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News

Spring Symposium: Save The Date!

GSU’s Spring All-Campus Symposium is scheduled for Friday, March 29. Stay tuned for details and
be prepared to be enlightened.

Sandy’s Back!
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Sandy, our GSU Library Therapy Dog, is back from vacation! She will be at the GSU Library Balcony
every Tuesday from 2 – 5 p.m. throughout the semester. Stop by and welcome Sandy back to campus.
She would love to see all of you!
Learn more

GSU Launches LiveSafe Mobile App

Governors State University’s safe campus just got safer with the LiveSafe mobile app, putting safety at
the fingertips of students, staff, and faculty.
LiveSafe allows the Jaguar community to communicate with individuals and departments on campus,
including Public Safety and Prairie Place, to report safety tips, provide real-time virtual escorts, and
access emergency resources.
“The LiveSafe app provides students, faculty, and staff with a direct connection to campus safety. Its
easy-to-use features help you stay safe every day and enable University Police to better protect you,’’
said James McGee, Director of Public Safety and Chief of Police.
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Inclusive Leadership Conference February 1, 2019

2019 Inclusive Leadership Conference keynote speaker Michael Benitez, Ph.D.
The Inclusive Leadership Conference is designed to help GSU’s academic communities create an
understanding and appreciation for multiple identities through self-awareness while encouraging them to
be free of misconceptions and prejudices through social justice education. Through interactive
workshops and guided group discussions, participants will be able to:





Articulate principles of social justice
Recognize how their own experiences inform their leadership style and perceptions
Understand the importance of diversity in leadership
Identify dynamics of power and privilege when working in groups

Learn about this year’s conference theme, “This is America,” inspired by Childish Gambino, keynote
speaker Michael Benitez, Ph.D., and speakers Adrian Dunn and Dr. Shaniqua Jones.
Register to attend by Friday, January 25.

Announcements and Events

Board of Trustees 2019 Meetings Set
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The Board of Trustees has announced its 2019 meetings schedule. Trustees will meet the following
Fridays:
February 15; May 3; August 16 (annual board retreat); October 11; and December 6.
All meetings will take place in Engbretson Hall, beginning at 9 a.m., unless notified otherwise.

Women's History Month Program Submissions Sought

Women’s History Month can trace its roots back to March 8, 1857, when women from New York City
factories staged a protest over working conditions. International Women’s Day was first observed in
1909, but it wasn’t until 1981 that Congress established National Women’s History Week to be
commemorated the second week of March. In 1987, Congress expanded the week to a month.
Join us in celebrating the contributions of women in all facets of society by submitting a program for
Women’s History Month. The deadline to submit your program is Friday, February 1.This opportunity is
open to university departments, student organizations, and GSU community affiliates. For more
information or inquiries, please call x4551 or email
Submit your program by February 1 here
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Early Head Start Openings!

The Family Development Center’s Early Head Start program has openings for expecting parents, infants,
and toddlers. To learn more about eligibility, click here.

MSI Hosts Spring Information Session

The Male Success Initiative (MSI) will host an Information Session for all eligible students interested in
participating in the MSI.
The MSI offers participants access to extra- and co-curricular opportunities that contribute to the
students' overall development and pursuit of success. MSI seeks to increase the retention and
graduation rates of male students of color, but to also prepare them for life after graduation.
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Students interested must complete an application each term (see below to access the appropriate
application). The deadline to apply for the Spring 2019 term has been extended to Friday, February 1.
Once the application has been submitted, applicants will then be required to interview with the MSI
Coordinator. An email will be sent confirming receipt of the application and to schedule the interview. If
you have any questions, contact Sean Smith at 708.235.7619 or via email at ssmith5@govst.edu.
Click here for students new to the MSI; click here for returning MSI students.

Films On Demand Now Available

You are now able to access Films On Demand via the GSU Library website as part of the Streaming
Video Collection. Thank you to all who supported this Initiative.
Please visit Films on Demand to visit our collection or visit the GSU Library home page and select
Streaming video in the quick links box.
Questions? Email

The Hook Up

Hooking up can often sound like harmless fun, but it can also be a cover for some very unhealthy
behaviors. This engaging discussion pulls back the covers on hooking up, clarifying when it’s actually
sexual violence and how bystanders can protect potential victims from predators. Join Advocating for
Sexual Assault Prevention (ASAP) as we connect the dots between sexist language, stereotypes, and
hooking up. Thursday, January 24 at 7:30 p.m. in the E-Lounge. All student attendees will be entered
for many free raffle prizes!
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School of Extended Learning’s Pharmacy Technician
Certification Program Online Information Session

Have you considered becoming a pharmacy technician? Join us for a free online information session on
Monday, January 28 from noon – 1 p.m. A certified instructor will provide details about GSU School of
Extended Learning’s upcoming Pharmacy Technician Certification Program and highlight the
requirements for becoming a pharmacy technician.
Register here
For more information, please contact Dr. Felicia L. Townsend, Director of Corporate and Community
Education, at ftownsend@govst.edu or 708.534.3044.

