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The publication of the names of students does not necessarily constitute 
their official certification as graduates.

Governors State University is not responsible for any omissions, errors, 
and/or changes in this program.
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Order of Exercises

Thursday, May 20, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Cheryl Green 
University President 

Presiding

Program

WELCOME ..................................................................................................Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.... ....................................  Lisa M. Harrell, Chair

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS ..........................................................................Dr. Cheryl Green, President

DEAN REMARKS ..........................Dr. Catherine Balthazar, Dean, College of Health and Human Services

Dr. Shannon Dermer, Dean, College of Education 

HOODING OF DEGREE CANDIDATES

Marlon Cummings, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Leadership Program

Matthew Cooney, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Leadership Program

Quincy Martin III, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Leadership Program

Stephen Wagner, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Leadership Program

Rebecca Siefert, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Leadership Program

Cynthia Carr, Faculty, Department of Occupational Therapy

Caren Schranz, Chair, Department of Occupational Therapy

Patricia Robey, Chair, Division of Psychology and Counseling

Amy Bala, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Jessica Corbus, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

David Diers, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Scott Getsoian, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Maryleen Jones, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Roberta Kuchler O’Shea, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Reneé D. Theiss, Faculty, Department of Physical Therapy

Rebecca Wojcik, Chair, Department of Physical Therapy

CLOSING REMARKS ................................................................................Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost



4

Class of 2020 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Doctor of Education

Counselor Education and Supervision 

Jahaan R. Abdullah 
An Examination of Desired Levels of Foreplay and Intercourse in African 
American Opposite Sex Couples

Tracy Bibbs 
How Imposter Phenomenon Relate to Coping Self-Efficacy and Academic Success 
Among African American Students at a Predominantly Black University

Lisa M. Brown 
Transgender Competencies Among Counseling Students: A Replication Study

Sade’ Dunn 
A Hermeneutic Phenomenological Approach to Analyzing How Licensed 
Counselors Practice Self-Care

Amber Gardner 
The Correlation Between Parental Hopelessness and Hopelessness in Children

Emily Petkus 
The Need for Training in Sexuality for CACREP-Accredited Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling Programs

Brenda Mae Ross   
A Transcendental Phenomenological Qualitative Research: Exploring the Essence 
of Practicum Faculty Experiencing Flexibility in Counseling Students 

Jacob Santhouse 
Insider Witnessing Act One and Supervision

Interdisciplinary Leadership

Aisha Kessee  
Identifying the Variables that Affect Teacher Turnover and Exploring the Systems 
that Exist to Address the Variables
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James Rink  
Practice Compared to Theory in the Closure of a Large-Scale Manufacturing Plant

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Doctor of Occupational Therapy

Nancy Gaviria 
Latino Informal Caregivers from Individuals with Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Related Dementia

Doctor of Physical Therapy 

Estevan Aguilar 
Description of an Immediate Outpatient Physical Therapy Transition Post Total 
Knee Arthroplasty: A Retrospective Case Report

Brian Anderson 
Lessons Learned from a Failed Rotator Cuff Repair in a Patient with Bone 
Deformities: A Retrospective Case Report

Caroline Berry 
Changes Demonstrated with Physical Therapy Interventions in a Patient with 
Spontaneous Unilateral Elbow Stiffness:  A Retrospective Case Report

Megan Boots  
Rehabilitation of a Patient with Chronic Low Back Pain Utilizing Mechanical 
Diagnosis and Treatment in Addition to Neuromuscular Re-Education: A 
Retrospective Case Report

Jacquelyn Butzen 
Use of Mechanical Diagnosis and Treatment Approach (Mdt) for a Patient 
with Long-Standing Cervical Pain and Failed-Back Surgery Syndrome: A 
Retrospective Case Report

Garrett Claxon 
Rehabilitation and Treatment Outcomes After Cervical Surgery: A Retrospective 
Case Report of a Patient Following a Posterior Cervical Foraminotomy 

David W. Cobb 
Hospital Acquired Deconditioning Secondary to Severe Medical Sequelae: 
Assessment and Treatment Approaches for the Home Health Physical Therapist.
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Brie Coleman 
A Dizzy Patient Walks into a Hospital… What’s Next? A Healthcare Delivery 
System for the Dizzy Patient: A Retrospective Case Report 
 
