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Sculptures in park getting
much needed face-lift

GSU to host "The Educational Politics
of Race: Issues for the 21st Century"
Conference
"The Educational Politics of Race: Issues for the 21st Century" annual
conference sponsored by the Illinois Committee on Black Concerns in Higher
Education, the Illinois Black Student Leadership Association and GSU is scheduled
for October 15 -17 at the Matteson Holiday Inn.
Faculty, administrators, counselors and students from various Illinois universities
and colleges will meet at GSU to participate in the conference.
Melvin C. Terrrell, chair of the Illinois Committee on Black Concerns in Higher
Education (ICBCHE) said, "The conference will provide a vigorous examination of
race-related topics in higher education and will explore the new realities that emerge
as the diversity of our society increases.
"The workshops and sessions will reveal how an engagement with the politics of
race can be a fundamental part of the college experience tor faculty, staff and students.
This professional development event will provide a valuable opportunity for dialogue.''
Keynote speakers for the event include Clifton L. Taulbert, an internationally acclaimed author and entrepreneur, and Tony Brown, also an entrepreneur and established writer, producer. educator, television and radio commentator and film director.
Taulbert will address ''Building Community Wherever You Are" on Thursday,
October I 6 at 7 p.m. at the banquet being held at the Matteson Holiday Inn.
Brown will discuss ''The Truth According to Tony Brown' at 9:30a.m. on Friday,
October 17 at the Matteson Holiday Inn.
Registration fee is $70 for students and$ I 85 for others if postmarked by September 30. The fee includes the annual membership, conference materials. reception, as
well as breakfast, lunch and the banquet on Thursday and brunch on Friday.
Hotel reservations must be made directly with the Matteson Holiday Inn at a
conference rate of $70 per night. For more information contact Martha Tabour at
(708) 534-.3199.

Several of the sculptures in The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park at
Governors State University are getting a much needed face-lift.
The uniqueness of the sculpture park is that these monumental creations are outdoors, highlighted against the prairie-like grounds of the
750-acre GSU campus. But because they are outdoors, the year-round
onslaught of sun, rain, sleet, snow, freezing cold and scorching heat
causes the sculptures to deteriorate.
Five of the 20 pieces have undergone restoration, using funds donated by GSU, the GSU Foundation and Lewis Manilow Mark di
Suvero's MFor Lady Day,· for instance, required mechanical repairs and
was sandblasted, rust-proofed and repainted.
Jene Highstein's "Flying Saucer" was collaps1ng but now appears
ready for take-off The bridge that is a part of Martin Puryear's "Bodark
Arc" has been unusable but is once agam ready for anyone crossing
the campus "prairie."
According to Beverly Goldberg, park director, who is coordinating the restoration work , " It is important that the restoration
be done by
specially skilled technicians , because art has unique considerations. • Rick Bishop of L&R Sandblasting in Park Forest is
restoring "For Lady Day" and John Henry's "Illinois Landscapes
Number 5," and Grilli Construction has repaired "Bodark Arc,"
"Flying Saucer" and Bruce Nauman's "House Divided ."
GSU's sculptor-in-residence John Payne , who has two of his pieces
m the park , has been donating his time to aid in the restoration process,
Goldberg said. Payne is responsible for developing the successful
bronze casting foundry program at GSU and is the original director of
"The Sculpture , the Campus and the Prairie , • that was the initia1 sculpture park at GSU, now called the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park.
Payne is supervising James Olson , a graduate student, who IS receiving hands-on experience in the sculpture restoration process . They
have scraped and painted Strautmanis' "Phoenix" and Yarborough 's
"Sysiphus Aviary : Several other students have been assistmg, as well.
Goldberg said ·we need to build an endowment fund for on-going
maintenance, rather than having to collect money when something goes
wrong • Donated funds are accepted by the GSU Foundation and earmarked for The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park.
In addition , Goldberg said that service clubs and organizations like
the Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts are welcome to participate in creating
and maintaining the ground's park-like atmosphere . Arrangements for
those activities should be coordinated with Goldberg .

Chatting in the '90s
A different kind of social gathering
by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider
"It's just a way to meet people who have similar interests," said John Borgman, a
member of Student Life since May, 1995.
Borgman, a GSU alumnus who received a B.A. in English and is working on a
Master's in secondary education, was referring to an America Online chatroom, and
explaining that there are a great variety of topics and special interests that can be visited. Specifically, however, he was speaking about the Divorce Chatroom he frequents.
He found it by selecting Life then Divorce on the chatroom topics menu.
This chatroom is a type of support group where people, who may or may not be

Cominued on page I 2
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GHANA-Facts in Brief
by Zeambo W. Dahnweih

S ituated on the southern shore of West Africa, just off the Atlantic Ocean, Ghana is one of
West Africa's leading countries. Historically the
country developed from the Ashanti empire that
had existed along the West African coast during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries with Kumasi as its capital.
The empire flourished to the point of attracting European investors.
The arrival of the Portuguese, followed by the British, marked a
transition from an empire to a state known then as the Gold Coast
with the capital at Cape Coast. Although the Gold Coast was largely
considered a British territory by the late nineteenth century, it wasn't
until the 1900s that the British succeeded in defeating the Ashanti
empire -a struggle that officially labeled Ghana as a British colony.
Upon gaining independence in March, 1957, the name was changed
from Gold Coast to Ghana with Accra as the new capital.
Modern day Ghana is naturally bordered by Ivory Coast on the
West, Togo on the east and Burkina Faso on the north. To the south
is the Atlantic Ocean and the mouth of the country's largest river,
River Volta. on which the Akosombo dam was built in 1964 to supply the nation and its neighboring countries with the needed power
supplies.
Like its neighbors, Ghana's two major seasons, wet and dry, have
to do with its location in the tropics. The wet season, sometimes
referred to as the "rainy season," spans from April to October, with
the peak in September while the dry season runs from mid October
to March. The Greenwich Meridian runs directly through the country.
Though many of the 17 million people speak native languages
such as Ga, Twi, Ewe, Fanti, Dangme and Dagbani, English still
stands as the official language. As much as 21 percent of the population still practice animism while 16 percent embrace Islam and 63
percent Christianity.
Currently, Ghana is noted as one of the internally-stable nations
in West Africa though its history is marred with five military takeovers since its independence in 1957. For 23 of its 40 years of independence, Ghana has been ruled by military governments. The most
recent was under the leadership of Fit. Lt. Jerry J. Rawlings, second
to seize power in a series of power struggles in 1981. He till occupies the position today under a democratically elected government.
Many Ghanaians have credited Rawlings for not only fostering stability in the nation but remaining a regional peacemaker in West
Africa. His ability was proven during the Liberian Civil War and
the Sierra Leonean military junta.
Boosting Ghana's economy are gold, diamonds, bauxite and manganese while the cocoa industry is the mainstay of its wealth. Most
of Ghana's international trade is in cocoa, which yields a substantial
amount of foreign exchange. Until1976, Ghana remained the world's
leading producer of cocoa.
Cocoa production fell between late 1970's and 1980's, necessitating that the government revamp it's policies. This included privatization
and changing the distribution of cocoa and encouraging competition in
the marketplace to replace the long term government monopoly.
The industry has since been able to regain viability, paying its workers their rightful wages. The government-owned COCOBOD now has
I0 private rival companies.
Among the many things that tourists traveling to Ghana speak of,
is the wonderful hospitality, the game reserves and the beaches. While
no one can predict Ghana's future, it is expected that the state will
someday become one of the most talked-about nations in the world.

The
reader's
always
write
Letter to the editor
To the editor;
I am writing in response to
Chris Cavelle's Reality Check in
the August 14 issue.
Smoking is not a 'you do
your thing, and I'll do mine"
issue. When one person's right
to "personal freedom" encroaches upon another person's
right to breath freely in a public
place, it becomes more than a
matter of personal choice. Your
Chris Cavelle might research future topics before blindly commenting on them.
I certainly agree that this country is founded on personal freedoms, but do not agree that we
are all free to do whatever we
wish, when we wish, and where
we wish to do it. I have a right
to bear arms, but this right
comes with restrictions and responsibilities. I have a right to
listen to music of my choice.
But blasting the stereo at 3 a.m.
infringes upon my neighbor's
right to sleep at night. So while
we all have may rights in this
free-country of ours, if we choose
to live among other people, we
must team that they at o have
rights.
This is preci ely why we
now have laws which prohibit
smoking in public places. 1t is
absurd to suggest that those who
are negatively affected by second hand smoke "just leave."
The reality check is that
Chris Cavelle needs to move beyond the adolescent plea that
"you cannot live forever," so it
is OK to breathe the carcinogenic cocktail of second hand
smoke. It is ridiculous to say
that second smoke only kills the
"old and feeble." Perhaps a field
trip to a children's hospital
would enlighten this "dark age"
commentator.
Lisa Goggins

Road construction to begin -look for alternative route
James Alexander, vice president for administration and planning at GSU, released a memorandum
to the university community stating that effective September 22, the Illinois Department of
Transportation will begin major roadway repair on University Parkway (Stuenkel Road). lt will effect
all who travel to and from GSU.
The area to be under construction is University Parkway between the ICG Railroad tracks and
Crawford Avenue. A flagman will be directing traffic. Construction is expected to end by October 22,
but a separate project to repair the ICG tracks is due to begin sometime in October.
Alexander said in the memo "While the needed roadway repairs are welcomed, they in effect, shut
down the entire roadway between Governors Highway and Crawford A venue, and virtually close the
main University Drive access to GSU. Unless one is resigned to sitting for 30 to 90 minutes before
clearing this flagged, one lane roadway construction area, all GSU community members are urged to
use alternative routes to avoid this major traffic obstruction.
"GSU's only remaining entrance/exit (east- Crawford Avenue) can be accessed from either north
or south using these alternative routes. Regardless of your choice, plan to add extra time to your trip
to GSU during this period, and drive carefully."
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Stuff you should know
Career Services
holds workshops

