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RATIONALE

The Courts, through an integral part of the criminal justice system
are the least understood institution in that system.

Cloaked in

tradition, steeped in jargon and procedure and frequented by an
exclusive cliche of practitioners their everyday workings are
largely incomprehensible to those non-legally trained persons who
conduct business in their chambers.

While some legal training is necessary to unveil that aura of
ceremony and ritual, that training can be provided in an under
graduate course and such training is essential for criminal justice
personnel who would fully comprehend the system in which they
interact.

A basic explanation of the Court system should focus on three
particular areas of Court functioning. First, the American

judiciary was created out of a philosophical context which

continues to shape the decisions Courts issue today.

For example,

the notion of federalizing and dual sovereignty are often reflected
in the common practice of judicial self-restraint.

An understand

ing of these concepts is requisite to an informed analyses of the
Court's decisions.

Secondly, while each case presents a unique fact situation for the
Court to decide, the legal doctrines which will be used to resolve
those issues are a part of historical process, a continuum of

decisions whose foundations rest in the judgment which preceded
them. To that end, an intensive analysis of the substantive and
procedural tools the United States Supreme Court uses to decide a

particular case is an essential exercise for those who would
comprehend that process.

Finally, Courts operate within a structure, a system which assigns
certain responsibilities to one Court and other responsibilities to
another. Some Courts are trial Courts while others have appellate

