in civic affairs. ~lrs. Henderson 
organized a PTA in the Schiller School and has served several terms as President. 
She has also been responsible for several groups in programs of the Illinois Youth 
Commission. Mr. Henderson is the head of a housing organization, has worked with 

. the Illinois Youth Commission, and with the Boy Scouts. 

If you have any questio.ns, or if you have information which you feel would be of 
value to the Coumission or the Board, please do not hesitate to contact any member 
of the Commission on Human Relations or any member of the Board of Trustees, in
cluding myself. 

Very truly yours, 

~.~~ 
Village President 

BGC:hco 

1\( 
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MEMO 'IO: Comm:tns:too. en :m.1man Rektiotts 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 172 Nauvoo Strset 

The Village has been aclvi.$ed as af: WC?d11e3ccy, August 11~, 1963, tha~ M= o and Mrs., 
Harold o. Hayes, Jr. of 9051 South Stei:·mJ."t, Chicago, h~ri:e m~de application to 
purchase fa:om the FHA p:::opet"t:y at 172 l\::!u-..:-c:> St?:eat :!.n Pa:d~ Fm:est. This ~ropc:rty 
is one of those on the list of FHA foreclos..:.z:es i.11 Per.k Forest. 

'Xhe Hayes £~:n.i.ly war; b~ought to t:he c:?tte::1tio~ of the Ccrr:ldz:>ion in an e:irlier 
memo o~ J~ly 22, 1963, from 1-irG Dinerst~in. 

RGP:sj 
cc: B. Go Cunningham 

Board of Trustees 
Henry X. Dietch 
William I. Hamby 



October 24~ 1963 

MEMO TO: C.'OMMISS!OH OM HUMAN RELATIONS 

FROM: ROBERT A. DINERSTEIN 

SUBJECT: PROPERTY AT 115 HAY STREET 

We uill make neighborhood calls on Sunday, October 27. We uill meet at 
the Village Hall at 7:00 p.m. in order to get e little earlier start. 
Please let me or Mr. Pierce know if you will not be there. 

Mr~ and Mrs. Leonard Robinson have acquired an FHA foreclosure at 115 Hay 
Street. Leonard Robinson, 29, is a native of New Jersey, graduate of 
Indiana University, and teaches physical education in the Chicago schools; 
he is now at the Lewis-Champlin School, 320 West Englewood. Yvonne Robin-
son is a native of Chicago Heights, attended Indiana University, and graduated 
from Pestalozzi Froebel Teachers College in Chicago. She is a primary school 
teacher in District 170, currently teaching third grnda at the Franklin 
School. 

The Robinsons have three children: Wayne, 7, in second grade; Leonard, 5, 
in kindergarten; and David, 2. They have not mude plans for church affilia
tion in Park Forest; Mro. Robinson is a member of the Union Evangelistic 

· Church in Chicago Heights. Mr. Robinson has been active in youth work in 
Jones Memorial Center and tbe Chicago Heights Community Fund. Mrs~ Robinson 
does volunteer work in a Chicago hospital. 

The Robinsons have wanted to relocate from their present housing· and found 
their best home value in Park Forest. Availability through tho FHA was 
significant to them because it avoidod the possible embarrassment of seeking 
housing through the usual real estate channels. They are not members of any 
"Civil Rights" organizations. 

RAD:hco 
cc: B. G. Cunningham 

Trustees 
Wm. Hamby 
11. X. Dietch 
R. G. Pierce 
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!fro John Lo Scott, Village Manager 

On Uondq• Jul7 139 19S9 this department rece1Yed numerous t.elephorm calla 
throughout the dq indicating a rumor preftlent in the Eastgate area to the 
e.ffect tnat the house at 240 Arcadia, occupied b7 Leo Ho Anderson and his wife~ . 
had been or was being sold to colored people o Upon reporting this rumor to the· ~. . 
Village Manager it was decided that the Public Satety Director should visit the 
Andersons tor the purpose ot ascertaining whether or not anr of the rumor waa 
tactualo 

At about 3:3oPM the Director or Public Satet;y went to the Anderson homa 
and found a group or about a dozen or more adults sitting in.the yard at the 
home ot Anthon7 llenza, 238 Arcadia,, discussing the situationo Upan the approach 
ot the Director ot Public Safety these people advised me that the A11dersOD11 
were not at homeo Thq asked me to have a chair and proceeded to express their 
concern over the rumoro They were most positive at this point that the dwelllng 
had been soldo After about an hour ot discussion with the group I lefto 

At. 6:00Pll I called Mro l\nderson and found him at homeo I appri~ed him ot 
the rumor and asked him it he·woald pref'er to meet me in DO" office, to d1scuee 
the facts of the caseo Mro Andersen suggested that I com to his homeo 