Veronica Dabrowski 
Retrospective Case Study of Physical Therapy Practice  on a 16-Month-Old  with a 
Knee Disarticulation Level Amputation

Jonathan Dailey 
Efficacy of Physical Therapy for a High-School Baseball Player following a Multi-
Joint Arm Injury

Tyler M. Dunn 
Exploration of Potential Contributing Factors Related to Poor Outcomes, Two 
Months Following a Type II SLAP Repair: A Retrospective Case Report of a 
40-Year-Old Male Patient

Emily English  
Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Rehabilitation and Adaptations to the Adult 
Non-Athlete Population: A Scoping Review

Taylour Estes 
Efficacy of Physical Therapy Interventions on Improving the Physical Symptoms 
Associated with Rhabdomyolysis: A Scoping Review

Joshua Gruenke 
Post-Surgical Physical Therapy Management of Charcot Foot: A Retrospective Case 
Report

Michael Holm 
Physical Therapy Rehabilitation of a Male with Bilateral Idiopathic Adhesive 
Shoulder Capsulitis: A Retrospective Case Report

Jacqueline Jones 
Treatment of a Patient with a Symptomatic Degenerative Spondylolisthesis with 
Combined Treatment of Lumbar Extension and Strengthening: A Retrospective Case 
Report

Jacob D. Ledesma 
Utilization of Balance and Coordination Outcome Measures for an Older Adult 
with Cerebellar Stroke, Type II Odontoid Process Fracture, and Recurrent Cerebellar 
Ependymoma: A Retrospective Case Report
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Victor Lance Leong 
Clinical Utility of the Patient Specific Functional Scale in a Recreational Triathlete 
Returning to Sport: A Retrospective Case Report

Alyssa Maloney 
Using Movement System Diagnostic Models to Guide Physical Therapy Interventions 
for a Pediatric Patient with Acute Flaccid Myelitis 
 
Clara A. Mata 
A Multimodal Treatment Approach, Including Pilates, for a Patient with Lumbar 
Stenosis Showing Symptoms of Numbness in Bilateral Groin Regions: A Retrospective 
Case Report

Briana Narcissi 
Utilizing a Movement System Diagnosis to Guide a Treatment Plan for a Pediatric 
Patient with Failure to Thrive

Karissa Nelson 
Applying the Concept of Therapeutic Alliance in Physical Therapy for a Patient 
Diagnosed with Conversion Disorder: A Retrospective Case Report

Christopher Rafacz 
The Diagnosis & Treatment for an Individual Experiencing a Horizontal Canal BPPV 
Converting to a Posterior Canal BPPV: A Retrospective Case Report

Ellen Rukavina 
Differential Diagnosis for a Patient Presenting to PT with Headache, Dizziness, and 
Neck Pain: A Retrospective Case Report 

Lizandro Sanchez 
Physical Therapy Intervention for a Retired Farmer with Lateral Epicondylalgia: A 
Retrospective Case Report

Neel Soni 
Examination, Diagnosis, and Treatment for a Patient with Type II BPPV: A 
Retrospective Case Report

Diana A. Trujillo 
Analyzing the Effectiveness of Telephonic, Videoconference and Mobile Application 
Interpretation for Patients in the Early Intervention Setting: A Scoping Review

Wei Hua Wang 
Post-Surgical Physical Therapy Management of a Patient with a Quadriceps Tendon 
Repair: A Retrospective Case Report
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Class of 2021 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Doctor of Education

Counselor Education and Supervision 

Olive Kabaguma  
Where are the Parents? Educators’ Perceptions of Parental Involvement in Boarding 
Schools in Kabarole District, Uganda

Interdisciplinary Leadership

Julia L. Abel 
The Impact of Student Loan Debt on Recent College Graduates

Jamarious T. Andrews (December 2020) 
The Experiences of Senior Student Affairs Officers who Became Historically Black 
College & University Presidents