Open forum on
student retention
scheduled

Communications
Club Meeting

A few helpful hints for students from
the registrar

The Career Services Of-

Students, faculty, staff,

J oin the Student Commu-

Many students assume that policies regarding registration,

fice will present two workshops
on "Building a Successful Job
Search" and "Resume Writing
and Interviewing."
The first presentation will
cover the elements of a successful job search. These will include developing a marketable
job objective, creative networking strategies and formulating
a plan to identify potential employers.
The second workshop will
focus on creating a resume that
employers will notice. The key
elements of resume writing will
be discussed as well as selecting the resume format that best
meets an individual ' s needs.
We will also discuss the basics
of the interviewing process and
what employers look for in candidates.
Each workshop wi II be presented twice. "Building a Successful Job Search" is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 24
in the cafeteria annex from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and again
from 5:30 to 6:30p.m.
"Resume Writing and Interviewing" is scheduled for Thursday, September25 in the cafeteria
annex from 2:30 to 3:30p.m. and
again ftom 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
For more information call Career Services at (708) 534-5000,
extension 5080.

deans and chairs are invited to
attend an Open Forum on Student Retention on Tuesday,
September 23, from 9:30 a.m.
until noon and again at I p.m .
The forum, sponsored by
The Committee for Diversity
and Sense of Community Subcommittee on Recruitment/
Retention and Advancement,
will feature special guest
speaker Dr. Arnold Mitchem,
executive director of the National Council of Educational
Opportunity Associations
(NCEOA).
Discussions will center
around the issue of student retention at GSU. Some questions that will be addressed are
"What is retention? How does
it affect our faculty, staff and
students, and how can we improve retention in the future?"
Large and small group
discussions will focus on
what we can do better from
faculty and student perspectives with regard to retention.
Lunch will be served.
Contact Michael Toney
in Admissions to reserve
your space. The phone
number is (708) 534-5000,
extension 3148 from I to
3:15p.m. in the Hall of
Honors.

nications Club at GSU.
The first meeting of the Student Communications Club will
be held in Student Commons
Room A2 I 40, on Tuesday, September 30 from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m.
Past events included guest
speakers
like
usan
Lewandowski. a newscaster
from the CBS affiliate in
Lafeyette, Ind.; Barbara Haas,
group vice president of Marketing and Sales and NIPSCO;
Debbie Josway, president of the
Calumet Chapter of WJCI and
Jacci Christopher, the marketing supervisor at NIPSCO.
In addition, members have
attended such seminars as
"Skillpath - Managing Multiple Projects, Objective.s and
Deadlines" and the "Annual
International Conference of the
Association for Women in Communications."
Joining the Student Communications Club provides network~
ing opportunities, a chance to talk
to people already working in communications., to take advantage of
"members only" outings to seminars and special events, to explore
various careers in communications
- and to have fun.

payment for courses, dropping courses, etc .. are the same at every
school. This is a false assumption, which means that you must learn
the policies and procedures of GSU to avoid having to pay for courses
or getting failing grades for courses you did not attend, failed to drop.
or thought you dropped.
One of the mo t common mistakes made by G U students is failing to officially drop courses they are not attending. They a sume
because they are not attending, they will automatically be dropped
from the course. At G U, if you fail to drop a course by the 100
percent refund deadline, you are responsible for payment. In addition. if you fail to withdraw by the withdrawal deadline, you are responsible for the grade as well as payment for the course.
The registrar's office attempts to make students aware of this policy
by including it six time in the chedule of Classes, in addition to
posting this information near the entrance to the office.
In addition to policies and procedures regarding registration, which
are included every term in the Schedule of Classes for your review,
you are also responsible for the knowledge of and adherence to all
university requirements and academic regulations. You should review the academic regulations section of the GSU Catalog (pages 3235).
To assist you with having successful registration expeti nces at GSU,
here are a few helpful hints:
I. Remember your pin. It never changes. You cannot access touch-tone
registration with out it
2. lmJXlrtant dates are always listed in the academic calendar in the
Schedule of Classes. Pay close attention to all deadlines
3. Classes are not automatically dropped due to nonpayment or nonattendance.
4. If you do not drop classes by the 100 percent refund deadline, you are
responsible for payment.
5. If you stop attending a class but did not officially drop or withdraw,
you will get a grade from the instructor.
6. If you are not sure whether you added or dropped your classes properly using the touch-tone sy tern, call the Registrar's Office at (708) 5344500 and staff will check the computer system to verify your registration.

Walgreen Co.
149 Joe Orr Road
Chicago Heights, Illinois 60411
708-755-Q002

NOW OPEN
8 AM -10 PM
MON- SAT

NEW
STORE
HOURS
Colleen Anna
Store Manager

·-------------------------------·
Alumni Office announces a
:
"J C Penney Shopping Spree Day"
:
I

1
I

I
I

I

The GSU Alumni Association invites students to participate in its ''J C Penney Shopping Spree
Day" at Lincoln Mall on Sunday, September 28. When you purchase a five dollar shopping coupon,
you will receive 25 percent otT on all your purchase for the entire day. You can also take an additional
five dollars off purchases of $50 or more. Store hours on Sunday are II a.m. to 6 p.m. Call the
Alumni Office at (708) 534-4128 for details, or stop by the office, located in Wagner House.

I
I
I

~------~------------------------·

JI\JI\ected
+$8/Hour
+ No Weekend Work
+ 3-5 Hours Per Day (Mon-Fri)
+ Comprehensive Medical Package
+ Stock Participation
+ Employee Owned Company
Call toll free 1·888·4UPS·JOB
1.....a7-7512
24 hours a day- 7 days a week
Acctacocll~

Locations: Hodgkins/Willow Springs (1-55 & 1-294) Addison, Palatine,
Northbrook & Westmont

http://www.ups.com

I

M@

I

Y«>RKKNG FOR STUDENTS WHO WORK FOR US.

UPS DB.IVERI EIIUCATIOI
Authorzed CeUular Dealer

1

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Good night sweet Princess
by Ted Spaniak, managing editor

• The Paparazzi were only
doing what you demanded
from them."
Can I help it if I thought
it was important that the
English Crown find someone
for Prince Charles to breed
with? Can I help it if it was
important to me to know
what my Princess was doing
and whom she was doing it
wi th at all times? Can I help
it that she's the mo_st significant woman on the planet?
My friend said my Princess didn't marry Prince
Charles out of love but
because she'd get the chance
to be a princess. And then, after she had done her duty and produced
the future King of England, she split to live off her celebrity.
Hubris. Blasphemy. Poor Diana, she did not understand what she
was getting into. She was so naive, so trusting. It was her trust in the
goodness of humankind that killed her. She trusted that her chaffeur
could drive 120 miles and hour while roaring drunk. She trusted the
integrity of her Mercedes so much that she didn't bother to wear her
seat belts. She trusted them . She trusted us. She was a saint.
My friend said Mother Teresa - not my Princess - was the saint.
What does he know? My Princess could raise a million dollars by
saying a few words while gulping down a plate of baked banquet
chicken whereas Mother Teresa inefficiently spent her time in the
gutters with starving losers. Clearly, Mother Teresa had a lot to learn
about the art of philanthropy . .
I try to keep busy, but I can't help fixating on my Princess. But how
can one be expected to sweep the most significant event of the 20th
century under the rug?
I must go on. Maybe today, I'll pick up the pieces of the Elvis plate
and glue them back together. The plate, like my heart, will never be the
same.

E ven though the death of Lady Di took place three weeks ago, I
don't feel like I'm writing about old news. When my Princess died,
time stood still.
Just like I will always remember what I was doing when news
broke of JFK's assassination - I was home for lunch, watching the
Grand Prize Game on Bozo's Circus and extremely peeved at the
untimely interruption- my Lady's death will remain forever etched
in my mind.
It was Saturday night. I was in my recliner reading a copy of
People magazine. Nancy. my wife, was polishing her special edition
of "Elvis, the Rotund Years" collector's plates, while my three-year
old son, Paul, sat slack-jawed in front of a re-run of Mr. Ed. It was a
blissful domestic scene.
And then the phone rang. It was my father; he was in tears. (I
come from a long line of very sensitive men.) Bleary eyed, I rushed to
turn on CNN. My son began to wail when I changed the channel. My
wife dropped the plate of Elvis handing a sweaty scarf to an adoring
fan. (We haven't yet been ab le to bring ourselves to pick up the pieces
of the plate, never mind the pieces of our lives.) Time still stands

"Can I help it if I thought it was important
that the English Crown find someone for
Prince Charles to breed with?"
still. Very sti II.
My Princess is dead. When I learned that fateful night that the
Paparazzi were responsible, a terrible irony hit me: "My god," I
thought, "The princess and the ''P."
A friend of mine told me that this is not irony. What an idiot. He
also told me something else that was very sick. He said that I was
responsible for her death . His words continue to ring through my
brain :

"Now cracks a noble heart. Goodnight sweet Princess -and flights
of angels sing thee to thy rest."

-------------

$500
Round Trip

Get Real!

All weekend
Long!