Project Wild

The Student Education Association (SEA) and Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society (KDP) are hosting a training
workshop on Monday, February 4 from 4:30 to 8 p.m. in the Literacy Zone. This training will be taught by
Associate Provost and Associate VP of Academic Affairs Colleen Sexton. Growing Up WILD: Exploring
Nature with Young Children is an early childhood education activity guide that builds on children’s sense
of wonder about nature and invites them to explore wildlife and the world around them. Through a wide
range of activities and experiences, it provides a foundation for developing positive impressions about
nature while also building lifelong social and cognitive skills.
Learn more
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SEA & KDP
Pre- blurb

Project Wild
Monday, February 4, 2018

Story written by: Keelin Crotty, 12.14.18

Project Wild: Training and Certification
The Student Education Association (SEA) and Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society (KDP) are hosting a
training workshop on Monday, February 4th from 4:30- 8p at Governor State University (GSU) in the
Literacy Zone. This training, taught by Dr. Sexton, will provide educators with information and skills to
better implement science concepts across other disciplines. Attendees will receive training certificates
and materials after completing the workshop!
In order to attend the workshop a fee of $25 must be paid. The fee will cover the workshop materials and
certificate. Members of SEA/ KDP have priority registration. Educators in the community are
encouraged to sign up and can earn CPDUs for attending.
Space is limited, so please RSVP to Aimee York by January 25th. Payments are due by January 30th and
must be turned into the SEA office (G226) in an envelope labeled “PLT Workshop” and your name.
For further questions and to RSVP email Aimee York aminette@student.govst.edu.

Link to Project Wild Website

Yoga & Tai Chi @ GSU

Improve Your Health This Spring with Yoga and Tai Chi
Governors State University’s School of Extended Learning will offer 12-week sessions for $99 each in
yoga and tai chi this spring.
Yoga is a great way to increase flexibility, improve health and physical fitness, and reduce stress. This
12-session class takes place in the GSU gymnasium on Tuesdays, February 5 through April 30, from 6 –
7 p.m.
Register here
Tai chi is an ancient Chinese tradition that involves movements performed in a slow, concentrated, and
intentional way with a deep focus on breathing. Students will learn sequences of movements, basic body
alignments, the 70% rule of moderation, coordination, and how to protect your joints. The class takes
place in the GSU gymnasium on Thursdays, February 7 through May 9, from 6 – 7 p.m.
Register here

Highlights

Faculty Profile: Jelena Radovic-Fanta

When you’re fascinated with ethnicity, race, and other cultural elements that make us human, the diverse
campus of Governors State University seems like the perfect place to study.
“Our student body has a unique demographic. There are older and younger students, and it’s racially,
ethnically, and socioeconomically diverse,” said cultural anthropologist Jelena Radovic-Fanta, a 2018
American Association of University Women (AAUW) Fellow and assistant professor in the
GSU anthropology and sociology program.
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Jelena Radovic-Fanta
When you’re fascinated with ethnicity, race, and other cultural elements that make us human, the diverse
campus of Governors State University seems like the perfect place to study.
“Our student body has a unique demographic. There are older and younger students, and it’s racially,
ethnically, and socioeconomically diverse,” said cultural anthropologist Jelena Radovic-Fanta, a 2018
American Association of University Women (AAUW) Fellow and assistant professor in the
GSU anthropology and sociology program.

She’s also an
affiliated faculty member with the university’s Gender and Sexuality Studies Program
“I joined an interdisciplinary research team last year that examines coming to college as a predominantly
first-generation student body. We’re looking at what their experience of coming to college has been. Do
they have support? What can best be provided by the university itself?
Since arriving at GSU in 2015 Radovic-Fanta says GSU provides both a rich environment for research
and a fascinating classroom environment where examples from students’ everyday lives often turn up in
the textbooks they study.
“There is so much material here,’’ she said.
Her own fascination with cultural anthropology has roots in her upbringing. The daughter of a Serbian
father and a Chilean mother, Radovic-Fanta grew up in many different countries and was always trying to
make sense of culture, diversity, and humans.
But it took a gender course requirement to open her eyes to it as a field of study. “I fell in love with the
discipline, but it also gave me a sense of understanding my own life growing up.”