At about 6:1SPM I went to the Anderson home and upon approaching the house 
round about sixty adults in the yard at 238 Arcadia• soma or them on the aide
wallc an!! som 1n the streeto A smaller group was gathered across the etreet.o 
I was admitted to the home by Mro .Andersono I apprized him or the rumor and in= 
formed him I was there for the sole purpose or gathering the tacts eo as to keep 
11\f department and.J117Self proper~ informedo 

lfro Anderson made the follming statement to meo Sometime in lovember ot 
1958 the Andersons purchased the howse at 240 Arcadia, because it was a larger 
home than their former one, atld 1¥le7 needed more room due to the fact that Mrso 
Anderson's sister was 11 ving with themo Some months ago Jira o Anderson' e 
sister moved, making it necessary for the Andersons to find a smaller homeo The 
Andersons placed their home in the hands of the Park Forest Realty Comp8.l'J1' tor 
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resale or trade tor a. smaller house o After having the hons listed for several 
mntha without. a satisfactoey result from the Park Forest Homes, Ml-a AndersODI 
listed his place with t.he Travis Realty Company8 bl2 East 47th Street9 Chicagos 
Illinois, whose clientele is composed largely or Italians and scae colored 
peopleo llro Anderson stated that they began to get inmediate results, based on 
their price., from some Italian familieso On Sundq, Ju~ 121 19$91 lk-o O'Neil, 
a colored salesman for Travis Realt.y Comp8J17• brought a colored couple to the . 
Anderson home- u prospective buJereo Mro Anderson said that this colored man 
ie either an engineer or electrician at Sateville prison and ia employed b7 the 
State ot Illinoiso Thia colored famil,f was interested 1n the hom, mt both they 
and the salesman asked the Andersons to talk to the naighbore with respect to 
their tee.lings relative to the probabilit7 c a colored f'am1]7 moving 1no Jlrso 
Andersen• who ie a credit, manager at Jlantgome17 l'Jard Comp81Q" in Chicago Eeightsg ,;. · · 
asked the Venza tam1]1'~ on llcnday morning, it thq would seek thie intonation 
1n the neighborhoodo 

.Mt-a Anderson was very cooperative and wae quite concerned about t:ia- teelinga · -
ot bis neighborao Be stated to me that it was not his intention to do 8n)1;h1ng 
'that would upset the neighborhood and had not, now and would not in the future• 
contemplate selling 'to anyone objectionable to his neighb\ r 

I lett the Anderson residence at approximately 7130PK and nm t of the people 
that were gathered at. the Manza residence at 238 Arcadia began t.o approach me aa 
I went tp· m7 caro Mi'o Anderson accompanied me out of the house and 1188 placing 
his refbas~ can• at. the curb. &.'ld he said 1n the presence or the crowd to ma, 
"Colon._ ;1ou are at liberty to tell these people what I just told you8 that I 
will n~ ~spose of my house to an)'Clne not acceptable to my neighborso" I there 
upon repea 1 this statAment to these peopleo · 

Thie statement was accepted ~nerallJr with the exception or. one woman who 
said "I don't bolieve ito" I told her that I believed llro Andersca and I felt 
that the people should accept i to In 1JG" first discussion with the group in the 
Jlensa 7ard~ I made it. quite clear that the purpose or 1111' vlsi t was to be .Properq 
informed ot this incident and I advised the group or the rights or the Andersons 
or ~ person or persons who might purchase their home• and that these rights 
would ~ protected by the village and the Public ~a~ety Department.a 

l!NPair 

Respectfully eubm1tted1 

*1d__~~-~ 
~lan K. Plavs1c9 ;rector 

Department or Public Satet)' 
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Instructions to Village Employees 
For Answering Questions With Respect to Local 

Residence of Members of the Negro Race 

.. 

These instructions have been issued with the approval of the Village President 
and every member of the Board of Trustees: 

The Constitution of the United States and of the State of Illinois 
establish that there can be n~ question as to the policy of the 
Village Government in the event that a Negro family should make its 
home in Park Forest. However, in view of the questions sometimes 
addressed to Village -personnel by individuals tlho are disturbed by 
rumors they have heard, this short statem~nt has.been prepared as 
a guide in replying to these inquiries. 

It is probable ~that a variety of opinions on this subject are held 
· ·-by the individuals wo make up the staff of the Village Governmen~. · ·- :-:. ·-·- . 

It is important to remember that as public servants, it is absolutely 
necessary to support the policy of the Village Government even though 
it may not conform entirely with personal opinions~ 

The Village Government must extend equal services and protection of 
the lau to all its citiz.ens without any discrimination between them. 
The Village Government neither encourages nor di~courages the reside~ce 
in the Village of ·members of the Negro race. However, the Village 
Government carefully investigates all information which reaches it, 
so that preparations can be made to avoid any undesirable incidents. 
In the event that a Negro family should ma~e its home in Park Forest, 
the Village Government uill assure that family the same protection of 
the law that is afforded to any other resident or property owner in 
the Village. 

July 27, 1959 
Park Forest, Illinois 
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WILLIAM SIMPSON 
IONEER RES 

Tfte STAf! • Su~oAv, MARCH 24, 1996 

A different memory 
To the Editor: 

Upon rending Dennie Wheeler's reminis
cences of the Park forest Plozo (now the 
Centre), I horkcned bock lo when I moved 
into the town, in 1963 - B block man mov
ing into o community that hod jUBt begun to 
loosen its segregation against African 
Americans. It was a move made possible 
through the courageous rehellio.IJ egoinet 
Uio repression of African Am·ericans by the 
civil rights movement, and U10 extraordi
nary delerminolion of o few residents of the 
south suburban n.ren thot housing eegrego
lioo •hould be eliruinnled - not the govern
ment of Pork Forest (or any other communi
ty). 