$5

Unlimited
Ride•
~

$5 weekend Pass
Purchase on the train or at
downtown stations.
For schedule InfOrmation
call 836·7000.
Web site- http:ltwww.metrarall.com
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Goodbye England's Rose
by Denise Graham Zahn, editor

In just moments, everything that could have gone awry, went awry. Princess Diana, Dodi Fayed and Henri Paul are dead . A bodyguard is seriously
injured. It's a tragedy, almost a comedy of errors, that just isn't funny .
If just one of the incidents that took Diana down the deadly road hadn ' t
occurred, perhaps the trio would be here yet. The debate goes on. Whose fault
is it that Princess Diana and the others are dead? Is it the driver's fault, is it the
paparazzis', the public obsession with the Princess, the ploy to get away in
secrecy? Which one of these can we pinpoint to lay blame for the death of
"England's Rose?"
What's more - why have we Americans taken her death so hard? And we
have taken it hard. The outpouring of grief, unbelief and sadness has been
overwhelming, but what was she to us but a bit of royal fluff?
I'll tell you what I think she was, and why she will join others who have
become legends before their time.
I remember the wedding - the wedding of the century. It was a fairytale
wedding, and she was the fairy princess. I remember the births of her boys. I
remember later, when the whole fairytale began to disintegrate into a reality
much like the lives of ordinary people. Little by little we learned more about
Princess Diana's real life. Like a soap opera, it came to us replete with stories
of an eating disorder, insecurity, tit-for-tat rounds with her husband and, finally,
divorce. While she certainly isn't exceptional for all of those, still there are
things that make her very exceptional.
Diana was a very lucky girl by anyone's standards. She fell in Jove with a
Prince, who wasn't a frog. lie (presumably) fell in love with her. They married
and had two beautiful sons. Yet as time passed and Diana and her Prince grew
apart she, ironically, grew closer to the people - not only of England, but the
world.
Why? Why did the world care so much about this girl who spit in the face
of Royalty? We cared, because we ''atched her rise above her personal issues
with dignity and grace. Her warmth and goodness were pervasive. Her natural

shyness was overcome by
her need to reach out to
others. She touched our
hearts, when she touched
the diseased and infirm.
We cared for her, as she
cared for them .
Princess Diana had
an opportunity afforded
only a few. The media
hounded her as it did no
one else. She was big
news no matter what she
did. But she turned the
negative to positive by
seizing an opportunity to bring attention to humanitarian issues. Certainly
she wasn't the only person in the world doing good works, but because the
media focu ed on her she was able to bring world attention to the charitable
causes she promoted.
Others may work just as diligently, but because the media pays little
attention to them, the magnitude of interest just isn't there. I recently read that
Princess Diana commended Prince Andrew and Princess Ann for their worJ...,
for which they receive little appreciation or attention.
I would describe Princess Diana's relationship with the media as symbiotic
for the mo t part. She needed it to accomplish what she wanted to for the
world, yet on a personal level it ate her alive.
There is a book called "Swimming with the Sharl<s." I think that is what Princess
Diana was doing with the media She tried to change their taste in cuisine, but they
chose to dine royally.
Diana was 36 the mother of two teenage boys. Her death carne suddenly and
violently amid the circling sharks. The world was not prepared for her departure.
Let me join Elton John in saying "Good-bye England's Rose. Your candle's burned
out long before your legend ever will."

"YOU SAID IT" PHOTOPINION

What impact did the death of Lady Di have on your
ife, and who is responsible for her death?

Jackie Williams
I realized that this was a lady
who did a lot of work for charity,
and she didn't have to .. .lt has
made me refocus my life on not
only what I can do for others but
on doing things for family
members.
I don't think all the facts are in
yet, but I'm pretty sure the driver's
. ability to handle that car was
limited -- especially with a I. 7
blood/alcohol level.

Corbin McMulin
"I believe there's one less Brit
to molest the leprechauns."
Clinton was responsible
obviously.

Each edition of
The INNOVATOR will
include "You Said It"
Photopinion. We are not
responsible for answers just questions.

Tina Courtright
Her death didn't really affect me
personally, but the amount ofmoney
that's being made off of her death is
making me sick. I'm frustrated that
every time I turn on the TV, that's
all that is being talked about. I
believe there are many more
important issues that need to be
addressed.
I have mixed feelings about who
is responsible but, ultimately, I think
it is the driver's fault.
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Indians in the '90s
In the last edition of The INNOVATOR, editors Denise Zahn and Ted Spaniak
presented opposing views regarding the American perception of Native Americans
and whether or not they are currently treated with respect.
The following is an interview conducted by Ted Spaniak with Dr. Jacquelyn
Kilpatrick, a GSU professor who is three-quarters Cherokee and who teachers Native
American Literature at GSU.

Book Review

Justice delayed: Exploring the
government' s attempt to make amends
to the Indian
Reprinted from the September 7 edition of the Chicago Tribune

"Wild J ustice: The People of Geronimo v . The United State " by
Michael Lieder and Jake Page
Random House, 318 pages, $25.95
by Edward Lazarus

Q. How do you think Native Americans are viewed by the general public?

I n recent years, a number of books have re-examined the history of American
A. The average American thinks of them
in the past tense. existing I 00 years ago
and that there are only a few of them left
on the planet. They regard them as
"terminated." And since we did have a
"termination policy" in this country, it
stands to reason that they would think so.
As a matter of fact, in the 50's and 60s,
the general editor of"Time Life" refused
to print any articles on Native Americans
because he was sure that all the real ones
were gone and that everyone that was left
was phony. But this is certainly not true;
there are great numbers of full-bloods and
mixed-bloods alive today.
Q. Are Native Americans across the country unified and do they need to be?

A. Well, we're talking about a bunch of different tribes. That's not like saying you
many different committees in one lodge. The tribes are really different from one
another. It's like saying "Are the Europeans unified?" If you take a look at the
recent history of the Commonwealth, you'll see how difficult it is to get, say,
Germans, Italians and Swedes to agree. Yet they are all European. Native Americans are no different. They have their own nations which are not just subsets of this
general whole. So are they unified within their own nations? Yes. Are they unified
across the continent? No. Do they need to be? I suppose, but not at the expense of
giving up their individual identity.
Q. Who rules the tribe and sets goals?

A. This question is indicative of the kinds of perceptions that most people have of
Native Americans. There's no answer to this question because it doesn't pertain.
Once again, it's like asking "Who rules Europe?"
Q. What are the major goal· or Native Americans?
A. I don't have an answer for Native Americans as a whole; but I would say that their major
aim is to survive with their cultures intact. Now, that's such a gross over-simplification. it's

embarrassing.
Q. How are they moving toward these goals?

A. There are Native American attorneys, doctors, and writer.; (to name a few professions),
who are using the Euro-American system to not only help their tribes survive but to keep
their cultures intact. They are making the world a little better for their people, particularly the
young, who are not moving away from the center the way they were before. Ofcourse, the
moving away from the center in the past was largely due to governmental programs that
shipped them off. However, the Native Americans that are working with the youngsters and
the older generation have a lot more savvy than they used to have. l11ey know how to
approach a board of din..'Ctors or argue a case in a court of law. Past atrocities like forced
sterilization or Indians signing documents they never would have signed had they understood
the language happen very rarely now.
Q. What's so bad about the Europeans coming over here, f.ghting the Indians, and
taking what they wanted? After all, the Indian tribes fought each other over territory.
A. I'm going to go back to the European analogy. If the French and Gennan people want to

fight each other, does America have the right to, because they fight each other, to go over
there and take over their countries? I don't think so. The Europeans came over here with the
concept of Manifest Destiny. This meant that it was not only the right, but the obligation of
Europeans in this country to do something with this land - and they didn't see that the Native
Americans were doing anything with the land There were many tribes that were not
nomadic but farmers. However, Native Americans did not think of the land a something one
could own. The concept of real estate was a bizarre notion to them.
Q. Well then, if they didn't think it was omething to own, why did they have

territories to defend?
A. When the Europeans first came over here, they were welcome. The Native
Americans had no problem with sharing. But when it became a matter of ownership
and the white people said, "We own it; you get off," that is where the problem
started. Once again, this an over-simplification of a very complex issue. You know,
a lot of people thought that they were doing God's work exterminating the "red
devils." It's an unfortunate clash of two diametrically opposed ways of knowing and
world views. Take a look at the book of Genesis. The founding fathers of this
nation based their lives on the ideas in this book. For instance, Genesis says that
man was made to rule the world and everything in the world was placed there for his
Continued on page 9