Abiodun Durojaye 
Ethnic Name Alteration of Nigerian Professionals: Impact of Identity Negotiation on 
Sense of Belonging

Donnica Gordon 
Creative Leadership: A Study of Black Women Activists and Cultural Leaders in 
Chicago

Sharva Hampton-Campbell  
Through Their Recall of Lived Experiences: An Exploration of the Impact of Campus-
Based Support Services on the Retention of Former Foster Youth During Their First-
Year of Post-Secondary Education

Alexandrea Horton 
Policy Implementation Strategies: State Education Policy Influence on Student 
Diversity in Dual Credit Programs

Infini Jemison-Ewing (December 2020) 
Discovering the Key to Academic Success: Understanding the Process for Developing 
High Achievement in Black Students
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Dallas Mallory (December 2020) 
The Influence of Work Motivation on the Three Major Generations in Federal  
Student Aid

Robert Morley 
Holistic Approaches Towards International Enrollment Management: A Community 
College Perspective

Todd A. Ramljak 
Police Excessive Use of Force: Causes, Motivating Factors, and Implications for 
Training and Practice for the Police Executive

Leodis Roe 
How to Support Black College Students Who Have Experienced Trauma Through 
Intentional Collaborations Between Faculty and Student Support Services

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Kathy H. Scanlon  
Changes in Postoperative Incentive Spirometry Volumes after Abdominal Surgery

Doctor of Physical Therapy

Nadia Barrera 
The Effects of a Significant Past Medical History and Multiple Comorbidities on a 
26-Year-Old Female Patient in Physical Therapy Experiencing Chronic Low Back Pain 

Martin Busch 
The Use of Physical Therapy to Treat a Patient with Tension-Type Headaches Through 
Postural Improvement: A Retrospective Case Report

Cody Brinkman  
Blood Flow Restriction Training on Lower Extremity Function:  A Scoping Review of 
Effectiveness, Appropriateness, and Implementation on Muscle Hypertrophy, and/or 
Strengthening during Rehabilitation

Emmanuel Calungcaguin 
Mechanical Diagnosis and Therapy Approach for Musculoskeletal Conditions of the 
Extremities: A Scoping Review of Reliability, Prevalence, and Effectiveness 
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Jocelyn Carrillo 
Multimodal Rehabilitation of a Patient with Moderate-to-Late Stage Parkinson’s 
Disease Using Large Amplitude Movement Therapy and Frontal-Cortical Attentional 
Mechanisms:  A Retrospective Case Report

Kaitlyn E. Chambers 
Recognizing the Relevance of Contextual Factors in Order to Enhance Patient Outcomes: 
A Retrospective Case Report

Joline E. Chang 
Blood Flow Restriction Training on Lower Extremity Function:  A Scoping Review of 
Effectiveness, Appropriateness, and Implementation on Muscle Hypertrophy, and/or 
Strengthening During Rehabilitation

Jose Luis Contreras, Jr. 
Improving Functional Mobility and Endurance for a Patient Following Aortic Valve 
Replacement: A Retrospective Case Report

Julio Crisostomo 
Virtual Reality as a Mode of Exercise Prescription Based Upon Movement Impairment 
Classification:  A Scoping Review

Maria W. Elgendi 
Impact of Conductive Education on Hip Dysplasia in Children with Cerebral Palsy:  A 
Retrospective Analysis

LaToya Flowers 
Confirming the Relationship Between Adult Playfulness, Romantic Relationship 
Satisfaction, and Romantic Relationship Stability

Samantha S. Goodell 
Incorporating Prognostic Indicators to Enhance Treatment Outcomes in Patients with 
Whiplash-Associated-Disorders: A Retrospective Case Report

Kimberly L. Hicks 
Non-rigid Anchor Systems as an Approach to Vestibular and Balance Rehabilitation:  A 
Scoping Review

Rachel Kerr  
Impact of Conductive Education on Hip Dysplasia in Children with Cerebral Palsy:  A 
Retrospective Analysis
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Rola F. Kersha 
Redefining the Motor Capabilities of a 17-Year-Old Male with a T6 ASIA A SCI:   
A Retrospective Case Report