1110 rocial elmoephero for blacks in Perk 
Forcot (or anywhere else) woe not one of 
"welcome," but resignation lo the fncl that 
lows hod been pnooed that barred the pre
vailing cxclueion of African Americans from 
purchasing houses. TI1ot is the atmosphere 
m which I first enw the Park Forest Plaza 
that Dennie Wheeler remembers so fondly; o 

shopping ecol.er U10t had no block employ
ees in its shops ond remolned that woy for 
mony ycors a.fl.er I moved lo the town. 
Wheeler soya U10t tho decline of the Plaza 
woe predpitsled by • . . . two local social 

r.h~nomcnn": The arrival of the inlerslale 
ighwoy oyelem ond ... the enclosed 

regional shopping malls. Well, that may well 
be, but I would say the Plaza's decline, BB 
well as Urnt of towtl.ll throughout the South 
Suburbs, like Chicago Heights, wBB also 
occasioned by the inability of whitea lo 
inleroct equitably with African Amerieane 
"freed" by the civil rights movement lo move 
anywhere they wished. 

Dy "inlerocl equitably" I mean: lo include 
lhe incoming block families into the ongoing 
J>Oliticol, econon\i.c end educational phases of 
the communitice ia such e fBBhion ae lo cre
ole true communities of racial operational 
diversity. This would have called for more 
than smiles ond perfunctory "double-dating" 
ol social functions. Dul all one hoe lo do is 
look around, lo ecc how inedequale w1111 the 
cooperation of blocks nod whiles beyond the 
"euperlicinl civility" otsgo. The two people• 
function very little logeU1er as equal ellieo 
in the success of their mulunl in I.crests in 
the succeeeful operation of the polilicnl, eco
nomic ond educational seclore of towns. · 

Thnt contribu ted o lot lo the demise of Uie 
Pnrk Forest Plnzo, ond will continue lo 
inhibit iU. rehobilitotion, unless ways arc 
invented lo "bring in" "all" lhe resident.. or 

1 the lown no porlicipoling elements in the 
rejuvenolion. 
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We wish to congratulate the Board for its just and forward-.looking 

actions toward passing a fair housing ordinance. Such actions are.further 

positive signs that perhaps our society may yet be the historical example for 

what a human community should be. 

We would be remiss, however, if we did not express our disappointment 

that the Board did not consider it advisable to provide for the specific inclusion 

of a Negro member on the Commission on Human Relations that will carry out 

the provisions of the fair housing ordinance. We are disappointed too, that 

there is no specific inclusion of a Negro on the Commission panel which will 

pass on the validity of complaints. In this matter, the Board has missed an 

important trend o~ the times. 

Over and over again, it is being pointed out that a key to the current 

militancy of Negroes is to be found in the historic practice which systematically 

excludes us from administrative bodies, and policy making activities, that vitally 

affect our wellbeing. 

Numerous rationalizations have been offered for these practically univer

sal exclusions. But whatever those rationalizations may have been in the iast, 

however, clearly the time has· come when the non-engagement of Negores in policy 

making activities must cease. Indeed, it should be firmly understood, that 
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from henceforth on there will be insistent moral and political pressure. from 

Negroes to set this deficiency aright. 

The type of exclusion that must be abolished is amply demonstrated 

in the establishment of the Commission on Human Relations. Here we will have 

a policy making activity which will affect Negroes almost totally. Yet, though 

the ordinance specifies an attorney and a real estate broker for membership 

on the Commission, no such attention is accorded Negro representation. We 

do not know what arguments convinced the Board against the specification of 

a Negro on the Commission and its panel, but we most certainly do not countenance 

the argument that such a specification would open the flood gates to a burdensome 

number of claims by special groups wishing inclusion on the Commission. Nor 

are we intimidated by the argument that logic dictates the inclusion of all 

special groups, if one special racial, religious, or creedal group is specified. 

The. plain, unvarnished fact of our society is that the need for fair housing legis

lation is necessitated by the institutionalized discrimination against Negroes in 

our society. Negroes are the alpha and omega of discrimination in our society 

in these times. Winning the battle over discrimination against Negroes will· 

settle the matter for the other minorities. 

We· think that Negroes are specialists in their affai~s, just as lawyers and 

real estate brokers are in their affairs, and we do not admit that there is some 

sacred specialness about the interests of the lawyer, or the real estate broker, 

which does not also apply to the interests of the Negro. 

Again regret must be expressed for this disappointing omission~ your 

otherwise laudatory actions. 

:· Yqur~ truly~,. Q~ 
...t-t-t.:.. ~-~~ . -

~1-1-~(l tJ .. 4~--
403 Wilshire / 
Park Forest, Ill. 
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