expansion across the continent and the often-brutal conquest of the native peoples
who stood in its way. Outside of academia, however, almost no attention has been
paid to what happened after the U.S. bought or confiscated the Native American land
base while also gradually destroying the economic and cultural integrity of the tribes.
In particular. few have considered the 20th Century process by which the U.S.
government sought, belatedly, to make amends for some of the sins of conquest. This
is the much-neglected subject of"Wild Justice," a thoughtful, balanced and accessible
stud} of the Indian Claims Commission, the tribunal Congress established in 1946 to
resolve the grievances of the then-destitute and subjugated tribes.
The narrative focus of"Wild Justice" is the sage of the Chiricahua Apache. The
tale follows a too-familiar pattern: territorial encroachment by white settlers,
faithless negotiations over ceding ancestral homelands, bloody skirmishes intermingled with the massacre of women and children, and finally the defeat and nearannihilation of the tribe. The Apache story is made especially compelling by the
astonishing military skill of its leaders (such as Geronimo) and the especially harsh
price (including a full generation of treatment as prisoners of war) that the government exacted for Apache resistance.
From this grim starting point, "Wild Justice" uses the Apache story to explain
and evaluate the nation's efforts to render justice for this history. As the authors
recognize, the Indian Claims Commission was an unprecedented effort by a conquering nation to compensate native peoples for the wrongs of conquest. Devised mainly
by the eminent lawyer and legal philosopher Felix Cohen. It possessed a theoretically broad mandate. Congress authorized the commission to grant compensation for
traditional legal wrongs and for moral wrongs not normally redressable in court.
Congress also gave the commission the power to revise treaties and provided an
investigations division that, in theory, would allow it to make its own inquiries into
America's tragic past. The commission's highest aspirations, however, were never
realized and "Wild Justice'' is at its very best - which is good indeed - when
describing the people and policies that apped the commission of its purpose and
vitality. Various presidents filled the commission with political cronie and hacks.
The commission' main goal, it often eemed, was impl to en ure that the price tag
for tribal reparations did not run too high. And, to that end, its members construed
their own powers extremely narrowly and allowed many good claims to languish for
decades. (Eventually the cases filed before the commission resulted in awards of$1.3
billion, roughly $1 ,000 for every Indian in the United States.")
Furthermore, the Justice Department lawyers - the U.S. was both the defendant
in these cases and the self-appointed "guardian" for the tribes - adopted an overall
policy of foot-dragging opposition and refused to settle even obviously meritorious
claims.
Finally, one would have hoped that the tribes themselves would have benefited
from aggressive and talented counsel. Unfortunately, with some notable exceptions,
tribal attorneys frequently proved incompetent or, at least, inadequate to these
complex cases. As a result, valuable claims were squandered and others garnered
less than the} were worth.
Here, the Chiricahua were fortunate. They were represented for many years by
the brothers Abraham and Israel Weissbrodt, two of the more able lawyers in the
Indian claims bar. Through effective advocacy and sheer perseverance they succeeded, after an incredible (yet typical) 30-year odyssey, in winning for their clients
roughly $22 million, the seventh-largest tribal recovery. No doubt this sum was far
too little, far too late to even come close to compensating the Apaches for what they
lost. But it was still something - which is more than other aboriginal peoples
around the world have received.
In assessing blame for the commission's failures, the authors of"Wild Justice"
fault not only the individuals involved but, more philosophically, ''the limits of the
American legal system." That system, they argue, simply could not comprehend much Jess compensate for - the destruction oftribal"identity and culture" so central
to the American Indian experience.
This is certainly true, but not really the fault of the commission or the legal
system more broadly. No commission, no legal system, could possibly make up for
the historical process, repeated a thousand times in world history, of a technologically
stronger people conquering a weaker one. Ways of life cannot be measured or
resurrected. The best one can seek is a diligent and sincere effort at imperfect justice.
Regrettably, as' Wild Justice" shows, even this limited goal fell far beyond our grasp.

Sign up for "Student
Leadership Day Retreat"
S tudent Life is co-sponsoring a "Student Retre.at Day" on Saturday, October 25
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m . at Northwestern University in Evanston.
The event includes breakfast, lunch and a visit to an Italian-American restaurant
for dinner. GSU student leaders (or potential leaders) will meet other Chicago area
campus leaders to discuss diversity issues, leadership skills and communication
skills.
Bus transportation will be provided. Students intersted in leadership are
encouraged to sign up at the Student Life Service Office, Room A 1120. There is a
five dollar registration fee, and only space for 20.
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WAR STORIES
In this issue, we feature GSU student, Akio Inoue. At age 16, Mr. Inoue was in
Hiroshima when the atomic bomb was dropped on August 6, 1945. The following
text is an edited version of a speech he presented at University of Chicago on August
6, 1992.
In 1945 ... 1 was nearly killed by the fruits of Enrico Fenni's research, research
that was conducted here at the University of Chicago. At that time, I never imagined
that 40 years in the future I would be paying $18,000 a year to send one of my
daughters to this same university.
When you face an extreme disaster, a valve in your mind automatically shuts ofT.
After the shut off, you become a mere silhouette moving aimlessly in a dim, dream·
like world where there is no sadness or happiness. Such was the state of my mind on
[the day the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima].
My story begins at about 8:00a.m. [as I jumped on] a street~ar that carried me [and]
other passengers toward the center of the city where the bomb would explode.
Three minutes before the blast, I jumped ofT the street.car about a block before its
regular stop. This was a short cut to my destination [at] the Red Cross hospital, and
this short cut probably saved my life.
I entered the gate to the hospital, walked up the stone steps and crossed the drive·
way approach .. .! took out my wallet and approached the [registration] window. A
few seconds later, there was a bright flash behind me.
I have no recollection of what happened for about eight hours thereafter. Then, I
woke up to an entirely different world.
Groaning and moaning filled the air. The hospital floor was covered with injured
and dead people. It took me awhile to fully wake up. I gradually figured out where 1
was and what had probably happened.
I decided to go "home" where I imagined I would find safety, food, and rest. I
noticed I was missing one of my shoes. I looked for it but could not find it any·
where.
When I walked out of the building, the entire city was smoldering. There were
flames here and there. Just short of the street-car stop where I was supposed to have
gotten off that morning, a derailed street-car sat at a 90-degree angle to the rails.
Inside were dead bodies with char-colored faces. But for that extra block, I could
have easily been one of them.
I crossed three bridges in about three miles to get home. I did not realize then
that only eight hours earlier, a mass of at least 20 000 "instant monsters" crossed
these same bridges when they tried to escape from the burning hell to the western
suburbs.
When I got h me, my h u e had been burned down. My mom and sister were in

"As I lay there, something like
chocolate came out of my stomach."
the vacant lot across the street. My mom had a broken leg and had one smashed foot
and ankle. One of her hips was dislocated. She was lying on the dirt.
Twenty feet away from her, there were some dead bodies by the edge of the river
bank. They must have tried to get out of the city and made it this far before they
collapsed.
Their bodies were blown up like balloons in the hot summer sun. Their burned
skin was peeled ofT exposing flesh roa ted by the heat and radiation.
I went to search for my grandma who had gone to buy cut flowers and was missing
since the blast; we never found her.
As darkness enveloped the area, I went back to my mother and lay down on the
ground next to her. I do not know how long I had slept when my sister woke me up
to give me a rice ball to eat.
I had to break the ball into small pieces so that I could pass them one by one
through the right comer of my mouth. Good thing I could not see my face then, as
my lips must have been blistered with bums and pieces of glass. After I finished the
food, I went back to sleep under the Milky Way.
I remember one last thing that happened during the first night. As I lay there,
something like chocolate came out of my stomach. I just let it flow over my cheek
and drip down to the ground. Vomiting that night must have helped relieve my
system of some of the radiation contaminants. I found out later that many of the
survivors experienced the same thing.
The following morning when I woke up, the sun was shining on my face. My
neighbor said that an army truck was coming to pick up those who needed medical
treatment.
Around noon, some people came and helped us to move my mother to the wide
main street a few blocks from our house. We laid her on the paved street under the
hot summer sun and waited for the truck to come. It finally came around five hours
later. We got on the back of the pickup truck [which was heading} for Ujina Port at
the southernmost end of the city.
Mom was unloaded on one of the piers which had an open-sided roofed shelter.
No doctor came. Small kids were also there crying for the missing parents.
Air-raid sirens screamed from time to time. We were told to run for cover, but
our mother could not move so we stayed together. At intervals, my mother would
relieve herself on a rag which I took to the beach to wash and dry [so that we could
use it] again.
The following day, we were told that we would be taken to Ninoshima Island in
Hiroshima Bay where shelter and medical treatment were said to be available. My

Akio Inoue
sister, who could walk, and I had to get on one boat and our mother was taken
to another boat on a stretcher. On the way to the island, a U.S. aircraft flew
over us and began shooting at the boat. Water shot skyward around us [as we
hurried to the lower deck].
When we landed on the island, it was full of injured people- most of
whom were near death. We could not find our mother. We waited for more
boats to come in, but still no mother.
They told me one boat did not unload the injured and had headed for
another island called Miyajima. We waited for a boat to take us to Miyajima
and when we got there, it was dark. We asked around for our mother without
success.
There were quite a few shinto shrines on the island. Each shrine had a list
of the victims whom it sheltered. We walked from one to the next, but our
mother's name wasn't written on any of their lists. Then we heard that one
boat had gone to Hatsukaichi, a town on the mainland.
We got on a boat and headed for the town and landed at the mouth of a
small river and walked to a grade school where all the class rooms and gym
were being used as shelters for the victims. We found our mother near the
entrance of the gym.
I saw tears in her eyes when she saw us after two days of separation. We
lived in the gym without bedding for about three weeks. During our stay, we
saw lots of human tragedies. Most of them do not come back to my mind any
more, but this is what I still remember:
I. Every night there were about a half-dozen people who started talking
endlessly in delirium, some very loudly- some softly.
2. There was a constant supply of about a dozen coarsely make wooden
caskets piled up a few feet from us in the comer of the gym which provided for
the daily death toll.
3. There were some people"in the gym who had escaped the city without a
scratch or bum, but about a week after the bomb, their hair started to fall out.
They developed fever and died.
Some of them happened to have been in the basement of a concrete building
or bomb shelter when the bomb was dropped; but the invisible radiation still
reached them. It was sad to see such short-lived happiness over their escape in
apparently perfect condition. The loss of one's hair was a death sentence at the
t1me.
4. Some of the wounds on my mother's leg started to become yellow with
pus and infested with maggots, which we removed with chop sticks.

"The loss of one's hair was a
death sentence at the time."
5. By then, I noticed I had an excruciating headache, which I mentioned to
the died.
Our school was relocated five times, and I had to walk three miles of
mountain road to the nearest train station to go to school.

continued on page I 0
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George Winston performs popular
solo works at The Center
Legendary pianist George Winston sets a soothing and memorable
mood as he perfonns solo piano work at The Center for Perfonning
Arts at GSU Saturday, October II, at 8 p.m.
The Gram my Award-winning solo pianist and composer will perfonn
familiar melodies from his famous seasonal pieces, including "Autumn"
(1980), "Winter into Spring" (1982), "December" (1982), "Summer"
(1991) and Grammy Award-winning "Forest" (1994.) In addition, he
will play treasured tunes from his Vince Guaraldi tribute album, "Linus
and Lucy- The Music of Vince Guaraldi" (1996).
Winston began his musical career in 1967 playing the organ and
electric piano. In 1971, inspired by such swing pianists as Thomas
"Fats" WaJier and Teddy Wilson, he switched to accoustic piano. He
began composing his trademark pop instrumental pieces and melodic
piano solos soon thereafter.
After hearing instrumentalist Vince Guaraldi's rare jazz hit single,
''Cast Your Fate to the Wind" in 1962, Winston endeavored to learn as
much of his music as possible. Having been a life-long admirer of
Guaraldi's work, he released "Linus and Lucy," the classic jazzy
soundtrack from the "Peanuts" TV specials that has kept both the young
and old tappin' their toes and clappin' their hands.
Tickets are $25 and are available by calling The Center Box Office
at (708) 235-2222. Discounts for seniors are available. All GSU staff,
student and faculty members may purchase tickets at a savings of"twofor-one'' on Friday October I0. You must present ;our GSU ID. These
tickets will be sold based on availability and first-come-first-serve.

