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performances is strictly prohibited. Please turn off all cellphones. Thank you!

Bellissima Opera's

La Traviata
Opera by Giuseppe Verdi
Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave
Based on the play La Dame aux Camelias by Alexandre Dumas fits

Violetta Valery Christine Steyer
Alfredo Germont Franco Martorana
Giorgio Germont Paul Geiger
Piano Jeffrey Panko
Original Production Design Christine Steyer
Narration Paul Geiger
Consultants Beaumont Glass, Evangeline Noel Glass
Scene 1: Violetta's Party. Paris. May 1853
Overture
Narration
Music: "Libiamo" (Let us drink)
Alfredo: Let us drink to love's sweet tremors, to those that pierce my heart.
Let us drink, my love, to the wine that warms our kisses.
Violetta: All in this world is folly, like a flower that is born and dies.
Let us drink as long as pleasure lasts.
Both:
Let us make merry with wine and song until dawn.
Narration
Music: "Un di felice" (One happy Day)
Alfredo: For your health's sake, you must give up this way of life. If you were mine, I would
take care of you. For I have loved you for over a year.
Violetta: Who ever thought about caring for me? Are you being earnest?
Alfredo: One happy day you came into my life and since then I have adored you in secret. I
trembled at this heavenly mystery.
Violetta: You should give up on, me for friendship is all I can offer. I do not know how to love,
so you should forget me.
Violetta: If you like, bring this camellia back tomorrow. Do you really love me?
Alfredo: How happy I am, how I love you! I will return tomorrow. Farewell.

Scene 2: A Cottage outside of Paris, three months later
Narration
Music: "De" miei bollenti spirit!" (My restless spirit)
Alfredo: Away from her I find no happiness. It has been three months since Violetta has
forsaken luxuries, parties and affairs where she was adored by all. Near her I am reborn
and I forget the past. She has calmed my restless spirit ever since she said "I want to live for
you alone".
Narration
Music: "Pura siccome un angelo" (Pure as an angel)
Violetta: Where is Alfredo? (Reads an invitation) Ha! Ha! So Flora found out where I am
hiding. In vain she will wait for me tonight to attend her dance.
Germont: Miss Valery, I am the father of that reckless Alfredo whom you are leading to ruin.
Do you know that he plans to give you his entire inheritance?
Violetta: I should leave you so that you do not insult a woman in her own house. However,
you have been misled, I would never take his money. This account book will explain everything.
Germont: Heavens! You are selling off all your possessions. Oh how your past still haunts
you.
Violetta: My past no longer exists. God has cancelled my past and knows of my repentance.
Germont: I must ask a sacrifice of you to prove these noble words. God gave me a daughter pure as an angel. But if Alfredo continues his scandalous affair with you, no one will ever
wed her. You must give him up forever!
Violetta: No, never. You do not know the deep devotion I have for him. I am without friend
or family, stricken by a fatal illness. I would rather die than leave him.
Germont: One day, you will no longer be beautiful. Do you think he will stay in this union that
is not blessed by God or family? Please, become the guardian angel of my family and do
as I ask.
Violetta: It's true. Tell your daughter that an unfortunate woman gave up the one good thing
in her life, and that she died from this.
Germont: No, you will live. Have courage! Your noble heart will triumph.
Violetta: I will leave him though you may not approve of my method. Embrace me as a
daughter and comfort him later. Promise me that one day you will tell him of my sacrifice.
Farewell. (Writing a letter) Give me the strength, oh God.
Narration
Music: "Amami, Alfredo" (Love me, Alfredo)
Alfredo: What are you writing? To whom? I am sorry I am agitated, I received an angry
letter from my father who is on his way here. He will love you when he sees you. Why are
you crying?
Violetta: I do not want to meet him now. I have stopped crying, see, I am smiling. I will wait
there in the garden, near you. Love me, Alfredo, as much as I love you.

Narration
Music: "Sempre libera" (Always free)

Music: "Di Provenza il mar il sol" (The sea and the sun of Provence)

Violetta: How strange! His words are carved into my heart. Would true love be a misfortune? Oh joy that I have never known! Shall I trade it for the follies of my life? Perhaps it was
he who tinted my lonely soul with colors, who awakened a new fever in my heart. Oh folly, this
is madness! I am an abandoned woman in this populated desert called Paris. My heart
must be always free, I must flit from joy to joy.
Alfredo: Love is the pulse of the whole world.