Vanessa Maldonado 
LSVT-BIG as an Intervention Addressing Multiple Impairments and Diagnoses:  A 
Scoping Review of the Extent and Breadth of Evidence-based Literature Surrounding the 
Use of LSVT-BIG as an Intervention

Claire M. Martin 
Outcomes of Complete Decongestive Therapy – Physical Therapy Management of an 
Adult Female with Grade III Bilateral Lower Extremity Lymphedema:  A Retrospective 
Case Report

Shannon M. McKevitt 
Standardizing Exercise Prescription Parameters for Patients with LVAD Placement as 
a Destination Device: A Scoping Review of Effectiveness and Impact on Functional 
Capacity and Quality of Life

Mallorie Myers 
The Effects of Proper Implementation of Mechanical Diagnosis and Therapy (MDT) on 
the Outcomes for a Patient with Low Back Pain: A Retrospective Case Report

Michael V. Nguyen 
Smartphone Applications and the Adolescent Population:  A Scoping Review of Compliance 
to Home Exercise Programs when Delivered Through Non-traditional Methods

Marc Oda  
Virtual Reality as a Mode of Exercise Prescription Based Upon Movement Impairment 
Classification:  A Scoping Review

Taniah Paden  
The Impact of a Ten Week Shelter in Place Order for Individuals with Chronic 
Neurological Conditions: A Retrospective Analysis of One Illinois Clinic’s Experience

Penelope Perez 
Alzheimer’s Disease and a Comprehensive Treatment Approach: A Scoping Review of 
Interdisciplinary Research for Patients with Alzheimer’s Disease That Can Lead to a 
Comprehensive Approach in Physical Therapy  

Suzanne Purc 
The Role of Self-efficacy in Chronic Pain—A Case Report Relating Motivation During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic and a Patient with Chronic Pain 
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Alexa Rzeszot 
Effects of Age and Sex in Post Arthroscopic Rotator Cuff Repair Recovery: A Retrospective 
Case Report

Ashlynne Schwantz 
Examination and Intervention Approaches for a Patient Post-Total Knee Arthroplasty 
with Prior Recurrent Knee Injury:  A Retrospective Case Report

Yujin Shin 
Cervical Radiculopathy Post Heart and Kidney Transplant:  A Retrospective Case Report

Edward J. Sinovich 
The Role of Clinical Decision-Making in Wound Management for a Patient with a 
Previously Undiagnosed Case of Diabetes Mellitus II: A Retrospective Case Report

Jessica Song 
Vestibular Rehabilitation Following Acoustic Neuroma Resection Surgery in a 
Patient with Unilateral Vestibular Hypofunction (UVH) Secondary to Transcranial 
Laminotomy: A Case Report

Kevin Stiff, Jr. 
Physical Therapy Rehabilitation of an Elderly Inpatient with Post-Acute COVID-19 
Syndrome:  A Retrospective Case Report

Zachary P. Thill 
Positioning the Patient into the Home Exercise Program:  A Scoping Review of Home 
Exercise Program Delivery Based on Patient Demographics

Julianne D. Trellicoso 
Effectiveness of Physical Therapy Interventions for a Patient with a Chronic 
Temporomandibular Disorder: A Retrospective Case Report  

Danielle R. Washington 
Conservative Physical Therapy Management for a Full Thickness Rotator Cuff Tear for 
an Older Adult Following Platelet-Rich Plasma Injection

Michael A. Wells 
The Impact of a Ten Week Shelter in Place Order for Individuals with Chronic 
Neurological Conditions: A Retrospective Analysis of One Illinois Clinic’s Experience

Emilio Zayas 
Physical Therapy Rehabilitation Following Diagnosis of Grade 1 L4-L5 Degenerative 
Spondylolisthesis: A Retrospective Case Report
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Academic Regalia
The origins of academic dress date back to the 12th and 13th centuries, when 
universities were taking form. The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether student 
or teacher, was the dress of a cleric. With few exceptions, the medieval scholar had 
taken at least minor orders, made certain vows, and perhaps been tonsured. Long 
gowns were worn and may have been necessary for warmth in unheated buildings. 
Hoods seem to have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for that 
purpose by the skull cap. 