One of the historic bridges in Parke County, Indiana

A sign of the season --the Parke
County Covered Bridge Festival.
by Denise Graham Zahn

My husband and I enjoy hort
trips to various festivals and quaint
towns during the summer and fall.
It's a time when we can put aside
everything else and get away together. Every festival and every
town is unique.
We go to some festivals every
year without fail, but we always
manage to discover others along
the way.
In upcoming months I will be
telling you about some of the best
places we've visited, though you
will have to wait until next year to
enjoy some of them because they
are over with.
I'll begin with a very special
fall fest that is coming up soon.
I'm looking forward to it already.
It's one of fall's special delightsThe Parke County Covered Bridge
Festival. It is one of those places
that draws you back - year after
year after year. So it is surprising
to me that many people have never
heard of it.
It may be that border thing.
You know, it's east of the Illinois
border in southern Indiana Some-

times I think there must be a line of
demarcation following the state line
that people think theyjust can't aoss.
Anyway, if you have never been to
the Parke County Covered Bridge
Festival, you are missing something
very special.
As the name indicates, the
county is dotted with historic covered bridges, 32 ofthem, constructed
between 1856 and 1920. You can
take any of five or six different scenic drives to see them, or you can
take the bus from Rockville's hisroric
town square. That's the starting
place - the courthouse square.
During the festival the courthouse is
engulfed in the smell of good cooking. You can get biscuits and gravy,
navy beans, apple cider, com-on-thecob and all kinds ofother wonderful
down-on-the-farm cooking.
And the crafts start at the courthouse, too, and proliferate everywhere along the bridge routes. You
can pick up tour information in town
and then decide whether you want
to ride the bus or drive through the
countyside to see the covered
bridges.

Pianist George Winston will perform Saturday, October 11, 8 p.m. at The Center

GSU students. staff and faculty
Check with Student Life Office for
limited number of free tickets tb
children's p-ograms at The Center

you go, you see
crafiers, food, antiques and people.
The scenery is lovely. It's a harbinger of fall, to be savored before winter settles in.
The festival is held the same time
every year. The dates this year are
October II through 20. l11e leaves
areatlamewithcolor. Theairiscrisp,
and history abounds. You can visit
the Bridgeton Grist Mill and Billie
Creek, an historic settlement.
If you enjoy the outdoors country crafts and covered bridges - you
have to visit Parke County. It's the
biggest craft fair you 'II ever see. And
if you like flea markets, you'll see
plenty ofthose, too. The vendors take
full advantage of the many people
thatcometotheareaeach full. You'll
see them all along Route 41 as you
get into the area.
If you are interested in staying
overnight, there are bed & breakfasts
in Rockville and Bridgeton Historic
Districts. You can camp at Turkey
Run or other camp grounds in the
area, too. Of course, there are motels, as well.
To get to Rockville, take Route
41 south in Indiana to Rockville. It's
just south of Turkey Run State Park.
It's about a three to three and a half
hour drive, but well worth it You'll
return year after year just as we do a sort of ritual before beginning the
longjoumey into winter.

Mexican Folkoric Dance Company returns to The Center
The Mexican FoBdaic Dance Company rettD"m to The Center for Performing Ar1s at Governors Slate University on Friday, October 3, at 7:30
pm. after performing last year before an audience of more than 700.
The Mexican Folkloric Dance Company perfonnances reflect Mexico's
dance and musical heritage. Rich in history, thedanre;depict pre-Cohunbian
indigenous, Spanish colonialism, French intervention. as well ac; other European and Eastern culturaJ influences. Their repertoire also incorporates
the influence of the Caribbean, Southweslem United Stues and the Mexican
Revolution.
More than 60 men, women and children perfonn in brilliantly-colored
costwnes in an exhilarating, nonstop showcase. They have perfonned
throughout the Midwest and Mexico, winning many awards.
This free program is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts
COWJci!, a stile agency. For more information, contact the Office of Student
Life at GSU at (708) 534-4550.

Centerstage: Live at The
Center -- Chorus Line
this Friday, variety of
acts to follow!
By Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter & Editor
Want to do something neat and exciting this Friday? Why not
see "A Chorus Line," one of the longest running Broadway musicals in histor?
"A Chorus Line" will be presented Friday, September 26, at 8
p.m. in GSU's Center for Performing Arts. (For a complete synopsis, see "A Chorus Line" preview in the 9/8/97 issue of The INNOVATOR, Page 16)
The Sunday Brunch Series returns with the incredible sounds of
The Scholars of London. This remarkable quartet belts out a cornucopia of musical delights in perfect a cappella harmony. A capella
music is one of the oldest and most beautiful fonns of music. It has
survived for centuries and has been utilized in everything from classical to religious to rock-n-roll. A cappella is one of the most difficult styles of music to perfonn because it is perfonned without the
aid of an orchestra.
The Scholars of London will bring their magical splendor to
this radiant form of singing. They will perform intricate pieces that
date from the European Renaissance to the Classical Period. The
perfonnance is Sunday, October 12, at I :30 p.m. Tickets for show
only are $17.50, show/brunch tickets are $35.
For affordable family entertainment, you may want to start thinking about the October 18, II a.m. production of "The Lion, The
Witch & The Wardrobe." This adorable children's play is a musical
adaptation of the classic C.S. Lewis tale of imagination, courage
and friendship. The play will be perfonned by "Theatreworks USA"
an outstanding childrens touring company that has won the prestigious Drama Desk Award, and a 1996 Lucille Lartel Award for
Outstanding Special Achievement Tickets are only $7.
In this era marked by declining interest in the perfonning
arts, this is an excellent and inexpensive way to introduce your
favorite little ones to the magical and captivating world of live
theatre! Tickets for all productions are available at the box office
or by calling (708) 235-2222.
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Music

Indian perspective
Conlinued from page 6

ever at six minutes and 30 seconds. Overall, "Centerville" is an
excellent modern musical endeavor and would be a great addition to any music collection; but
enough with the peanuts, please!

Q. Can you comment on the fact that the American government ha broken nearly 400 treaties
with Native Americans?
A. It's true that no treaty has ever been honored, but that doesn't mean that a great many of them were
not gone into with the very best of intentions. Many of those treaties were formed by people on both
sides who believed that they would work. Unfortunately, a great many of them were signed by people
from tribes who had absolutely no right to sign for their people. And the Euro-Americans involved
generally knew this. As a matter of fact, there were a number of tribes that actually executed some of
their own for signing these documents. But again, signing documents made little sense to the Indians
who would just as readily would have given their word verbally, which was just as binding .. These
documents, however, meant quite a bit to the white people.

Tales From Centerville
The Dustin Parker Band
MAD Records
A vail able in stores everywhere
9/97
As opposed to material released by this group in the past,
"Tales From Centerville" moves
away from the folk rock sound
to a full-fledged new wave rock
sound while still retaining the
folk flavored story-telling elements that have become the
band's trademark.
This is a very daring and ingenious CD, that features elements ofclassical crossover combined with a modern rock
sound. The highlight is 22-yearold violin virtuoso Rachel Barton
weaving an impressive web of
musical splendor on the rock
ballad, "From This Chair."
Barton proves herself to be exceptional as a rock-n-roll performer while still maintaining
intricate control and command
of the classical instrument.
"All I Wanna Do Is Rock,"
remains Parker's signature song,
although it is not as invigorating as it was on his 1993 release,
"Audiographs," it remains a
rock-n-roll anthem for the 90s.
The title cut, "Centerville' is
an outstanding modern rock
piece and feature an excellent
percussion section and strong
lyrics. The only low point of the
16-song album is "Airline Paranoia, No More Peanuts, Please."
The song is a realistic and funny
account of an airplane flight,
except that it seems to go on for-

benefit. On the other hand, a Native American outlook on that is that we are one of the Creator's or
Creation's, critters- but not in any way in control; everything that exists, exists and we are one ~f
those- not the top of the heep. Therefore, this changes your outlook on the whole universe in your
place within it.

Q. Why the term Native American and not American Indian?

At The River's Edge
The New Colony Six
Sundazed Music
Available in stores everywhere
9/97
Chicago favorites, "The New
Colony Six," are featured on this
compilation CD containing previously released material and
some new special surprises.
"I Confess" is a golden gem,
and "Love You So Much" is
charming and fun. Chicago recording artist, Ronnie Rice,
gives an impresive solo performance on "Warm Baby," a cool
song, with a bluesy, rock sound.
Rice tops his performance
with solid vocals on "You're
Gonna Be mine," an easy listening, pop-rock song, with a
unique and exciting arrangement
that he created himself.
While some of the other material is a little dated, it serves
as an impressive collection of
Chicago's vast musical heritage.
These are the guys who paved the
way for Chicago groups such as
"The mashing Pumpkins" and
"Veruca Salt."
The band continues to thrive
throughout the midwest. In any
event, this album provides a psychedelic peek into the music that
once was and some ofChicago's
finest voices which always have,
and still do, rock!

