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Open Textbooks, Journals, and Scholarly 
Works in Teaching & Research 

Faculty Summer Institute 
June 2, 2015 – 2 pm 

Presented by 
Paul Blobaum, Professor, Scholarly Communications Librarian 

Sarah Wegley, Digital Metadata & Web Services, Library Operations Associate 



• Joined Digital Commons network in March 2014 
 

• Launched OPUS site on May 19, 2014 
 

• Website URL: http://opus.govst.edu 
 

• Overview of Digital Commons Platform capabilities 

Introducing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How many have heard of the Scholarly Communications Crisis?   Basically the For Profit model of publishers is not sustainable.  Libraries and universities cannot access research that their faculty and institutions created.

Academic libraries are meeting the challenge by implementing initiatives to meet these challenges and help create the sustainable future… one of these ways it the implementation of digital repository platforms.

OPUS replaces the GSU Vault, implemented in 2006, which used open source software, but ran on a GSU server. 

We posted our first Capstones and Theses in Opus on June 4, 2014.  

Bepress – Berkely California

Features:   Publication of peer reviewed journals,  Monographs,  Events, general Series, and Image galleries.  

Of interest to GSU academic programs, the entire capstone/thesis process can be managed from initial submission of proposal by student, to final acceptance and posting on the web.
�Bepress provides a lot of technical support and consultation support, and there is a community of practice on Google Groups.  

Also, there is a Digital Commons Great Lakes Users Group conference each year.



http://opus.govst.edu/


 Capstone Projects and Theses 
 

 Pilot project with CAS, expanding to other 
colleges this year 
 

 Students retain copyright of their work, but 
gain greater exposure for their scholarship 



 A Discrete Density-Dependent Model of the 
Solanum Virus  

   
    

 
 Monte Carlo Simulation: When Should a 

Contestant Stop Spinning? 
 

   
 

http://opus.govst.edu/theses/45/
http://opus.govst.edu/theses/46/


 Brings together free, full-text scholarly 
articles from hundreds of universities and 
colleges worldwide. 
 

 http://network.bepress.com  
 
 

More about OPUS: 
1st Year Report 
http://opus.govst.edu/faculty/28 

http://network.bepress.com/


 Faculty Research and Creative Activity Series 
 OA journal articles, working papers, presentation files, 

media, etc. http://opus.govst.edu/faculty/  
 

 Faculty Bookshelf   
http://opus.govst.edu/faculty_books/  

 Impact of Environments  
 Example of using Events to showcase Faculty research, 

Research Salon April 24, 2015 
 http://opus.govst.edu/fre/2015/Impact_of_Environments  
 

http://opus.govst.edu/faculty/
http://opus.govst.edu/faculty_books/
http://opus.govst.edu/fre/2015/Impact_of_Environments
http://opus.govst.edu/
http://demo.govst.bepress.com/fre/2015/ImpactofEnvironments/


1.   Locating, accessing, adopting 
2.   Writing and Publishing Open Texts 

 
 Research Guide @ 

http://libguides.govst.edu/opentextbooks 
 
 Digital Commons network      
    example: Portland State U 
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/pdxopen/ 
 
Grand Valley State U (MI) OER 

   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open Textbooks is part of a movement to create Open Educational Resources (OER).   

Library Research Guide

A few examples from Digital Commons



http://libguides.govst.edu/opentextbooks
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/pdxopen/
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/pdxopen/
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/books/
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/books/
http://libguides.govst.edu/opentextbooks


 Digital Commons Library Page on Open 
Educational Resources: 
◦ http://digitalcommons.bepress.com/oer/  

http://digitalcommons.bepress.com/oer/
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