During traditional doctoral hooding ceremonies, students and faculty wear 
academic costumes indicating the wearers’ degrees, colleges/universities, and fields 
of study.

The Gown
The doctor’s gown is an elaborate costume, with velvet panels down the front and 
around the neck. Three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves signify the doctorate.

The Hood
Hoods are the most expressive component of the academic costume. They serve 
to communicate the school, degree, and field of study through their length and 
the colors of the lining and binding. 

Today’s hoods have evolved from a serviceable article of clothing to a type of 
elongated scarf draped over the shoulders and displayed down the back with the 
lining turned inside out.

Black and white, the official colors of Governors State University, are represented 
in the velvet lining of the hood. Each field of study has a corresponding trim 
color. The trim colors for doctoral hoods represented in this ceremony are:

Counselor Education and Supervision ....................................................Light Blue 
Interdisciplinary Leadership ..................................................................  Light Blue  
Nursing .......................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy .............................................................................Slate Blue 
Physical Therapy ..............................................................................................Teal
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Faculty Members
Doctorate in Counselor Education and Supervision 

Tamekia Bell, Ph.D. 
Jon Borland, Ph.D. 

Roseina Britton, Ph.D. 
Ahmet Can, Ph.D.  

Shannon Dermer, Ph.D. 
Patricia Robey, Ed.D. 
Eman Tadros, Ph.D.  

Ileana Ungureanu, Ph.D. 
Byron Waller, Ph.D. 
Leonis Wright, Ph.D.

Doctorate of Nursing Practice 
Runez Bender, DNP, FNP-BC 

Wyvon L. Blackwell, MSN, FNP, RNC, HR-OB, APN/CNS, FNP-BC 
Tareylon Chairse, MSN 

Shirley Comer, DNP, RN, JD, CNN  
Marlyn Hirsch, DNP, FNP-BC 

Dianne Jamison, Ph.D., RN 
Tifany Jamison, Ed.D., FNP-BC 

Patricia Knowles, MSN, APN, FNP-BC  
Nancy MacMullen, Ph.D., APN/CNS, RNC, HR-OB, CNE  

Josephine McCaskill, DHSc, APN, FNP-BC 
Somi Nagaraj, DNP, RN 

Katheryn Peoples-Robinson, Ph.D., DNP, APN, FNP-BC  
Linda F. Samson, Ph.D., RNC, BC NEA, BC 

Shirley Spencer, Ph.D., RN  
Georgianna Thomas, Ed.D., MSN, RN 

Catherine Tymkow, Ed.D., DNP, APN, WHNP-BC

Doctorate of Occupational Therapy 
Elizabeth A. Cada, Ed.D., OTR/L, FAOTA 

Cynthia Carr, DrOT, MS, OTR/L 
Caren M. Schranz, DrOT, MS, OTR/L

*Deceased
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Faculty Members
Doctorate of Physical Therapy 

Amy Bala, PT, DPT, WCC, CWS, FACCWS 
Russell Carter, Ed.D., PT (Professor Emeritus) 

Jessica Corbus, PT, DPT, MOL 
David Diers, PT, Ed.D., MHS, PT, ATC 

Scott Getsoian, PT, DPT, DHSc, OCS, MGC, FAAOMPT 
Maryleen Jones, PT, DHS, CLT, NCS 

Roberta Kuchler O’Shea, PT, Ph.D., DPT 
Dale Schuit, Ph.D., PT, MS* 

Renee D. Theiss, Ph.D. 
Robin Washington, PT, Ph.D., CRC 

Rebecca Wojcik, PT, Ed.D., GCS

Doctorate in Interdisciplinary Leadership 
Carmen Armstrong, Ph.D. 

Mary Bruce, Ph.D. 
David Conrad, Ed.D. 

Matthew Cooney, Ph.D. 
Marlon I. Cummings, Ph.D. 

Natalie Ermasova, Ph.D.  
Deborah Baness King, Ph.D. 

Quincy Martin III, Ed.D. 
Sandra Mickles, Ed.D. 
Stephen Wagner, Ph.D. 

Karen Washington, Ed.D.

*Deceased
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