Stage play provides unique
and innovative entertainment
by Karen Piejko
entertainment reporter and editor
Marriott's Lincolnshire Theatre is presenting the musical
"Baby'' through October 26, 1997. "Baby," written by Sybille
Pearson, provides a poignant, musical look at parenthood and
the way it is viewed by different generations. It explores the
joy and the pain of being a parent, and is highlighted with an
incredible musical score, written by Tony Award nominated
composers David Shire and Richard Maltby Jr.
"Baby" profiles three very different couples as they await
the arrival of their bundles of joy. The couples include a pair
of college students, played by Kate Baldwin and K.C. Lupp;
a married couple in their thirties who are desperately trying
to have a baby, portrayed by Kathy Santen and Matthew
Shepard, and a couple of empty-nesters with three grown
daughters, played by Paula Scrofano and John Reeger.
The main characters are supported by an outstanding ensemble cast including: Dale Morgan , Kathy Voytko, Iris
Liberman. Allan Krill, Kelly Anne Clark and Aaron Thielen.
The creative team include: Kary Walker, executive producer;
Dyanne Early, artistic director; Terry James, associate producer and musical director and Mark Hoebee, director and
choreographer.
Tickets to all performances are $33 . Students with a valid
college 10 can get $10 off at the Wednesday 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.
shows and the Sunday 2:30 p.m. performance. Contact the
box office at (847) 634-0200.

A. I just used the term "Indian"- not even "American Indian." I use them interchangeably as
appropriated terms. I never use "indigenous people"; it just sounds silly to me. I mean, what's the
difference, they're all wrong? These are not names that the pre-Columbian people on this continent chose for themselves. It's all a matter of choosing. It's going to be wrong no matter what
you choose. If you really want to be correct, then if you're talking about Apache, for instance, you
say "Apache." And if you want to be really correct, you say either Chirracahua or Muscalero, or
whatever subset- but you at least say "Apache."

Q. How do feel about the use of Native Americans as mascots for sports teams?
A. I think there is rarely anything malicious involved in these circumstances; it's a matter of not
understanding. The first thing that's not understood is that you are not dealing with an animal,
but with human beings who still exist. Saying that it is a compliment for Jeep to name a vehicle a
"Cherokee" is absurd; it's not a compliment. What it's doing is falling into the old trap of two
major Indian stereotypes: the blood-thirsty savage and the noble savage. Even though a stereotype is supposed to be positive, it still does harm. I mean, if your expected to be smart because
your Asian, have rhythm because you're Black, or be noble because you're an Indian, you're still
fighting a stereotype that may not fit you as a human being. The situation is made even more
absurd because people get most of their ideas about Native Americans from Hollywood.

Q. Speaking of Hollywood, what is your reaction to Disney's "Pocahontas?"
Q. I want to correct one thing that was said in the paper. Pocohontas did not marry John Smith.
Actually, Pocohantas was about 12 years old and John Smith was a thirty-something mercenary
that looked an awful lot like a fire plug, and whether or not that whole story was true or why it
might have been made up is up for grabs. John Smith tried to come back to America, but no
settlers would bring him with them. He ended up as a travel writer. But Pocohontas did end up
marrying a white man. She was raped and then married a tobacco farmer who took her back to
England; they had a son and she died before she could come back, and her son came back to
America as an Indian fighter, which is truly unfortunate.
When Disney was making "Pocahontas," they hired a woman by the name of CustalonGowanwho tried very hard to show them what the reality of the story was - as much as we know
of it but they ignored it because it was "just a story." Custalon-Gowan said, "You are not respecting a people when you ignore their history." Think about it. If you wanted to make' a story of
George Washington and you turned him into someone who wandered around talking to trees and
made Martha into some buxom wench, how would you feel about it?
Q. Wasn't Disney ju t utilizing "poetic license" when they made "Pocohonta ?"
A. No. I don't buy it. Just because you are writing something
doesn't mean that you have the right to stomp all over another
people's history. One of Disney's major writers said that it was an
awesome responsibility knowing that you're going to be influencing
the way children think in this country not for one or two years, but
perhaps for generations. Now, this film was marketed as the real
story of the Native American, and people don't have enough
information about the real story of the Native American to judge
whether it is or it isn't. So, it's going to be accepted as truth by not
only the children but their parents. So you're perpetuating a
falsehood .
Any time one does an interview like this, you end up thinking of all
the things you should have said, and this is particularly true where
the subject of Native Americans is concerned because this is
incredibly complex. One of the major problems is that people
expect simplistic answers to simplistic questions and there is no
such thing. There's a lot history and a lot you have to know before
you can even have an intelligent discussion . I think it's terribly
frustrating when people expect easy answers but won't take
responsibility for understanding. Please note that I did not say
responsibility for the plight of the Native American. I don't think
that white guilt is in any way beneficial to anyone. But I think that
everyone in this country has a responsibility to find out how we got
where we are. And that takes more than letting ourselves off the
hook with simple answers . For instance, saying "It's a compliment
to name a Jeep a "Cherokee" is a simple answer. It shows a lack of
understanding not only of human feelings and culture but also of
history. Ifl had one hope that I wanted to hold out, it would be that
the current wave of interest in Native American issues will prove to
be more than just a passing fancy in the American psyche and that
some real understanding will begin to take place within the
American public.
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WAR STORIES
Continued from page 7

doctor. He said he could
not do anything about it
because I had a skull
fracture, which at that time
was a relatively minor
problem (that the] doctors
were too busy to take care
of.
6. My father, who had
been out of town, came
back to Hiroshima at Ujina
Port. He could see from
one end
of the
city all
the way
to the
other
end of
the city.
When
he saw the whole city
charred and flattened, he
thought his family had
perished.
7. I heard that the
bomb that was dropped in
Hiroshima was a new
weapon and no living thing
could survive in Hiroshima
for at least 70 years after it
had been dropped because
of the radioactivity.
8. I learned that
another bomb had been
dropped on Nagasaki.
9. The war came to an
end and I heard the
Emperor's voice on the
radio for the first time.
I remember that his
speech was awkward almost as if Japanese were
not his native language.
Near the end of August,
we hired a cow-drawn cart
to take our mother to our
relative's farm on the
mountain side where we
lived for about two years.
My sister died.
Our school was
relocated five times, and
I had to walk three miles
of mountain road to the
nearest train station to
go to school.
During this whole
period since the bomb
was dropped, I seemed
to have lost my "normal"
emotional responses.

\f'ov· ,,...,..,,,
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we moved to live in a
normal house away from
the city of Hiroshima,
emotions began to come
back to me.
I started to cry over my
grandma's death. (Additionally), living with no
money, no clothes, and no
books was difficult and
miserable. It was during
this time that I frequently
thought about suicide.

•

It

was
also
during
my
this
time
that I
was
extremely
fatigued and would often
lean against the wall to
slide down slowly to the
floor-- a pile of skin and
bones. I felt hunger, but
my stomach could only
take a small amount of
food.
I have to stop my story
at the point where real pain
began. As I told you in the
beginning .. .! do not want
to upset you by giving you
an emotional account. I
just wanted to tell you the
story as it happened to a
man whose mind became
numb. The interpretation
will be up to you.
I only hope the things
that occurred on the day, as
poorly described here, may
be meaningful to you on
this memorable day and the
prayer of the Hiroshima
citizens will be supported
and encouraged.
Their prayer, which is
inscribed in the stone chest
containing the name lists of
all the people known to have
perished in the catastrophe in
1945, reads as follows:
"Yasurka-ni Nemutte
Kudasai, Ayamachi-wa
kurikaeshi-masenukara."
"Repose ye in peace, For
the enor shall never be
repeated."
For the enor shall never be
repeated.

"I have to stop
story where the
real pain began."

Is your thyroid ~
underactive?
i ·
Health Tips
by Ann Pace

Anyone experiencing a
prolonged bout with depression, fatigue, unexplained
weight gain, a body that
suddenly looks very much out
of shape, is kind of puffy and
has aching heels, aching
elbows, or brittle hair and
nails ·- could be suffering
from an underactive tyroid
All of the above symptoms indicate that your
thyroid is not responding to
messages that the pituitary
gland, located at the base of
the brain, is sending out.
The pituitary gland sends a

message using a chemical
called a thyroid stimulating
hormone (TSH) to your
thyroid, a butterfly shaped
gland located in your throat.
The TSH message is
supposed to trigger the thyroid
to put out its chemical
hormone thyroxin to help the
body regulate all those things
mentioned earlier. When the
thyroid does not put out the
thyroxin that the pituitary
gland ordered by way of the
TSH, the pituitary gland sends
out more TSH to ask the
thyroid once again for
thyroxine. The pituitary
gland keeps on sending its
message until the thyroid does
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Discretely Passionate Ranting
byTedSpllliak

noraulaHeU
A iiieod of mine told me that be went campin& and was really appalled to see people
sitting around the campfire talking on 1beir cellular phones. Are we that discoaoected fiom
NIIUI'e that we can't leave the tedulolo&Y and the BS behind for just a little wbilo?
1be core of the problem is tbat OW' society is addicted to speed. Nothing is fast eaougb for
us IIJYIDOR. Have you ever grabbed food out of the microwave before tbe time was up because
you couldn't bare to watch those last four seconds tick off. I have. And what did I do with
those extra four seconds? Do I still have them somewhere, or did I spend them?
Fast. Gotta be fast. Fast is good. Fast is the way life is and must be. Sleep fast. eat fast,
work fast. drive fast. think fast, make love fast Think of this gentlemen: In your fastness, if
you somehow happen to leave your woman, um ... unsatisfied, you can take solace in the fact
that at least it w~p fast And point that out to your darling; she'll appreciate that.
Spraying cheese worse than cutting it
I like to eat that canned, aerosol cheese that comes with the little white nozzle. Recently,
I've become addicted to spraying it on crackers, but I had resisted it for years; it always
worried me that one didn't have to refrigerate it I mean, what's in that can of cheese that
J_)reserves it to the point where you can open it and not worry about it going bad? Better living
through chemicals, I guess. • However. the really absurd thing about this cheese (besides the
fact that I'm srupid enough to eat it), is that it comes with directions: ''For best results,
remove cap, bold applicator tip close to food, press tip funtly, and move slowly across food
surface." My question is this: If someone does not have the capacity to figure out how to
spread the GD cheese AND make sure that it's close enough to hit the food surface, are
printed directions really going to help them?
•
*FAL (Fragmentary Artistic License)