Radovic-Fanta thought she would work for the United Nations, or for a non-governmental agency. But
while earning her Ph.D., she discovered an affinity for teaching. “I love seeing students make this
connection between their own lives and what they’re learning in their book. And not only making
connections but realizing they can produce knowledge and be part of the process to improve things,” she
said.
“We learn about a lot of problems but also give them the tools to do something about it.”
GSU Newsroom: How do you introduce students to cultural anthropology?

Radovic-Fanta: First, I ask what they think anthropology is. Most people think of archeology and Indiana
Jones. But cultural anthropology is the study of culture: race, ethnicity, values, food, dress, language,
religion. How do you learn that? Are you born with it or not? We start by taking a step back and thinking,
how do you know what you know about yourself and your identity?
GSU Newsroom: How do you talk about race in the classroom of such a diverse university?
Radovic-Fanta: We start with questions like, “What is race and what is it not?” Biologically, there is no
such thing. Does this mean race doesn’t exist? No, it exists socially. We’ve had laws based on it. We start
unpacking these ideas. It’s not easy, and it’s not always comfortable for everyone. I think the way it’s
presented is important. This is part of the system we live in. What do you observe? What is in the news?
And what does research show that helps talk about these issues?
My prior institutions had less diversity and students had to learn that racism exists, and that there are
issues in the criminal justice system, and that there’s institutional racism and that white privilege exists.
Here many students are aware about it from everyday life experiences and can draw on different
examples.
I also have students who are white and say, “I never thought about that,” or are silent. There’s a lot going
on in the classroom. It’s important to set a tone of respect for others’ viewpoints.
GSU Newsroom: You were born in Chile. Have you done research there?

Radovic-Fanta: Yes. Chile is considered a really developed country that others in Latin American should
emulate. It has low levels of corruption and poverty, but it’s also one of the most unequal countries in
terms of income. I wanted to debunk that idea of Chile as a modern nation. In grad school, I zoned in on
the fruit export industry, which was considered to be super successful. But in the shadows, you have
these women who pick grapes during the summer who work in precarious and hazardous conditions.
These women, and others like them, were the subject of a discussion I recently led on Jane Addams Day
at the Hull House.

GSU Newsroom:
Your first language is Spanish. How has that been useful in your research?
Radovic-Fanta: While I was an undergrad at Santa Clara University, I wanted to look at the other side.
Who cooks for the students? Who cleans for the dorms? What’s their experience like? I interviewed
janitors, landscapers, and cafeteria workers. Many were immigrants who spoke Spanish. I got invited to
their homes and got to meet their family members. I was able to put stories to the faces I saw every day
and it was a great way to get to know them better.
I was surprised at how much they loved the students and how much they valued their work as it related to
an educational institution.
I also interviewed the students and found there was a disconnect: students viewed the employees only as
the people who make the food, for instance.
GSU Newsroom: What inspires you about GSU students?
Radovic-Fanta: I really like their honesty. I like the stories they bring to the classroom. And I like the
diversity. They’re working hard. They want to be here, need to be here and are going through a lot of
challenges. I like it that I learn from them. They teach me, and we learn from each other

Dr. Carlos Ferran Receives Award as Founding Editor

Congratulations to our own Dr. Carlos Ferran, who recently received an award for 10 years of service as
Founding Editor of RELCASI, the first MIS journal that publishes in Spanish and Portuguese.
Ferran received the award from the Association for Information Systems (AIS) during the December
conference.

Amy Schoenberg Featured in Study Abroad Podcast
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GSU’s Amy Schoenberg was recently featured on a Study Aboard Smarter podcast for college students
thinking of studying abroad.
Schoenberg, coordinator of GSU’s thriving study abroad program, talked about her experience with
Italy’s food and culture, as well as her own personal growth during her 13 years in Rome, which began
while she was studying at a community college. She joined GSU in 2015.
Read about and listen to Schoenberg’s 25-mintute interview here.

First Generation: Juan Gutierrez

Juan Gutierrez dreams of one day working full time in higher education as a Director of Student Affairs or
Dean of Students. At GSU, he is a communications major with a minor in Latino Studies who holds
several leadership roles, including Resident Assistant, president of the Association of Latin American
Students, and chairman of the Honors Program Student Council.
Read more

Workshops & Trainings
A list of workshops for students, faculty, and staff, including Mindfulness and Meditation workshops and
the spring 2019 faculty headshot photography schedule, can be found here.
Faculty: If you have not already done so, it’s time to have a new headshot photograph taken. Please
refer to the schedule to find a convenient time.

Do you have a story or event you want to submit for the GSU View?
Click here to learn about our submission guidelines.
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