Alfredo: Her heart is mine forever. It is unlikely that my father will come at this hour. (Opening the letter) Heavens! (Turning) Oh Father!
Germont: My poor son, dry your tears and once again be your father's pride. Who effaced
the sea and sun of Provence from your heart? Return home with me to a life of honor.
Alfredo: (Finding Flora's invitation) Ah, she is going to Flora's with Baron Douphol! I will be
avenged!

Music: "Se una pudica vergine" (If some day you should love again)

- Intermission Scene 3: Flora's Party, later that same evening
Entracte / Narration
Music: "Invitato a qui seguirmi" (I sent for him to meet me)
Violetta: I sent for him to meet me here secretly. I must convince him to go home. He is in
great danger because the Baron might kill him.
Alfredo: So you have sent for me? Do you think I am afraid of your lover? What do you
care if he kills me? I will only leave if you return to the country and stay with me there forever.
Violetta: No I cannot. I have sworn give to you up - to someone who had a right to ask.
Alfredo: Who made you do this?
Violetta: The Baron...! love him.
Alfredo: (Addressing everyone at the party) This woman unsparingly squandered all her
possessions on me and I accepted everything. But now I call all of you to witness my repayment! (Throws the money at her).
Germont:
No man of honor should ever insult a woman. My son, how could you
lose your dignity? You are no longer the Alfredo I know!
Alfred: Why did I act so badly? I wanted revenge. My anger has left and now I am full of
remorse.
Music: "Alfredo, non puoi comprendere" (Alfredo, you do not understand)
Violetta: Alfredo, you do not understand all the love that is in my heart. But the time will
come when you will know. May God spare you from remorse. Even when I am dead, I will
still love you.
Alfredo: What have I done? I am so ashamed of myself!
Germont: Only I know the virtue of this woman. Even though she loves him, I must remain
cruel and keep still.
Scene 4: Violetta's Bedroom, February of 1854
Entracte / Narration
Music: "Addio del passato" (Farewell to the past)
Violetta: (Reading a letter) You have kept your promise to me. The dual took place. The
Baron was wounded and Alfredo left the country. I told him of your sacrifice and he is returning to beg for your forgiveness. I will come too. -Giorgio Germont
It is too late! I have waited, but with an illness like this I know my days are few. Farewell to the
past, to hopes and dreams. How lonely I am without my beloved. Bless me, oh heavenly
Father and absolve me so that I may enter Thy Kingdom.
Narration
Music: "Parigi, o caro, noi lasceremo" (We shall leave Paris, my dear)
Both:
We shall leave Paris, my dear and then be forever united. Past grief will be forgotten and health will be restored. The future will be radiant.
Violetta: Let us go to church and offer thanks to God. (Coughing) See, I am stronger now.
I am smiling. Help me to dress, I want to go out. Alas, I am too weak. Oh, dear God, to have
suffered so much and to die so young. My illusion of hope was mad, in vain I strove to fortify
my heart with love. What a cruel end for our love.
Alfredo: My tears are flowing with yours. I am in need of your courage, do not lock out hope
from your heart. It kills me to see you suffer...