Cavelle's Computer Crypt
by Chris Cavelle
W elcome honored guests. So you want to learn more about computers? You have come to the
right place. Ahh, but where to start! How about ·- what to look for when buying a computer?
Afterall, if you want to learn about a computer, it would help to have one in your possession.
First, you must decide what you will be using this computer for, and what kind of software you
want to purchase. If you are just going to be word processing, you might be able to get away with a
less powerful computer. If you want to do major programming, something more powerful would be
in order.
Know your basic terms for hardware and software. Learn what each component of a computer
does. Figure out how much software you will be storing on your hard drive, and how much data
you will be handling. These things determine the memory, speed and storage requirements of your
computer. The more data you will be using, the more memory you will need.
Read computer magazines to get reviews on hardware and software. You can also contact user
groups, the computer science club, or your friends to see what they recommend. If you go to a
major computer chain or store, they might give you a demonstration.
Make sure the computer you want will meet your future needs. Jf you plan on doing a lot of
work with this computer, an older model might not be the one to go with. Be warned though, do
not be suckered into buying a high-powered machine if you do not need one.
Make sure everything you get is compatible. For example, make sure that your printer and its
connections will work with your computer. If you are getting a package deal, make sure you are
getting the latest versions of the software. Find out exactly what you will receive in the package
deal.
Make sure you understand the warranties, service agreements, and return policies. Make sure
you get them in writing. Be sure if replacing parts is part of the warranty that they replace with
new components, and not refurbished ones. How accessible is the dealer if there is a problem. You
don't want to have to send your computer to George, for instance, if you have a problem.
Most importantly, do not go crazy and buy stuff you do not need, or do not be talked into
buying anything you do not want. If you are looking into used equipment, here's one caveat
emptor, or buyer beware . .You just might be buying someone else's headaches.
If you are a Computer Science major or minor, or you are just interested in computers, think
about joining the Computer Science Club. Also if you have any questions about computers E-maiiL
me at c-cauelle@govst.edu.
Thanks for visiting the crypt. In the next issue, J will be writing about the ACS lab. In upcoming issues, I will deal with such topics as Apple vs. 18M, artificial intelligence and virtual reality,
and much more!

its job.
If a thyroid is not capable
of doing its job, the TSH
keeps building in the brain
and the body. This TSH
build-up is the cause of some
of the symptoms that accompany hypothyroidism, or
underactive thyroid. The
lack of the hormone thyroxin
that the thyroid is not putting
out causes the others.
While all this is going on,
a person's cholesterol and
triglyceride levels are going
way up. This happens
because hypothyroidism
messes up the body's ability to
bum fat.
Anyone experiencing any

or all of the symptoms mentioned in the first paragraph
should take a blood test to find
out if he or she has an underactive thyroid. Once diagnosed, the treatment is fairly
simple.
Doctors can prescribe
thyroxin or a synthetic form of
it that can be taken in pill
form. Synthroid, a synthetic,
is the most widely used
medication for
hypothyroidism. All are
inexpensive.
The most important part of
the treatment is to go for blood
tests until the doctor finds the
dose for you. The right dose
will maintain the proper

balance of the thyroid hormone
and the thyroid stimulating
hormone.
Another thing-- get on a
pill regime that gives you the
same amount of thyroxin or
synthroid every day. Regimes
that change daily or every
third day can create unbalanced levels of those hormones, which can cause mood
swings and can also make it
difficult to concentrate.

Letters to the editor
are welcome, and
don 'I forget students
getfree classified ads.
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Faculty Dreams
Professor Panic perfectly pilots perilous pink parable

In this issue, we feature the rapid eye movement of CAS professor, Milan Panic.

s., -ted ~ptutiah

v
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Political identity
crisis? Take this
•
qutz.

by Ted Spaniak, managing editor

Today, we are constantly reminded about the differences
between liberals and conservatives, yet many remain confused about the exact nature of these descrepancie .
Years ago, the meaning of these labels was predominantly
concerned with particular opinions regarding the size and
scope of government.
Nowadays however, the terms "liberal" and "conservative" encompass many different attitudes that are not
necessarily political (although some argue that everything is
political).
Because I am concerned about the welfare ofGSU
students, I am providing the following quiz (based on actual
events) to help confused students choose the political
ideology that's right for them.
1. You see a car with a bumper sticker that reads "Rats
Have Rights!" You think: a) "Yes, rats are one of god's
creatures. That whole bubonic plague thing really wasn't
their fault; it was the fleas they were infested with that
actually carried the disease. The rats are just victims of an
unfair social order."; b) "Yeah, sure. Rats will have rights
around the same time that the Pope markets "Popephylactic"
designer condoms.
2. Newt Gingrich appears on your TV screen. You: a)
don a garlic necklace and wildly wave a crucifix at the TV;
b) kick off your wing-tips and softly recite the "Pledge of
Allegiance" to yourself.
3. An activist from Amnesty International tries to get
you to persuade your classmates to visit and console convicted murderers on death-row. The activist claims that the
non-majorities on death-row are really oppressed, political
prisoners that are being given an unfair shake by America's
prejudiced justice system. You think: a) "Can't we give
these death-row guys one more chance? They're just victims
of an unfair social order, and anyway, it costs more money to
execute them than to keep them in prison for life."
b) "Fry the bastards!"
4. Your heart suddenly begins to bleed. You: a) feel better;
b) call for an ambulance.
5. At a party, a friend plays an old video of the 60 Minutes
episode where Bill Clinton says, "I never inhaled." You think:
a) "What a crock, what an ass; I wish he could run for a third
term"; b) "What a crock, what an ass."
6. While channel surfing, you come upon a rerun of
"Leave it to Beaver." You think: a) how tragically on-liberated
poor Mrs. Cleaver was; b) how hot she looks cleaning the
house in pearls and hi-heels.
7. Regarding the conflict and American involvement in
Bosnia you are: a) confused; b) confused.
8. You are asked how the tax codes should be revised. You
repJy: a) "Everyone should be taxed varying percentages so

What

makes this dream even more fascinating is the fact that it is a recurring dream. An interpretation of this vividly bizarre phantasm follows.
What happened? A transparent pink cube, one hundred meters in length, width, and height,
made of hitherto and still unknown material, lifted off from a flat. green meadow, with an initial
acceleration of one meter per second up to the altitude of ten meters, proceeding at a constant
velocity of three meters per second until it reached the altitude of 150 meters. Then what
happened?
After having levitated for ten seconds, the cube traveled following g a linear path parallel to
the ground at a constant speed of one meter per second, covering a distance of200 meters.
Then?
The object descended at a speed equal to that of the ascent, this time decelerating for the last
ten meters, following a straight vertical path, landing on a spot perpendicularly below it. There
appeared to be no flora present on the field apart from grass, and there is no information
available as to what, if anything, grew or existed beyond the grassy area. Is there anything else
tosay? Yes.
At an unspecified time and in an unknown manner, a group of casually dressed adults,
numbering between 17 and 250, entered the cube or materialized in it, congregating loosely in
the central area of its bottom surface. Some wore raincoats, just in case. For reasons having to
do with the short time spent aboard, or, perhaps because comfort is relegated to secondary
importance in situations of grave seriousness, there was nowhere to sit, so, everyone stood.
Not much was said, the tone was hushed, and the content of the few, brief verbal exchanges
remains an enigma that no one will ever be interested in resolving. The overall mood was one
of self-assured disinterest in what was happening, hinting at a general belief that the episode
would be brief, and that it would be followed by some activity, possibly a chore. None was
aware, and this is probably interesting, of the necessity for some explanation to be provided of
the successful execution of this technically quite demanding flight, which represented the future
more than it represented the present, and which could therefore be considered to have been
ahead of its time. There simply was no interest in that- on anyone's part, that is, other than
mine.
.
Halfway through the event, in mid-air, I realized, not without alarm, that the cube, the box
as it were, was driven by none other than myself. The level of technology involved, if that's
what is was, appeared to be so high, in fact, that it allowed for what one day may become
popularly known as "just doing it." It consisted, for what I understood and now remember, of
powering, propelling and controlling the behavior of an object by sheer awareness. A physical
event takes place by virtue of its acknowledgment
The beauty of it was that I could do it unprepared or uninstructed. Cold. Alii had to do,
and I did it readily, as a manifestation of my code of ethics, was to continue to know that we
were all flying, and flying because of my, that is MY knowing that we were. Once it sank in,
and it did so quickly, that allowing the craft to respond to nothing but gravitational force would
mean that we were all ... , well, that we were all in trouble, it was easy to stay on course.
Interestingly, or is that a boring datum, I was the only one cognizant of the awful but
flattering responsibility on my shoulders. The word "meadow" is soft and inoffensive per se,
and the pink cube landed on it gently, whereupon the passengers dispersed, some pensive, others
in a rush, leaving this most unaerodynamic object empty in the field, causing no suspicion that
it could fly. No one expressed gratitude or admiration, as there was no evidence that any was
due. Is that it? Yes.
Milan Panic

Analysis:
The whole dream is nothing more than a metaphor of Panic's everyday classroom experience. The
professor is struggling with a teaching anxiety that revolves around the interrelated conflicts of improvisation, responsibility, and resentment.
Any student that has experienced Panic's unique style of teaching may understand that tangential
improvisation plays a large part in the delivery of the material. Coupled with Panic's fu»form style is the
fact that he is presenting students with difficult and novel concepts that can be very challenging, especiaUy
for students who are not used to following tangents to their logical conclusions.
Thus, the pink box is Panic's classroom that he, day after day, elevates without help from anyone
else. In real life, he is the pilot that is responsible for raising the awareness of his students, many of whom
show "self-assured disinterest" in the process.
With regard to this "disinterest," the dreaming Panic is resentful that his intellect is not appreciated by
the masses that gather in the "pink box." After all, when the pink box lands (that is, when class lets out),
Panic states: ''No one expressed gratitude or admiration, as there was no evidence that any was due."
Clearly, he is resentfuL But, because he cares about the welfare of his students, he is also overwhelmed with the responsibility of teaching day in and day out, and a recursive element that exacerbates
this responsibility anxiety is the improvisational teaching style that he employs. We see how the concept
of improvisation impresses itself on Panic's psyche as he pilots the "pink box": "The beauty of [piloting]
was that I could do it unprepared or uninstructed. Cold."
Perhaps he is feeling the burden of his teaching style and subconsciously wonders, "How many times
can I reinvent myself?" This seems even more plausible considering that the flight of the pink box
'represent[s] the future more than...the present" Maybe Professor Panic needs a sabbatical.
Ted Spaniak

Hey Faculty, don't be shy! Send us YOUR dream today.
that we all end up making the same amount of money" b) "Tax the poor and the middle class, but
leave the rich free to invest their capital to create wealth, jobs, and a higher, more egalitarian glass
ceiling for everyone."
9. You and your date go to see Demi Moore in "G.I. Jane." You think: a) "Gosh dam it, that's
the way the military should be. I love when Hollywood makes those realistic movies."; b) "Nice rack
-and so realistic!"
10. After reading this column you are: a) offended at the politically incorrect insensitivity; b)
offended at the politically correct sensitivity.
If you chose the "a" answers, you are most likely a liberal. If you selected "b," consider yourself a
conservative. However, if you found neither answer appealing, you are in danger of being an individual and thinking for yourself. Please, be careful; other people tend to be afraid of new ideas. Don't
try this at home; consult a physician; do not operate heavy machinery; void where prohibited.
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The Polygon Puzzles
by Dennis Thorn

ClASSIFIED ADS
DIAL

900

FOR SALE

SERVICES

GOV'T FORECLOSED
homes from pennies on
$1. Delinquent Tax,
Repo's. REO's. Your
Area. Toll Free (I) 800218-9000 Ext H-3276 for
current listings.

Facing a crisis pregnancy? You are not
alone. There is help for
you from Birthright at 1800-550-4900.

Hi, everyone. While writing today's puzzles about chefs, the
following thought crossed my mind. In a group of chefs, if the
chef in charge was known to be very frugal, he would be known
as the cheap, chief chef. Try repeating this aloud quickly three
or four times.

NHL-NFL-NBA, scores &
spreads, 1-900-378-5777,
Ext. 6111. Must be 18 years
old. Serv-U (619) 6458434.

1. Jane Brody and James Beard were making zucchini
pancakes in the GSU cafeteria. Graham Kerr came by and

Meet new people the fun
way today. 1-900-2891077, Ext. 9533. $2.99 per
minute, must be 18 years
old. Serv-U (619) 6458434.

Starter couch $50, portable
dishwasher - needs work - $20, water bed pads $325,
dining table (no chairs)
$25. Call 747-8789

Guys: Do you need compassion? Talk to Girls
Live!! 1-900-255-0900,
EXT. 1654. $3.99 per.
min., must be 18 years old.
Serv-U (619) 645-8434.

Rolling Stones tickets.
Two for first show. Four
for second show. Call
(815) 740-5206 between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. or (630)
552-9659 anytime.

noticed that if the pancakes were put in rows of two, there
would be one left over. It was also true that if they were put in
rows of three, there would be trwo left over; and fmally if put
in rows of four, there wouuld be three left over. What is the
least number of zucchini pancakes that could have been made?
2. James, Betty, Julia, Graham and Jane owned a dog, horse,

rabbit, bird and cat, not necessarily in that order. From the
clues below, match each person with their animal.
A. The cat was owned by James or Betty while Jane or Julia

owned the horse.
B. Graham or Julia owned the rabbit and Betty owned the
horse or the bird.
C. Julia owned the rabbit or the cat.

REWARD
Can you help the Joliet Police Department
find the person responsible for the death
of Jennifer Happ? Happ was an
elementary school teacher and a student
in the College of Education at GSU.
She was found dead in her home in Joliet
in February of 1996.
A reward will be awarded for infonnation
leading to the arrest, arraignment and
conviction of person(s) responsible for her
death.
If you have any information, please call the Joliet Police

Department, Investigation Division at (815) 740-2244.

SUCCESS.

GET AN EDGE

ON COLLEGE
EXPENSES.

The Army can help you
get an edge on college
expenses in just two years.
When you enlist and
qualify for a certain skill,
you could become eligible
for the Montgomery GI
Bill plus the Army College
Fund. That means you
could earn $26,500 for
college with a two-year
enlistment.
And the Army will give
you another edge, too.
You'll develop the selfdiscipline, self-confidence
and maturity you11 need
to succeed in college.
Find out more about
how you can get $26,500
for college in just two
short years. Call your
local Army Recruiter for
more information today.

ARMY.
BE ALL 10U CAN I .
www.goarmy.com

Place
your
Classified
ad in
The INNOVATOR
If you are a GSU student, advertise here free. Up to 25 words
will be listed, but a copy of your
GSU student ID Im1S1 be included. All others, rate is 25¢
per word. Send in or drop off ad
and proper 10 at i'INNOVATOR" drop box in student life or
at the Innovator Office, Room
A211 0. No 10, no free ad. Or,
FAX your ad (with proper 10 if
student) to: (708) 534-8953.

Place your ad here.
Tell your friends
you read The
INNOVATOR!

Earn free gifts. Host a
Tupperware Party in your
home. See what's new.
You'll be amazed. Book by
Oct. 4 and earn additional
gift. Call (815) 463-0507.

Free pregnancy test.
Birthright of Chicago,
773 233 0305. Appointment needed.

ROOMMATE
I

NEEDED
Roommate wanted in Park
Forest. $265 per month.
$265 security deposit. onehalf utilities. Call 7478789.

Looking for female
roommate. Have your own
room, bath and some
furniture. But stop in front
of the bldg. $265 +electric
and cabale. Calli (708)
747-2576.

Chatting

Continued from page I

married, stop in (the public room) in search of information about divorce. They are
usually thinking about divorce or are helping a friend and ask questions such as "How
do I get child support?" or "Should I get a divorce if I found out __ ."
The people in the chatroom offer what help they can in support of each other.
Public chatrooms usually hold everal people-although some hold over 45. Most
visitors are "regulars" and meet as they would if it were a gathering in person.
"If you are a regular, you are very welcome; if you are not a regular, you won't get
as big of a hug," Borgman stated. "Everybody is a little cautious because of the anonymity thing, especially the first meeting."
According to Borgman, a new person is accepted more readily if he or she is known
and introduced by a regular in the room, but even without knowing anyone, a person is
welcome.
"It's not a secret society or that type of atmosphere," Borgman expalined.
The room is simply a place to meet people without being prejudged or prejudging
others. People get to know one another without the influence of appearances. There is
. ometimes a person who is primaril} interested in appearance and other personal information such as sex or age.
When his age is inquired about, he humorously answers, ''Age is relative: only
your relatives get older.''
It doesn't take long to identify someone who is a phony. "You have two choices,"
said Borgman. "You can either become real or you can leave [the room].''
Many regulars have each other's telephone number, though they rarely call each
other; the numbers are more for emergencies. If someone has not been seen online for
a week or two, he or she will receive a call to see if everything is all right.
The Divorce Chatroom is one of the larger rooms holding up to 23 people. Parties
spontaneous!} happen in the larger rooms. One of the regulars will invite those present
to a site (usually a hotel is rented for the event due to the large attendance), and things
proceed from there.
It is not uncommon for people to travel from all over the United States to attend the
party. These gatherings are relatively safe because most everyone knows everyone else
and has at least one "room buddy" attending. The last party that Borgman attended
was held in the host's home.
"What was most interesting to me was not putting a face with the name, but finding that the personalities they presented in the chatroom were also the personalities
that they presented in real life," Borgman explained. "It's not as much virtual reality
as we seem to think it is; there's an awful lot of reality involved."
There exists a few "Member" rooms. These rooms are private and differ from the
public rooms in not only the number of people that they hold or that frequent them, but
in the social rules enforced (or not enforced).
The public room has a host monitoring the room. If a person becomes an annoyance by dominating the room, or being nasty or profane, the host has the power to
"kick" the offender off line according to the terms of service.
Conversely, private rooms do not have a host. "You can be as nasty and vulgar as
you want to be," Borgman pointed out. "The people in the room will just put you on
'ignore' and then nobody is listening to you.'' Consequently, the person soon leaves.
Borgman advocates for anyone to join a chatroom; it is another kind of social
gathering. To all those interested in becoming involved in this new trend, Borgman
has one piece of major advice: "If you're going in the room, be honest."

ANSWERS TO POLYGON PUZZLES
I. Eleven. If we have rows of two with one left over then the answer must be
an odd number. Rows of three with two left over gives us 2, 5, 8, I I, 14 and so
on. Rows of four with three left over gives us 3, 7, 11, 15 and so on. No need
to look further, the answer is 11.
2. James-- cat. Graham -- dog. Jane -- horse. Julia-- rabbit. Betty-- bird.
--