Germont: Ah, Violetta, I kept my promise and accept you as a daughter.
Violetta: I am grateful but you have come too late. See, dear God, I shall die in the arms of
those I love most.
Germont: What are you saying? Oh heavens, it is true. Do not torture me any more as I am
full of remorse. I see now all the harm that I have done.
Violetta: (To Alfredo) Come near me and take this portrait of me. Let it be a reminder of my
love.
Alfredo: No, do not die. God did not put me on this earth to suffer so.
Germont: Dear noble victim, forgive me for breaking your heart.
Violetta: If some day you should love again, give her this portrait. Tell her that it is a gift from
one of the angels who prays for her and for you.
Germont: As long as I have tears, I shall weep for you.
Violetta: It is strange, my pains are gone and I feel reborn! I am coming back to life! Oh, joy!
(End of the Opera)
Lyric soprano Christine Steyer has been highly praised for her artistry
and her voice has been described as "an international-calibre voice of size
and color used to reach an audience's emotional core." Recently she
received both the 2011 Johnny Mercer Award and the Bronze Medal at the
American Traditions Competition in Georgia. She was awarded the Founders'
Award at the IX Altamura/Caruso International Voice Competition and 1st
place in the National Opera Association Competition. She recently sang the Marschallin from
Der Rosenkavalier with Sinfonia da Camera, the title role in Madama Butterfly with Battle
Creek Symphony, Pamina in The Magic Flute and Frasquita in Carmen with Tulsa Opera,
Abigail in The Crucible with Chamber Opera Chicago, and Violetta and Madame Butterfly in
both Bellissima Opera's La Traviata and Madame Butterfly and the Brahms Regu/emwith the
Galesburg Chorus. She has also performed roles with Lyric Opera of Chicago in Sfreef Scene,
Sweeney TbcW, Cunning Little Vixen and Manon Lescaut. Her recent concert engagements
include the Poulenc Gloria with the Billings Symphony, Beethoven's 9th with the Rockford
Symphony and a recital of Russian music at the Acorn Theater. Upcoming engagements
include the Brahms Requiem in Billings and Madame Butterly with Townsend Opera in California.
Steyer can be heard on the CD "Caroline Myss' Voices of the Sacred".
| Native Italian Franco Martorana made his operatic debut as Alfredo in
' Johann Strauss' Die Fledermaus with Lincoln Opera and then sang Camille
in The Merry Widow and Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly. Shortly after, he
sang Pinkerton again in Germany to glowing reviews. With Lyric Opera of
I Chicago, Mr. Martorana sang the Messenger mAida and at the Opera
| Theatre of Humbach, Germany, the roles of Alfredo in La Traviata and
Turiddu in Cavalleria Rusticana. He also recently sang the role of Pinkerton in Bellissima
Opera's Madama Butterfly and Alfredo in La Traviata. Mr. Martorana has made a specialty of
the songs of Francesco Paulo Tosti. The renowned opera coach, Ubaldo Gardini, said that his
interpretation of these songs was on a level with Bergonzi and Di Stefano. He also sings with
the acclaimed "The Other 3 Tenors" which recently sang a tribute concert for superstar Connie
Francis at the Taylor Street Italian Festival and Mickey Rooney at the Arcada Theater. Martorana
can be heard on the CD "Caroline Myss' Voices of the Sacred".

Bass-Baritone Paul Geiger has performed extensively throughout the
United States. With Chicago Opera Theater he sang the title roles in
Marriage of Figaro and Turk in Italy, Belcore in Elixir of Love and Mustafa
in Italian Girl in Algiers and with Des Moines Metro Opera he sang Olin
Blitch mSusannah, the Four Villains in The Tales of Hoffman and the title
role in Sweeney Todd. Director Dr. Robert Larson said, "He has the
uncanny ability to completely inhabit any character he plays." Other career highlights include
Jokanaan in Salome with Palm Beach Opera, and Hobson in Peter Gr/meswith Lyric Opera
of Chicago and San Francisco Opera. He recently performed the role of Reverend Hale in
The Crucible with Chamber Opera Chicago and the Doctor in Floyd Thompson's Sredny
Vashtar. Bellissima Opera audiences will also remember him as Germont in their recent
production of La Traviata and Sharpless in their production of Madame Butterfly. He also
just performed the roles of the Notary and Commissioner in Der Rosenkavalier.
Pianist Jeffrey Panko began his formal musical education at the age of
six with his grandmother, Lorraine Jagodzinski. Receiving degrees in
[Piano Performance from the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music and
the DePaul University School of Music, he has earned top prize awards
in competitions including the Society of American Musician's Piano
Competition and the Frinna Awerbuch International Piano Competition.
Panko was asked by the City of Chicago to present a Chopin recital for the visiting Lech
Walesa and other Polish dignitaries, has been featured in performances at Carnegie Hall,
Lincoln Center Library, WQXR Radio and is a frequent performer on WFMT Radio. Currently
Panko serves as Minister of Music and as Artistic Director of the Music at Bethel Concert
Series for Bethel United Church of Christ in Elmhurst, Illinois and is a member of New Music
School piano faculty in Chicago. Panko is represented by Ovation! Management.
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